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REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT. 



Members of the Board of Education, City of Grand 
Rapids: 

In accordance with the rules of your Board and the custom 
heretofore followed by my predecessors, I take pleasure in pre- 
senting to you a report of your proceedings and the work of 
your schools during the past year. In reviewing the progress 
of work done towards increasing the efficiency and the higher 
standard of scholarship of our teachers, we find very gratifying 
results. A large number of our teaching corps now hold 
second and some first grade certificates, many having taken 
the special work provided by our Board during the past two 
years for those desiring to advance their educational qualifica- 
tions and results are plainly seen along the line. The old 
saying that the teacher makes the school is only too true ; the 
welfare and prosperity of our schools depend entirely upon our 
teaching force for success. Though ever so much mon^y be 
spent in buying material and equipment and the school be not 
provided with a good teacher, no permanent prosperity can 
follow. 

The work of remodeling the course of study has again 
been undertaken by your Superintendent and the Committee 
on Schools and their work bids fair to be of great benefit to our 
schools when once thoroughly inaugurated. 

manual training. 

After having tried at numerous times, in former years, to 
get the Common Council's permission and having failed we 
succeeded last fall in retaining in the budget the sum of $5,000 
for manual training purposes. While it seemed only a very 
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small sum to begin with yet the work done has demonstrated 
beyond the cavil of a doubt the great benefits derived by the 
people for the small outlay made. Under the able management 
of our Superintendent and the efficient Committee on Manual 
Training, also the untiring zeal of our special teachers, results 
have been reached that are marvelous, and judging from com- 
mendations heard on every hand it is safe to say that no tax- 
payer begrudges the small pittance. Although approving of the 
good work in every respect, I might say that a little regard 
should be had for the cost and in starting in on another year's 
work wherein it is intended to branch out or expand, economy 
should be the watchword. Let the new Board remember that 
a good thing might be and is frequently overdone and instead 
of getting the approval of the citizens we would then provoke 
their disapproval. 

KINDEJRGARTBNS. 

A year ago about fifteen new kindergartens were started 
in the city. I might say that it was in response to a general 
demand from certain quarters which had not been provided 
with the same. While I questioned the wisdom or propriety 
of such a course at the time I could not help feeling that if a 
kindergarten were a good thing in one place it certainly would 
be in another and the arguments advanced by those asking for 
the opening of kindergartens were well founded. I am pleased 
to report that the work along this line has accomplished much 
good and while the cost per scholar in the kindergartens ex- 
ceeds the cost in grade work the special training in this branch 
of our school system lays the foundation which is felt and seen 
all through our grade work. That the right start be made in 
all undertakings is of great importance and more especially 
is this tru€ of our educational system. 
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SCJHOOL LAWS. 

To the school laws enacted a few years ago by our State 
Legislature can be attributed the large number of scholars who 
have passed through our grammar schools. It seems to me 
the future promises an exceedingly bright prospect when we 
see so many fine boys and girls pass through the eighth grade, 
when in former years so many dropped out as early as the 
fifth and sixth grades. Forcing attendance at school until 
the pupil has completed his or her eighth grade is beneficial 
but sometimes, in rare cases, it has worked a hardship, as in 
the case of poor families. The law has now been so modified 
that discretionary power has been given to Superintendents 
and others having the enforcement of the law in their hands. 

I am pleased to report that the largest class in the history 
of our high school graduated last June with great honors, 
which, no doubt, is a source of pleasure to our citizens and in- 
dicates a healthy sentiment towards higher education. The 
high school is the poor man's college and should be fostered 
as much as possible within certain limits. It is a well- 
known fact that of ten thousand scholars that begin school- 
life only one-twentieth ever reach the high school. The com- 
paratively large balance terminate their school attendance at 
the end of the eighth grade. It therefore behooves the Board 
to look carefully to the needs and interests of the larger num- 
ber and to make of the primary and grammar grades the most 
that can possibly be made; also to remember that while we 
foster the growth and interests of our high school, we should 
not forget the common school. 

LIBRARY. 

During the year the question of new quarters for the 
Library has been solved by Mr. Martin Ryerson, who early in 
March offered to build for the city a library building costing 
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not less than $150,000, on condition that the city furnish a 
suitable building site. This has been done, your Board having 
purchased a beautiful piece of ground on the corner of Bost- 
wick street and North Park avenue. I trust the fond hopes of 
our citizens will soon be realized by the erection of the build- 
ing. Mr. Ryerson is ready to commence work when the ground 
is cleared of houses that now occupy the site. 

NEW SCHOOL BUn^I>ING. 

The crowded condition of schools in the eastern part of the 
city has made it clear that a new building would have to be 
erected and in accordance with this demand a school site was 
purchased in July last. Plans and specifications are now being 
made and the erection of a new school will undoubtedly soon 
be commenced. 

As several of your presiding officers have done before I 
also desire to call your attention to the condition of Fountain 
street school. It is generally known that the construction of 
this building is contrary to modern methods. The hallways 
occupy the outer space of the building and the rooms the inside, 
making them all dark and dreary. I call your attention, also, 
to the lack of proper ventilation which exists in this building. 
This, it is needless to say, is a most unfortunate defect and 
one that deserves most serious attention. The excellence of 
our new buildings in this respect serves to emphasize the evil 
of the old and I earnestly hope that some steps may soon be 
taken to meet the plain demands of the situation. 

FREE TEXT BOOKS. 

The matter of free text books again came before your 
Board and was considered and discussed by the various mem- 
bers. After carefully considering the merits and demerits I 
find numerous arguments in support of the position taken by 
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its advocates, while we can also find many hindrances to its 
successful accomplishment. We have had free reading matter 
in our schools for the past fifteen or sixteen years and last 
winter saw the unusual spectacle of over fifteen thousand read- 
ers of different kinds piled up in the basement of Jjorth 
Division street school, the place where cast-out readers are 
usually stored, without bein^ able to dispose of them to second- 
hand book dealers or even being* able to give them away. Such 
a condition would not have been possible had the books been 
owned by the pupils individually. Fifteen thousand books 
judiciously distributed in the homes of our citizens throughout 
the city will be more productive of good results than when 
permitted to lie unused in the basement of our schools. 

In conclusion permit me to congratulate the Board on the 
gratifying results of the past year. While there has been at 
times earnestness in matters deemed of great importance, 
based upon strong convictions of right, and sometimes radical 
divergences of opinion still the ordinary courtesy of speech 
has rarely been violated ; never has intolerance or undue agita- 
tion been manifested. The will of the majority has always 
been cheerfully accepted and acquiesced in as soon as deter- 
mined and all have shown their strong desire to work for the 
public good and not for personal or selfish ends. 

I note, also, a willingness on the part of the Superintendent 
and our able corps of principals to lend their aid in everything 
that tended to promote the progress of our schools ; and while 
we can hardly expect that perfection can ever be attained yet 
their present flourishing condition warrants the assumption 
that the schools of our goodly city will ever lead in the upward 
march of education and always be found in the front ranks of 
public school systems of our country. It remains for me now 
to express to you all my warm and sincere thanks for the cor- 
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dial assistance rendered and the kind tolerance of my errors 
and the unfailing courtesy you have all extended to me during 
the past year. 

Henry E. Lochkr. 



REPORT OF THE SECRETARY. 



To THE Board of Education of the City of Grand Rapids 
The following^ is my report of receipts and expendi- 
tures of the Board for the year ending September 26, 1901, and 
also the indebtedness of the city for school bonds at that date : 

receipts. 

Balance in Treasurer's hands, September 26, 1900. .$ 89,059 14 

Received from annual estimates 247,840 00 

Received from one mill tax 29,109 51 

Receievd from unpaid taxes 18,151 59 

Received from primary money 53»096 30 

Received from non-resident tuition 1,056 05 

Received from interest on daily balances 4,227 27 

Received from fines i»955 02 

Received from sundries 2,co6 71 

Received from Auditor for school for the deaf i»705 00 

Total receipts $448,206 59 

expenditures. 

Teachers' salaries $230459 99 

Janitors 24,410 96 

Bonds 9,ooo 00 

Interest '. 1 1,731 52 

Printing and advertising 822 08 

Gilbert fund 116 52 

Heating apparatus 198 00 

School furniture 889 86 

Repairs 12,779 16 

Library books 2,041 18 

Library expenses 71667 28 
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Grade and sewers 700 50 

Improvement of g^rounds i»75o 71 

Contingent 21,243 y2 

Insurance 81 70 

Water tax. i 200 00 

Fuel 8 202 88 

Library site 52,000 00 

School site 1,700 00 

Manual training. 5,132 49 



Total expenditures .$392,128 55 

Balance in Treasurer's hands September 26, 1901 . . 56,078 04 

Total $448,206 59 

The indebtedness for school bonds to date is as follows : 
$10,000, issued September i, 1882 ; 4 per cent, ; due September i, 
1902. 
10,000, issued June i, 1883 ; 5 per cent. ; due June i, 1903. 
9,000, issued October 1,1884; 5 per cent.; due October i, 

1904. 
21,000, issued November 20, 1885 ; 4 per cent. ; due November 

20, 1905. 
21,000, issued February 5, 1887 ; 4 per cent. ; due February 4, 
1907. 
8,000, issued June 2, 1890; 4 per cent. ; due June 2, 1910. 
55,000, issued October i, 1891 ; 4 1-2 per cent. ; due October i, 
1911. 



25,000, issued June i, 1892 ; 4 1-2 per cent. 
25,000, issued June i, 1892 ; 4 1-2 per cent. 
23,000, issued June i, 1892 ; 4 1-2 per cent. 
12,000, issued June i, 1892 ; 4 1-2 per cent. 
28,000, issued June i, 1892 ; 4 1-2 per cent. 
Total, 247,000. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ed. H. Stein. 

Secretary. 



due June i, 1906. 
due June i, 1908. 
due June i, 1909. 
due June i, 1910. 
due June i, 1912. 



REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON BUILDINGS. 



To THB Board of Education of the City of Grand Rapids: 

Your Committee on Buildings herewith submit their 
twenty-ninth annual report, being for the year ending Septem- 
ber I, 1901. It contains a detailed report of the estimated value 
of the land, buildings and location, together with the amount 
of insurance carried on each building and such other informa- 
tion as is deemed necessary. 

Central High school is located in the Second ward, at the 
comer of Ransom and Lyon streets. It is built of iron, brick 
and stone, has all the modem improvements and is well ventil- 
ated and lighted with both gas and electricity. It has 85,000 
feet of floor space with sittings for 1,100 pupils. 

. Estimated value of property $125,000.00 

Insurance 17,000.00 

Central Grammar school is located on the corner of Lyon 
and Barclay streets in the Second ward. Size of grounds, 
136x370 feet. The building contains twenty-three rooms used 
for school purposes with sittings for 600 pupils. It is heated 
by steam and lighted by gas. The closets are located in the 
basement and on the third floor and are connected with city 
water and the public sewer. 

Estimated value of property $81,000.00 

Insurance. 5,000.00 

South of this building is an annex 40x50 feet in size and 
one story high. It is built of wood and heated by stoves. It 
contains two rooms which are used for manual training. 
Estimated value of property $1,400.00 
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Union school is a three story brick building, 82x100 feet, 
located in the Seventh ward on Third street between Turner 
and Broadway ; size of lot, 264 feet on Turner street, 330 feet 
on Broadway, 250 feet on Third street and 125 feet on Fourth 
street. This building contains twenty-five rooms with sittings 
for 1,150 pupils. The building is heated by steam. It is sup- 
plied with gas and water and has sewer connections. The clos- 
ets are located in the basement and on the third floor. 

Estimated value of property $90,000.00 

Insurance 5,000.00 

Baxter street school is located in the Tenth ward. Lot 
175 feet on Baxter street, 175 feet on Ella avenue and 102 1-2 
feet on South Diamond street. It is a two-story and basement 
brick building containing six rooms with sittings for 300 pupils. 
It is heated by hot air furnaces and well ventilated. The 
closets are located in the basement and are connected with the 
sewer and supplied with city water. 

Estimated value of property $18,000.00 

Insurance 2,500.00 

Buchanan street school is located in the Twelfth ward 
on Buchanan street between BroAvn and Griggs avenues. 
The lot is 265x150 feet. It is a two-story and basement brick 
building, with cut-stone trimmings, galvanized iron cornices 
and slate roof. It contains eight rooms with sittings for 400 
pupils. The building is heated by steam, well ventilated, 
supplied with city water and well water for drinking purposes. 
The closets for this building are located in the basement. 

Estimated value of property $17,000.00 

Insurance 4,000.00 

Central avenue school is located in the Eleventh ward. 
Lot 204 feet on Central avenue and 200 feet on Eighth avenue. 
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It is a two-story and basement brick building, heated by steam 
and properly ventilated. It has eight rooms with sittings for 
400 pupils. Water closets are located in the basement and are 
connected with sewer and supplied with city water. 

Estimated value of property $23,000.00 

Insurance 3,000.00 

Colt avenue school is located in the Fourth ward, with a 
frontage of 150 feet on Coit avenue and 208 feet deep between 
Trowbridge and Fairbanks streets. It is a two-story and base- 
ment brick building 32x74 feet in size and contains four rooms 
with sittings for 200 pupils. It is heated by furnaces and well 
ventilated. The closets are located in the basement and are 
connected with sewer and supplied with city water. 

Estimated value of property $10,000.00 

Insurance 2,000.00 

Congress street school is located in the Third ward. Lot 
278 feet on Congress street and 152 feet on Lake avenue. It is 
a two-story and basement brick building having eight rooms 
with sittings for 400 pupils. It is heated by steam and prop- 
erly ventilated. Water closets are in the basement and are 
connected with the sewer. 

Estimated value of property $20,000.00 

Insurance 3,000.00 

Diamond street school is located in the Second ward. 
Lot 261 feet on Fountain street, 120 feet on Diamond street 
and 120 feet on Hazel street. It is a two^story and basement 
brick building containing eight rooms with sittings for 400 
pupils. It is heated by steam, well lighted and ventilated, and 
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has the closets in the basement. They are connected with the 
sewer and supplied with city water. 

Estimated value of property $20,000.00 

Insurance 4,000.00 

East Bridge street school is located in the Fourth ward 
on East Bridge street, between Prospect street and North Col- 
lege avenue. Lot 209 feet on East Bridge street by 194 feet 
deep. It is a two-story and basement brick building contain- 
ing ten rooms with sittings for 500 pupils. It is well lighted 

and ventilated and is heated by steam. Closets are located in 
the basement and are connected with city water and sewer. 

Estimated value of property .$36,000.00 

Insurance. 4,000.00 

East Leonard street school is located in the Fifth ward, 
corner of East Leonard street and North avenue. The lot is 
200 feet square, on which is erected a two-story and basement 
brick building with slate roof. It contains eight rooms with 
sittings for 400 puppils. It is heated by steam, well ventilated 
and has closets in the basement connected with city water and 
sewer. 

Estimated value of property $21,000.00 

Insurance 4,000.00 

Fountain street school is located in the Second ward. 
The lot has 295 feet frontage on Fountain street by 250 feet 
deep, between North Prospect street and North College ave- 
nue. This is a three-story and basement brick building 60x80 
feet containing nine rooms with sittings for 450 pupils. It is 
heated by steam and well ventilated, with closets in the base- 
ment, which are connected with city water and sewer. 

Estimated value of property .$40,000.00 

Insurance 4,000.00 
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Hall street school is located in the Twelfth ward. The 
lot is 200 feet on Hall street and 150 feet on Grandville avenue, 
on which is erected a two-story and basement brick building 
with slate roof containing twelve rooms with sittings for 600 
pupils. It is heated by steam and well ventilated, with closets 
in the basement which are connected with city water and 
sewer. 

Estimated value of property $28,000.00 

Insurance 4,000.00 

Henry street school is located in the Tenth ward, on 
Henry and James streets, between Wealthy avenue and Logan 
street. Lot 150 feet on Henry and James streets by 270 
feet deep. On it is erected a two-story and basement brick 
building containing eight rooms with sittings for 400 pupils. 
It is heated and ventilated by the Ruttan Warming and Ven- 
tilating System. The closets are located in the basement and 
are connected with the sewer and city water. 

Estimated value of property. $22,000.00 

Insurance 4,000.00 

Jefferson avenue school is located in the Eleventh ward, 
near Fair street. The lot is 166 feet on Jefferson and Cass 
avenues and 262 feet deep. It is a two-story and basement 
brick building with slate roof containing twelve rooms with 
sittings for 600 pupils. It is heated by steam, well ventilated 
and has closets in the basement connected with city water and 
sewer. 

Estimated value of property $29,000.00 

Insurance 4,000.00 

Jefferson street school is located in the Ninth ward on 
Jefferson, California and Gold streets. The lot is 246x132 feet, 
on which is erected a three-story and basement brick building 
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containing twelve rooms with sittings for 600 pupils. It is 
heated by steam, well ventilated and has closets in the base- 
ment connected with city water and sewer. 

Estimated vaule of property $35,000.00 

Insurance 3,000.00 

Lake school is located in the Third ward. Lot t66 feet on 
Wealthy avenue and 99 feet on School street. It is a two- 
story and basement brick building, heated by furnace and 
contains two rooms with sittings for 100 pupils. The closets 
are located in the basement, connected with the sewer and sup- 
plied with city water. 

Estimated value of property $ 5,000.00 

Insurance 2,000.00 

Madison avenue school is located in the Tenth ward on 
the corner of Madison, Fifth and Terrace avenues. The lot 
is 183 feet 7 inches by 194 feet 6 inches, on which is erected a 
substantial two-story and basement brick building with slate 
roof. It contains twelve rooms with sittings for 600 pupils. It 
is heated by steam, well ventilated and has closets in the base- 
ment connected with city water and sewer. 

Estimated value of property $38,000.00 

Insurance 4,000.00 

North Division street school is located in the Fourth 
ward on the corner of East Bridge, North Division and 
North Ionia streets. The lot is 169x174 feet, on which is 
erected a two-story and basement brick building containing 
ten rooms with sittings for 500 pupils. It is heated by st/eam 
and is well ventilated. The closets are located in the basement 
and are connected with city water and sewer. 

Estimated value of property $50,000.00 

Insurance 4,000.00 
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North Ionia street school is located in the Fift'i ward, on 
North Ionia street between Walbridg^e and Coldbrook streets. 
The lot is 200 feet square, on which is erected a three-story 
and basement brick building^ containing twelve rooms with 
sittings for 600 pupils. It is heated by steam, well ventilated, 
with water closets in the basement connected with city water 
and sewer. 

Estimated value of property $50,000.00 

Insurance 4,000.00 

Oakdale school is located in the Eleventh ward on Oak- 
dale avenue between Seymour street and Kalamazoo avenue. 
The lot is 180 feet on Oakdale avenue and 125 feet deep, on 
which is rected a two-story and basement frame building con- 
taining four rooms with sittings for 200 pupils. It is heated 
by furnace and well ventilated. Closets are located in the rear 
of the lot. 

Estimated value of property $ 7,000.00 

Insurance 2,000.00 

Palmer avenue school is located in the Fifth ward on the 
corner of Watrous and Palmer avenues and Ann street. The 
lot is 250x190 feet, on which is erected a two-story and base- 
ment brick building with slate roof. It contains eight rooms 
with sittings for 400 pupils. It is heated by steam, well ven- 
tilated and has closets in the basement connected with city 
water and sewer. 

Estimated value of property $22,000.00 

Insurance 4,000.00 

Pine street school is located in the Seventh ward on the 
corner of Pine and First streets. The lot is 187x200 feet, on 
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which is erected a two-story and basement brick building with 

slate roof. It contains eight rooms with sittings for 400 pupils. 

It is heated by steam and has closets in the basement con- 
nected with city water and sewer. 

Estimated value of property $22,000.00 

Insurance 4,000.00 

Plainfied avenue school is ocated in the Fifth ward on 

Plainfied avenue, between Quimby street and Hanover court. 

The lot is 200 feet square, on which is erected a two-story and 

basement brick building containing ten rooms with sittings 
for 500 pupils. It is heated by steam, well ventilated and has 

closets in the basement connected with city water and sewer. 

Estimated value of property $29,000.00 

Insurance 4,300.00 

Second avenue school is located in the tirst ward on 
Second avenue near Grandvile avenue ; size of lot 264 feet on 
Second avenue by 330 feet deep, on which is erected a two- 
story and basement ten-room brick building with sittings for 
500 pupils. It is heated by steam and has closets in the base- 
ment which are connected with city water and sewer. 

On the same lot is a one-story frame building containing 
one room, heated by stove, is used for kindergarten purposes, 
purposes. 

Estimated value of property $35,000.00 

Insurance 4,000.00 

Seventh street school is located in the Seventh ward on 
the comer of Stocking and Seventh streets. The lot is 120x287 
feet, on which is erected a two-story and basement brick build- 
ing containing six rooms with sittings for 300 pupils. It is 
heated by steam and well ventilated. The closets are located 
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in the basement and connected with city water and sewer. 

Estimated value of property $20,000.00 

Insurance 3,000.00 

Sibley street school is located in the Eighth ward on 
Sibley and Jackson streets, between Indiana street and South 

Lane avenue. The lot is 165 feet on Sibley and Jackson 
streets and 265 feet deep, on which is erected a two-story and 
basement brick building with slate roof. It contains eight 
rooms with sittings for 400 pupils. It is heated by steam and 
has closets in the basement connected with city water and 
sewer. 

Estimated value of property $21,000.00 

Insurance 4,000.00 

South Division street school is located in the First ward 
on the corners of South Division, Bartlett and Commerce 
streets. The lot is 165 feet on South Division and Commerce 
streets and 286 on Bartlett street. This is a two-story and 
basement brick building with slate roof. It contains fourteen 
rooms with sittings for 700 pupils. It is heated by steam, well 
ventilated, lighted with gas and has closets in the basement 
connected with city water and sewer. 

Estimated value of property $75,000.00 

Insurance. 5,000.00 

South Ionia street school is located in the Twelfth ward 
on the corner of Fifth avenue and South Ionia street. The 
lot is 198x132 feet, on which is erected a two-story and base- 
ment frame building containing four rooms with sittings for 
200 pupils. It is heated by furnaces and has water closets in 
the basement connected with city water and sewer. 

Estimated value of property $10,000.00 

Insurance 2,000.00 
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Straight street school is located in the Ninth wrad on the 
corner of Straight and Watson streets. The lot is 217x122 
feet, on which is erected a two-story and basement brick build- 
ing containing eight rooms with sittings for 400 pupils. It is 
heated by steam, well ventilated and has closets in the base- 
ment connected with city water and sewer. On the rear of 
the lot is located a two-story frame building containing two 
rooms with sittings for 80 pupils. It is heated by furnace. 

Estimated value of property $24,000.00 

Insurance 5,500.00 

Turner street school is located in the Sixth ward on the 
corner of Turner, Broadway and Eleventh streets. The lot is 
200x250 feet, on which is erected a two-story and basement 
brick building containing twelve rooms with sittings for 600 
pupils. It is heated by steam, well ventilated and has closets 
in the basement connected with city water and sewer. 

Estimated value of property $28,000.00 

Insurance 4,000.00 

Walker school is located in the Sixth ward on West 
Leonard street near Frederick street. The lot is 100 feet on 
West Leonard street and 149 feet deep, on which is erected a 
one-story frame building containing two rooms with sittings 
for 100 pupils. It is heated by stoves. 

Estimated value of property $ 2,000.00 

Insurance , 800.00 

Wealthy avenue school is located in the Tenth ward on 
the comer of Wealthy and Cass avenues and Lafayette 
street. The lot is 250 feet square, on which is erected a two- 
story and basement brick building containing ten rooms with 
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sittings for 5cx> pupils. It is heated by steam and has closets 
in the basement connected with city water and sewer. 

Estimated value of property $52,000.00 

Insurance 5,000.00 

West Leonard street school is located in the Sixth ward 
on the corner of West Leonard, Quarry and Elizabeth streets. 
The lot is 250x300 feet, on which is erected a two-story and 
basement brick building with slate roof. It contains eight 
rooms with sittings for 400 pupils. It is heated by steam, well 
ventilated and has closets in the basement connected with city 
water and sewer. 

Estimated value of property $22,000.00 

Insurance 2,000.00 

Widdicomb street school is located in the Sixth ward. 
The lot is 120 feet on Widdicomb street and 168 feet on West 
Leonard street, on which is erected a two-story and basement 
brick building with slate roof. It has eight rooms with sittings 
for 400 pupils. It is heated by steam, well ventilated and has 
closets in the basement connected with city water and sewer. 

Estimated value of property .^ $21,000.00 

Insurance 3,000.00 

The Board owns, jointly with District No. 6 of Grand Rap- 
ids township, a school site located on the corner of Coit and 
Knapp avenues. The site is valued at $3,000, of which the 
share of the Board is 9-i6th, or about $1,500.00. 
Estimated value of library and 

library furniture $66,000.00 

Insurance on same 7,300.00 
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RECAPITULATION. 

Total value of property $1,199,000.00 

Total amount of insurance 148,400.00 

New roofs at a cost of $2,500 have been put on several of 
the older buildings including a slate roof at East Bridge street 
school. 

A school site 230x264 with frontage on Alexander, Winsor 
and Neland avenues was purchased this year. An eight room 
building is in process of erection on this site with prospect of 
an early completion. 

Your committee has also made the usual repairs, such as 
painting, refinishing, etc., incidental to keeping thirty-five 
buildings in such first-class condition as your committee be- 
lieves our school buildings to be in. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Hbnry H. Lbffingwkll, 
John Rowson, 
Frank E. Brown, 
J. G. Blicklky, 
John H. Joldkrsma, 

Committee on Buildings. 
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SCHEDULE OF SCHOOL PROPERTY. 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON 
WAYS AND MEANS. 



To THK Board of Education op the City op Grand Rapids: 

Your Committee on Ways and Means would respectfully 
report that, after a careful inventory, they find the following 
property in possession of the Board : 

Real estate, library and library furniture $1,257,500 

Personal property 60,000 



Total $1,317,500 

The personal property of the Board is distributed among 
the buildings as follows : 



Central Hlgrh school $16,975 36 

Central Grammar school 1.595 50 

Union school 3,785 52 

Klndergrarten 100 00 

Baxter street school 897 54 

Buchanan street school 900 00 

Central avenue school 1,156 80 

Colt avenue school 653 80 

Congress street school 1,438 82 

Diamond street school 810 20 

Bast Bridgre street school... 1,522 28 

!E3a8t Leonard street school. 817 28 

Fountain street school 1,419 30 

Hall street school 1,525 90 

Henry street school 1,110 00 

Jefferson avenue school 1,400 00 

Jefferson street school 1,224 47 

Lake school 250 25 

Madison avenue school 1,279 25 

North Division st. school.. 1,000 00 



North Ionia street school. . . 2,028 00 

Oakdale school 489 70 

Palmer avenue school 594 69 

Pine street school 1,100 30 

Plainfleld avenue school.... 1,372 00 

Second avenue school 1,204 30 

Seventh street school 546 00 

Sibley street school 702 46 

South Division street school 1,508 30 

South Ionia street school... 624 50 

Straight street school 1,021 20 

Turner street school 1,715 50 

Walker school 200 00 

Wealthy avenue school 1,155 25 

West Leonard street school 1,067 62 

Widdlcomb street school.... 754 00 

Superintendent's office 472 00 

Supply room 2,900 00 

Board room 565 00 



Total $60.000 00 



Respectfully submitted, 

M. C. DkJager, 
J. A. S. Verdier, 
E. F. Sweet. 
Committee on Ways and Means. 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON 

PUBLIC LIBRARY. 



To THE Board op Education of the City of Gramd Rapids: 

Your Committee on Public Library herewith presents the 
annual report of the Librarian for the year ending August 31, 
1901. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Joseph Albright, 
M, C. DeJager, 
Ed. H. Stein, 

Committee. 



LIBRARIAN'S REPORT, 1900-1901. 



To THE Committee of the Grand Rapids Public Library: 

Gentlemen : — I hereby beg to submit my annual report 
covering a period from September i, 1900, to September i, 1901. 

Just at this time, while we are on the verge of a new epoch 
in the life of our library, it will not be amiss to give a resume 
of its history. 

The Grand Rapids Public Library dates back to February 
24, 1858, when a large and enthusiastic meeting was held in 
Luce's Hall for the purpose of organizing a Mercantile Library 
Association within the city of Grand Rapids. A small library 
of less than one hundred volumes had been collected by the 
district at an early date, and was kept in the garret of the old 
''stone school house." This library had received several dona- 
tions during and after the date mentioned, especially the vol- 
umes of an organization known as the "City Library Associa- 
tion," and with this new aquisition numbered some 2,000 books. 
A room in the tower of the Central School house was occupied 
by the consolidated library. Pupils of the several schools of 
the district, together with residents of the city not members, 
were given the privileges of the library upon the payment of 
thirty cents to go toward the maintenance of the same. Owing 
to the location of the library, the circulation of books at that 
time was not general among the citizens. After several con- 
solidations with other organizations, notably that of the Ladies' 
Reading Club, the circulation increased rapidly. Each suc- 
ceeding year, the number of books added to the library in- 
creased, until measures for their removal to more commodious 
quarters became necessary. This was finally accomplished in 
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187s, when the library was opened to the public in the second 
story of the Ledyard block. It remained there in charge of 
Miss Holcomb, Mrs. Putnam, Mrs. Wood and afterwards 

- Henry J. Carr, until October, 1888, when it was finally moved 

to the present quarters in the City Hall. 

^ For a number of years it has become apparent to everyone 

r that the quarters occupied are wholly unsuitable for the pur- 
pose intended. The citizens of Grand Rapids may consider 
themselves fortunate in having the problem of a permanent 

home for the library solved for them by the magnificent offer of 

Martin A. Ryerson who has so generously agreed to erect a 

public library building costing not less than $150,000, provided 

only that the city purchase and pay for a suitable site. This 

condition was complied with in July, 1901, the site selected 

being the northeast corner of Bostwick and North Park Street. 



Receipts and Expenditures. 

The receipts and expenditures of the library for the fiscal 
year were as follows : 

BOOK FUND. 

Receipts $ 3,011 06 

Expended 2,123 97 

Balance $ 887 09 

EXPENSE FUND. 

Receipts. $ 9,360 04 

Expended 7>S49 03 

Balance $ 1,811 01 

PETTY CASH. 

Receipts, library fines $ 531 70 

Expended 518 58 

Balance $ 13 12 
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It will please be noted that the library expenses were very 
much increased this year by the payment of gas bills of pre- 
vious years and a bill of $292 incurred during the year 1899, 
for redecorating the library rooms. 

REGISTRATION. 

The registration shows that 5,745 cards were issued this 

year. These cards are good for two years from the date of 

issue. 

Total number in force Sept. i, 1900 13,211 

Issues, series i 3»o25 

Issues, school series A 2,551 

Issues, teachers' cards 169 

Total number issued S»745 

Cancelled, series i 3,072 

Cancelled, school series A 2,192 

Cancelled, teachers' 



• • 



Total number cancelled 5,264 

Total increase 481 

Number in force Sept. i, 1901 13,692 

TEJACHBRS' CARDS. 

Number of teachers using cards, Sept. i, 1900, to Sept. i, 
1901 170 

CIRCTJIiATION. 

The number of books and periodicals issued for home use 

has been 135,230, a daily average of 442. 

Main library. 135,230 

Branch libraries. 62,706 

Medical library. 35 

Total 197,971 

Mounted pictures 2,192 
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BOOKS DRAWN ON TEACHERS' CARDS. 

Philosophy 19 

Religion S3 

Sociology 14s 

Philology 16 

Science 182 

Useful Arts 26 

Fine Arts 90 

Literature 244 

Travel 157 

Biography 228 

History 511 

French i 

German i 

Polish 

Polygraphy. 78 

Juvenile Fiction 148 

Fiction s 71 

Total i>970 

CHILDREN'S DEPARTMENT. 

Every Saturday, between the hours of 9 and 12 A. M., one 
of the assistanits receives the children in the east corridor ad- 
joining the circulating department, and there they are enter- 
tained with an instructive program suitable to the day or 
season. 

Picture bulletins of celebrated men and women of especial 
interest to the children have been hung on the walls with lists 
of books accompanying them, and in some cases the books 
themselves have been placed on adjoining shelves open to the 
children. 

Here they are taught to select and draw books intelligently, 
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to handle them carefully. They are also instilled with the de- 
sire to read only the best. "To teach the children to love good, 
pure literature is one of the grandest works that can be en- 
gaged in." 

This work can be more advantageously carried on in the 
new library building than is possible in the present quarters. 

The room has been open Saturday mornings from Decem- 
ber I, 1900, to April 20, 1901. 

Total attendance 670 

Average daily attendance 33 
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BRANCH UBRARIBS. 

There has been a decided increase in the circulation of the 
Branch Libraries in the past year. The extent of their use de- 
pends largely upon the teachers who, without exception, have 
heartily co-operated with the library, and to them is largely 
due the excellent results accomplished. 

STATISTICS or BItANCtI UBRARIEl. 
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CATALOGUE DEPARTMENT. 

The total number of books prepared for use during the 
year was 2,460 volumes. 

The analytical work undertaken the past year has proven 
very successful in revealing much valuable material to the 
readers. 

February, 1901, a duplicate card catalogue was com- 
menced, and all new books added to the library may be found 
there. The work of copying the old material not printed in the 
"Second Supplement" will be carried on as time permits. This 
catalogue is placed in the circulating department so as to be 
easily accessible to the patrons of the library, making it easy 
for them to keep in touch with the latest additions. 

Following is a detailed account of additions by classes : 
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ACCESSIONS TO THE LJBRAHY* 

Number of volumes in the library, Sept. i, 1900. 56402 

Added by purchase to main library 738 

Added by purchase to branch libraries 860 

Added by gifts. ., 499 

Added by bound periodicals 244 

Worn out books replaced 119 

Total additions 2,460 

Withdrawn as worn out 689 

Withdrawn, lost and paid for. ., 28 

Withdrawn, lost and not paid for. 13 

Total withdrawals 730 

Total increase i>730 

No. of volumes in the library. Sept, i, 1901 58,132 

VOLUMEJS IN THE LIBRARY CLASSED BY LANGUAGES. 

English 54,849 

French 202 

German i,57o 

Holland 1,049 

Polish 462 

Total.. 58,132 

PAMPHLETS. 

No. of pamphlets in the library, Sept. i, 1900. . 3*769 

No. of pamphlets added. 435 

No. of pamphlets withdrawn 4 

Total increase 431 

No. of pamphlets in library, Sept. i, 1901 4,200 

MOUNTED PICTURES. 

No. mounted pictures, Sept. i, 1900 578 

No. of mounted pictures added 534 

Total no. in library Sept. i, 1901 . . . 1,112 
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RBFE)RENCB LIBRARY. 

One of the most important features of the Library is the 
Reference Department, where persons in all walks of life come 
for help and information. The subjects called for are varied 
and it takes most of the time of one assistant to look them up. 
An index of these subjects is kept for future reference. 

As it is desirable to co-operate more closely with the 
schools and clubs of our city, teachers have been requested to 
send lists of special subjects to be studied, and programs of 
literary clubs have been obtained as soon as issued. The ref- 
erences have been prepared in advance so that the student 
may lose no time. 

A number of helpful and valuable works have been added 
during the year. 

A most important recommendation for books needed in 
this department is the filling of the breaks in the magazine 
sets. The growing use of magazine articles by students and 
club workers makes this material helpful. 

As will be noticed by the statistics, the number of readers 
is not so large as last year, owing to the fact that certain hours 
were set aside for the children in another department which 
lessens the crowded condition for the time being, much to the 
relief of students. 

Attendance 34>o7S 

Daily average attendance iii 

Books from circulating department 

used for reference 5490 

MEn>ICAlL. LIBRARY. 

Attendance 48 

Books drawn on cards 35 
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BINDING. 

Main library, books bound 2,023 

Main library, periodicals bound 242 

Branch libraries, books bound 800 

Total 3,065 

Expense of binding $1,030.00 

REPAIRING. 

Main library, books repaired I4»733 

Branch libraries, books repaired i>333 

Total 16,066 

CONDITION OP LIBRARY. 

An inventory of the library was taken during the summer 
months, the first one taken since 1898, and, as a result, 49 books 
were unaccounted for. Of these 42 were from the main library, 
6 from the Medical department, i from the Reference room. 
All of these were inexpensive books and a large majority of a 
small size. 

The work was done, as usual, without interrupting the cir- 
culation. Seven hundred and thirty volumes have been dis- 
carded because of their low rank in literature, or on account of 
their soiled and imperfect condition. The most worthy of these 
latter hav€ been replaced. 

The high character of literature read in our city is a sub- 
ject for congratulation. That fiction predominates over sci- 
ence, biography or history, as shown by the statistics, is nat- 
ural, as so large a proportion of readers demand recreative 
reading, especially during the summer months. This demand 
is partly filled by the periodical list, of which we have a long 
and ever increasing list. 

That the wishes of the people may be consulted in the se- 
lection of new books, blank cards have been provided upon 



36 GRAND RAPIDS PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 

which the title and author of any book not in the library may 
be written with the request for its purchase. These requests 
are placed on file, and such books as seem adapted to the needs 
of the library are bought, it being the aim always to select 
only the best in each line. The person making the request has 
the privilege of the first use of the book after it is placed in 
circulation. 

. In conclusion, your librarian wishes to express her per- 
sonal thanks to the members of the staff for their earnest and 
faithful attention to their duties and hearty co-operation, and 
also wishes to thank the Committee for the kind consideration 
and courtesy with which they have accepted the recommenda- 
tions and measures presented to them from time to time. 

Respectfully submitted, 

E1.IZABETH Steinmann, 

Librarian. 
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APPENDIX. 

No. of books in circulating library, Sept. i, 1900 41,171 

No. of books in circulating library, Sept. i, 1901 42,189 

Increase 1,018 

No. of documents in library, Sept. i, 1900 6,187 

No. of documents in library, Sept. i, 1901 5,598 

Increase 411 

Total number of books in library, Sept. i, 1901 58,132 

No. of registered book takers, Sept. i, 1900 13,211 

No. of registered book takers, Sept. i, 1901 13,692 

Increase 481 

No. of books rebound 2,823 

No. of magazines bound. 242 

No. of books discarded. 730 

No. of books lost and paid for 28 

No. of books lost and not paid for. 13 
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RULES AND REGULATIONS OF THE 
PUBLIC SCHOOL LIBRARY. 



This Library being established as a Public Library, it is 
the purpose of the Board of Education, in prescribing the fol- 
lowing rules, to avoid all restrictions not essential to the proper 
custody, control and preservation of the books. 

These rules, therefore, will be carefully enforced and fol- 
lowed by those having charge of the library, as well as those 
participating in its use. 

Rule I. The Library shall be under the immediate control 
and supervision of the Librarian, and in her absence the first 
and second assistants shall have full power to act as librarian 
in the order of their positions. 

Rule 2. The following persons shall be entitled to borrow 
books from the library for home use, upon the conditions pre- 
scribed in the next rule, viz.: All inhabitants of the city of 
Grand Rapids above the age of ten years, and all persons under 
the age of ten years who are members of the public schools in 
good standing. 

Rule 3. Before any person shall be allowed to take books 
from the library, he shall, with a surety (who shall be a person 
of full age) sign an agreement, or make a satisfactory deposit 
with the Librarian. 

Rule 4. All inhabitants of Grand Rapids of respectable 
character, suitable age and orderly conduct and condition, shall 
have free access to the library, for consultation, during all 
regular hours. 
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Rule 5. The library shall be open from 9 a. m. until 8 p. m. 
each day, except on Sunday, when the Reference Room shall 
be open from i to 6 p. m., and on Mondays, Wednesdays, and 
Saturdays, when it shall be open until 9 p. m. 

Rule 6. No book shall be taken from the shelves, in any 
part of the library, by any person not employed in the service 
of the library. 

Rule 7. No person shall have for home use more than one 
volume on any one day, and no book shall be retained by the 
person borrowing it more than fourteen days : Provided, al- 
ways, that any book may be borrowed twice by the same per- 
son, but not more than twice, until it shall have been returned 
to the library, and shall have remained there at least one full 
library day. Periodicals circulated in their monthly issue, and 
books marked "Seven day books," can be retained but seven 
days and are not subject to renewal. 

Rule 8. No person who has borrowed a book from the 
library shall lend it to one not a member of the same house- 
hold. 

Rule 9. To protect the library against loss, and to secure 
to all a just and equitable share in its benefits, any person de- 
taining a book longer than the regulation permit, shall be fined 
two cents per day for each day of such retention, the Librarian 
being charged with the collection of these and all other dues 
to the library. 

Rule 10. Any book detained two weeks beyond the time 
limited by these regulations, shall be sent for by the Librarian 
and twenty cents shall be paid by the person who so detained 
it, to defray the expense of sending for it. 

Rule II. Encyclopaedias, dictionaries and other books 
needed for reference in the library building, books not easily 
to be replaced in consequence of their rarity or value, books 
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expressly given for reference only, and books deemed by the 
Committee on Library to be unsuited for general circulation, 
shall be used only in the building: Provided, nevertheless, 
that in order to allow the widest practicable use of the library, 
consistent with its preservation and greatest efficiency, a per- 
son desiring to borrow any book whatever (except such books 
as may have been given on condition that they should not be 
taken from the library), and stating the reason for it in writ- 
ing to the committee, shall, if the reasons are deemed sufficient, 
be permitted to borrow it under proper conditions. 

Rule 12. All injuries to books beyond a reasonable wear, 
and all losses, shall be made good to the satisfaction of the 
Librarian by the person liable; every book detained above 
three months being held to be lost. The turning down of 
leaves or marking a book shall also subject the person to a fine 
of five or more cents. 

Rule 13. All books must be returned to the library at such 
time as may be required by the Committee on Library, under 
penalty of a fine of one dollar for each volume detained ; but 
reasonable notice of the time of returning them shall be given 
in at least two daily papers of the city. 

Rule 14. Any stranger or person visiting the city for the 
purpose of literary or scientific investigation, may, temporar- 
ily, receive the benefits of the books within the library building 
by making a satisfactory deposit with the Librarian. 

Rule 15. Any person abusing the privilege of the library 
by unbecoming conduct, by the violation of any of the regula- 
tions, by intentional defacement of a book by writing in it, or 
in any other way, shall be immediately reported to the Com- 
mittee on Library, who shall, if they think the case requires it, 
exclude such person, for a time or permanently, from the 
library, according to the nature and degree of the delinquency 
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or default; but in case of any gross offense, the Librarian shall 
act summarily in the matter and cause the offender to be at 
once expelled from the rooms, reporting the case to the com- 
mittee as soon as possible, in writing, for their final decision. 

Rule i6. The Librarian of the Public School Library shall 
act under the direction of the Committee on Library, w^hose 
executive officer she shall be, so far as pertains to the details 
of the library and branch libraries, and give her whole time to 
the library. She shall have power to withhold the privileges 
of the library from any person who shall abuse such privileges 
or who does not conform to the rules, and report such action 
to the Committee on Public School Library. 

Rule 17. It shall be her duty to see that the rules of the 
Board are enforced ; to superintend the work of the attendants ; 
to have the supervision of the furniture, books and all appur- 
tenances belonging to the libraries, to give directions to the 
janitress for the proper care of the same, and to see that such 
directions are fully obeyed, and to report any injury to the 
Public School Library property to the Committee on Library. 
She shall keep the card catalogue up to date. 

Rule 18. She shall make herself familiar with the various 
methods of library economy and the progress of libraries in 
other places, so that she may be better prepared to devise ap- 
propriate means for the advancement of the Public School 
Library of this city to the highest possible standard of effi- 
cieny and usefulness. She shall report the condition of the 
libraries under her charge at the committee meetings and make 
such recommendations as may seem necessary. 

Rule 19. She shall appoint one of the approved library 
substitutes a supply in case of the temporary absence of any 
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one of the library attendants, subject to the approval of the 
Library Committee. 

Rule 20. She shall collect such fines as are imposed by the 
rules for overdrawn or damaged books and such moneys as are 
paid into the library from the deposits, by the sale of catalogues 
and finding lists. 

Rule 21. It shall be her duty to send to the Board, an- 
nually, a written report giving the condition of the libraries, 
statistics of the use and growth of said libraries, with such 
suggestions as may be useful to continue their further growth 
and improvement. 

She shall also make monthly report to the Library Com- 
mittee of all moneys received, showing sources from which 
received, also all payments and receipts for the same. 

Rule 22. Library substitutes shall be appointed only after 
passing a competitive examination in literature, history and 
general topics. Library attendants must also pass an addi- 
tional examination in library economy, securing an average 
above Jo per cent. They shall become familiar with the gen- 
eral workings of the Library and co-operative with the libra- 
rian in advancing its interests and making the use of the 
Library educational to its patrons. 

Rule 23. They shall observe a quiet, lady- like, helpful de- 
meanor in their attendance on the general public, and faith- 
fully carry out all directions which the librarian shall give 
them. They shall be required to report for duty five minutes 
before each day's work regularly begins and make a record of 
their attendance. 

Rule 24. The librarian, first and second assistants, shall 
receive such salaries as shall be fixed by the Board of Educa- 
tion. All other regular assistants shall be divided into four 
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classes, and shall receive the following salaries, which will be 
paid monthly : 

Class I $28 per month. 

Class 2 32 per month. 

Class 3 36 per month. 

Qass 4 50 per month. 

Length of service and proficiency in the performance of 
duties shall be taken into consideration in the promotion of 
assistants. Approved library substitutes shall receive from ten 
to fifteen cents per hour for actual work, according to their ca- 
pacity and time of service. 

All advancements to be determined by the Library Com- 
mittee and authorized by the Board. 

Rule 25. All applications for leave of absence shall be 
made to the Library Committee, and vacations shall not ex- 
ceed two weeks in any one year (without loss of pay) and at 
such times as will least interfere with the routine of library 
work. 

Assistants, however, may be given not more than four days 
additional each year, without loss of pay, at the discretion of 
the Library Committee, for the purpose of visiting other libra- 
ries, or attending library associations, or any meetings that 
would be instructive in their line of work. 
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REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT 

OF SCHOOLS. 



To THB H0NORAB1.E Board of Education of thi^ City of 
Grand Rapids: 

In accordance with your rules I herewith submit the 
twenty-ninth annual report of the public schools of this city 
for the school year ending September i, 1901, being the first 
which I have had the honor to present. 

It has been my purpose in this report to reflect existing 
conditions and at the same time to indicate something of the 
policy which should guide in matters of instruction and admin- 
istration in the immediate future. 

THB YEAR'S WORK. 

My official term began July 10, 1900. Naturally, plans for 
the year's work had in the main been completed before I came, 
hence the schools followed substantially the lines marked out 
by precedent. It seemed to me well under such conditions to 
pursue a conservative course and make no structural changes 
in the schools until a thorough study of existing conditions 
should reveal necessity for change and indicate the way in 
which needed changes might be effected most easily and most 
naturally. 

Two extremes are always to be avoided in school adminis- 
tration. One is the tendency to ignore all progress, to look 
backward rather than forward, to place more stress upon prec- 
edent than upon insight, to value more highly the traditional 
requirements of the school than the needs of the children ; in 
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such cases the school fails to meet the needs of an ever-chang- 
ing social and industrial life. 

The other is the tendency to adopt every new suggestion 
simply because it is new, to make hasty and ill-digested plans, 
to fail to gjasp fundamentals, to be wanting in perspective, in 
short to move without a rudder ; in such cases the school be- 
comes a feverish experimental station, lacking in stability and 
rational guidance. Both plans are unsatisfactory. The school 
must have stability and permanence ; it must be guided by con- 
servatism and wisdom ; but it must also be progressive, seeking 
new light and judiciously adapting and incorporating new 
truth. A wiser policy aims to preserve the good that is in the 
old, making it a basis of further progress, and seeks constantly 
a fuller and better adaptation to the needs of the child in its 
growth and development. The final test is that the school shall 
adapt itself to the demands of modern society and all plans are 
to justify themselves as vital steps in the evolution of the 
school as a social institution. 

In general the work of the year was without special feat- 
ures of interest. The admirable spirit of co-operation mani- 
fested everywhere and at all times by teachers was highly ap- 
preciated and served greatly to lighten the burden of the new 
work. All entered heartily and earnestly into a serious study 
of educational principles and problems. My official associates 
were cordial and helpful. Teachers were to an unusual degree 
free from disturbing influences and a general spirit of content- 
ment, so necessary to effective teaching, prevailed throughout 
the corps. This is a matter more vital to effectiveness in school 
work than will at first appear to the layman. Teaching is a 
spiritual process rather than a mechanical one and its effective- 
ness requires that those who administer it shall be free from 
distracting and disturbing influences. 
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The superintendent, assistant superintendent, principals 
and supervisors of special subjects were active in supervising 
work in the various schoolrooms throughout the year. Meet- 
ings of principals and supervisors for conference were held 
regularly; also grade meetings and general meetings of all 
teachers were held from time to time. These meetings af- 
forded opportunity for a comparison of ideas, for establishing 
a community of interest and a common policy of instruction 
and administration. Good schools are directed toward certain 
high aims and ideals; are dominated by certain beliefs con- 
stituting an educational creed; have a certain perspective of 
values which leads to the placing of emphasis on certain funda- 
mental phases of the work, hence adapt practice to the realiza- 
tion of these ends. The more rational the creed and the more 
effective the practice employed to attain it the better the sys- 
tem of schools. These meetings were directed mainly toward 
lifting into prominence certain fundamental ideals and estab- 
lishing certain general principles as a sort of working formula. 

In addition, the organization of principals undertook, 
through committees, some important work relative to certain 
phases of the course of sttidy and the systematic guiding of 
children's reading, including the responsible work of preparing 
a list of choice literature, to be placed at the disposal 
of teachers and ultimately to serve as a guide to the home 
in the selection of books for children's reading. These under- 
takings, immediately helpful as they are, serve as an indication 
of the commendable spirit of study and inquiry on the part of 
principals and supervisors into the best that may be done to 
make the schools genuinely serviceable to the children. 

Distinct encouragement was given throughout the year to 
the cultivation of a spirit of mutual co-operation between the 
school and the home. Perhaps this is the most fruitful and far- 
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reachingf work attempted. The school sought to enlist the ac- 
tive personal interest of the home in the work of the children. 
It also stimulated a growing interest in the welfare of the 
school and thus fostered a mutual good-will between the 
teacher on the one hand and the parent and children on the 
other. Parents' meetings were 'held in all the schools with 
gratifying results. The large attendance of parents gave 
abundant assurance of deep personal interest in the work of 
the schools. In some districts parents' clubs were formed and 
mothers' meetings organized, the latter especially in connec- 
tion with the kindergartens. In some cases interesting con- 
ferences were held and school problems discussed ; in all cases 
the written and constructive work of the children was in- 
spected. The helpful and supporting influence of these meet- 
ings was distinctly felt in the conduct of the schools. They 
were not only pleasant social events but they served greatly 
to strengthen the bond of mutual sympathy and co-operation 
without which the finer and better results of school training are 
lost to the child and to the community. These two great forces 
— the home and the school — ^both seeking the same end, viz., 
the highest good of the child, should supplement and re-en- 
force each other at every point and work together in mutual 
confidence and gcod-will. 

In working toward the attainment of these ends the school 
greatly increases its efficiency and value to the community. 
It integrates itself into the life of the neighborhood and be- 
comes an agency for social betterment. 

COURSE OP STUDY. 

Much importance attaches to the course of study. It con- 
stitutes the working formula for teachers. Until within recent 
years it was valued chiefly for its quantitive divisions of sub- 
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ject-matter. More and more it is regarded as merely sugges- 
tive, indicating minimum requirements and guiding in the dis- 
tribution of the emphasis. The measuring-stick idea in educa- 
tion has dropped into the background since th«e richest and best 
fruits of training appear in habits, disposition, character — and 
these are qualitative rather than quantitative results. Growth 
and the time-element have become correspondingly prominent. 

Formerly the course of study designated the pages of the 
text-book to be learned; now it designates subjects and phases 
of subjects to be treated and the book has fallen into its proper 
place as a tool of instruction, helpful in furnishing data and 
exercises but not itself to be taught. Then the teacher meas- 
ured her work in terms of text-book pages ; now she expresses 
progress in terms of a growing power to meet new conditions, 
to do new things, to apply knowledge to new fields of en- 
deavor. Then standards of promotion were based on quantita- 
tive results, on the amount of work done ; now advancement is 
determined chiefly by the gains in power and the probable abil- 
ity to meet the demands of the new work. Then the making of 
a course of study was a simple thing requiring neither scholar- 
ship nor insight. Now it is a delicate and difficult work re- 
quiring a high degree of professional skill, a sane perspec- 
tive of values among the various subjects of instruction, an 
intelligent appreciation of the scope and aim of education and 
a judicial attitude of mind. These are necessary to ensure 
against one-sidedness in training from which little children 
are great sufferers. Indeed one of the most difficult problems 
for a superintendent is to secure and maintain a proper balance 
among the various subjects of study and a judicious poise in the 
method of treatment. It must always be borne in mind that 
a conservative poise is vital to an all-sided training. More 
than all else, perhaps, does the making of a course of study 
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demand a delicate sense of discrimination with reference to the 
influence on children which certain subjects of study and cer- 
tain methods of instruction produce. The whole subject is 
one involving gjeat responsibility and the consideration of a 
wide range of contributive influences. 

In accordance with the recommendation of the committee 
on schools a revision of the course of study for the grades is in 
progress. The changes contemplated are chiefly those of ad- 
justment. Indeed a good course of study is a growth and is 
subject to constant change in order to meet new conditions 
and new insight. Changes mean simply a re-distribution of 
the emphasis among the various phases of school work. The 
recent changes in the high school course are designed to give 
simplicity and flexibility to the work, adapting it more fully to 
individual aptitudes and purposes. Rapid change is taking place 
in the industrial and commercial world. This affects social 
conditions; what further changes this may demand in educa- 
tional practice cannot yet be fully determined. That modifica- 
tion in school policy may be necessary to meet the new con- 
ditions is apparent to every thoughtful person. 

CHILDREN'S READING. 

The somewhat limited supply of reading matter for the 
grades received substantial increase during the year by the 
addition of choice material suited to re-enforce the work in 
history, geography, nature-study and literature. This new 
material was selected with great care and with much regard 
to its literary quality. It was greatly appreciated by the chil- 
dren and served to increase their interest as well as to foster 
a spirit of investigation and research. The quality of the read- 
ing material in the Grand Rapids schools is a matter of just 
pride. 
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The school teaches children to read and it is no less a part 
of its duty to cultivate a healthy literary taste. The habit of 
reading^ and the t&ste for the wholesome in literature must be 
established during the early period of the elementary school. 
The successful teacher of reading must herself be appreciative 
of good literature. No more important function than this be- 
longs to the school and no influence in the life of the child is 
more potent or more abiding than that of the habit of reading 
good books. 

The school has a further duty to the children in guiding 
their reading outside the school. The branch libraries in the 
various schools offer exceptional opportunity to teachers to 
stimulate and direct home-reading. This should be utilized 
to the fullest extent. The supply of books is meager but the 
plan is excellent and in time we may hope for a more liberal 
appropriation for this important adjunct to the school. Suc- 
cessful experiments have been made in many cities in sending 
sets of books to the various buildings, to be exchanged from 
time to time, thus forming a sort of circulating library. What 
these libraries contain and what the children read is of the 
utmost importance. To aid at this point the principals, acting 
through committees, are making a careful study of children's 
books with a view to prepare a choice list which may be placed 
at the disposal of teachers to serve as a guide in directing the 
reading of children. It is believed that the school may effec- 
tively join the home at this point by placing similar lists at 
its service. The undertaking is an important one and should 

result in improving the quality of the books read by the chil- 
dren. 

The abundant faith which our teachers manifest in the 
influence of good books on growing children is sufficient 
guaranty that this work, not heretofore attempted, will be 
made serviceable in the interests of child-training. 
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I am pleased to report a most cordial relation existing be- 
tween the public library and the public schools and an increas- 
ing tendency in all quarters to co-operate in the work. Our 
thanks are due the librarian for helpful privileges granted and 
for making the library a genuine aid to the schools. 

BEAUTY IN SCHOOL-ROOMS AND SCHOOLhGROUNDS. 

The growing appreciation of the effect of environment 
upon the attitude and tendencies of children is manifested in 
the increased attention shown everywhere to the decoration 
of school-houses and the embellishment of school-grounds. For 
the purpose of touching deep moral motives the school seeks 
to enlist the interest of children in these enterprises. They 
offer a common center for social endeavor, teach the value of 
organized effort and cultivate the sense of beauty in children. 

All of our school-rooms furnish abundant evidence of the 
efforts of children and teachers in this work in the choice pic- 
tures and plaster pieces which adorn the walls. They add 
beauty to the school-room and are helpful in supplementing 
the work of the school in literature, history and geography. In 
some buildings these art products represent an outlay of sev- 
eral hundred dollars. Last spring the schools shared in the 
general revival of interest in municipal beauty. In many 
buildings modest undertakings, consisting of window gardens, 
fence effects, etc., were attempted by teachers and pupils with 
much zeal and with a fair share of success. Helpful encour- 
agement and assistance were given by a committee of the La- 
dies' Literary Club. Superintendent Cukerski of the city parks 
also aided and the schools are grateful to him for suggestions 
and help and for plants which are usually destroyed at the ap- 
proach of winter. 

In addition to these efforts so successfully carried on by 
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teachers and pupils the Board of Education is lending its aid 
in this important work. The recent decoration of the school-* 
room walls in soft, pleasing tints, favorable to the light and 
restful to the nerves of children is most praiseworthy. In like 
manner the successful beginning made at embellishment of the 
larger school grounds, notably at Wealthy avenue, Ceatral 
Grammar and Central High schools is an important contribu- 
tion to municipal beauty. This initial work is worthy of the 
highest commendation. The general movement to beautify 
the city has deep social and moral significance, It is worthy 
of the active support of every citizen. Essentially it is an 
effort to purify and enrich the life of the people and as such it 
is a public benefaction. Grand Rapids enjoys an enviable repu- 
tation for the beauty of its homes and streets and the attempt 
to beautify its public-school grounds is only in keeping with 
the general spirit of progressiveness for which the city is 
noted. 

SOCIAL. FORCES. 

Every community has a progressive sentiment that makes 
for social well-being. Essentially it is educational in its in- 
fluence. It organizes for study and improvement, encourages 
adequate library privileges, provides lecture courses and art 
exhibits, supports social settlements, charity organizations and 
humane societies, establishes hospitals, homes for neglected 
and dependent children, and juvenile courts for delinquents, 
provides public parks and playgrounds, encourages municipal 
beauty and in various ways develops a strong community- 
interest and creates a healthy public opinion. 

Incidentally this same public spirit operates actively in 
support of school needs. It urges playgrounds, the decoration 
and sanitation of school buildings, the establishment of kin- 
dergartens, the introduction of manual training, art, music, 
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choice literature and physical training. It is a positive in- 
fluence in improving the standard of teachers and increasing 
the efficiency of the system. It stands ready at all times to 
co-operate with school authorities in securing improved con- 
ditions for public education. 

In an organized way this spirit differentiates itself into 
various specific interests, prominent among which are woman's 
clubs, art leagues, musical societies, commercial clubs, labor 
assemblies, young men's and young women's Christian asso- 
ciations, etc., each having its special field of activity. The 
school touches hands with all these varied interests, draws help 
and inspiration from all and offers a common meeting-ground 
for all forms of social endeavor. A federation of all these 
varied social forces that operate in the community for the 
spread of civic intelligence and the growth of community in- 
terest, with the school as a common center, would be a public 
benefaction. 

Grand Rapids ranks well in respect to these things. Dur- 
ing the past year the school has distinctly sought the helpful 
service of these various social forces in the interests of the 
children. Lectures to the children and to parents have been 
freely given, art products have been loaned or contributed, it 
has been possible for the children to hear good music rendered 
by the best local artists; indeed all the social forces in the com- 
munity have been drawn upon and have freely contributed 
from their wealth of material to the training of our children. 
For this generous spirit of helpfulness and co-operation I am 
profoundly grateful. Thanks are due the Ladies' Literary 
Club and the Grand Rapids Kindergarten Association for 
courtesies in extending invitations to the teachers of the city 
to hear special lectures given during the year. 

The activity of social forces and the tendency to place 
them all at the service of the school is significant and hopeful. 



58 GRAND RAPIDS PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 

PHYSICAL. TRAINING. 

Physical health lies at the foundation of mental power and 
useful service. For this reason it is one of the first things that 
should concern the school. The conviction is widespread that 
physical training is not less important than intellectual train- 
ing and that the school is enormously one-sided that interests 
itself solely in intellectual development. It is during the grow- 
ing period of the elementary school that physical training 
offers its greatest possibilities. 

Physical training means attention to those things that 
make for bodily well-being. It implies systematic muscular 
exercise having for its purpose health, strength and skill of 
body. These are to be secured through school-sports and gym- 
nastics. It is a common mistake to regard muscular exercise 
as valuable solely for developing size and strength of muscle. 
This of course is one of the ends reached. But equally impor- 
tant is the motor control acquired in executing the more com- 
plex movements involving higher co-ordination and yielding 
gains in bodily discipline. This is a functional growth, the 
advantage of whch becomes apparent when considered in the 
light of the well-known fact that the working power of the 
brain is essentially restricted to the control of the voluntary 
muscles. It is in the motor control of the body that the kinder- 
garten renders such large service to little children. 

Physical training is also remedial and corrective in its ef- 
fects. It relieves and often cures serious ailments. It counter- 
acts disease and corrects defects. Nervous diseases which are 
increasingly frequent in children are improved and often over- 
come by systematic exercise. Statistics show that fifteen to 
eighteen per cent, of school children have curvature of the 
spine. This and many other defects may be helped and often 
entirely corrected by judicious training during the period of 
rapid growth and development. 
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There can be no doubt that modern conditions of living 
greatly increase the need for physical training in the school. 
The adulteration of foods, contamination of air and water, im- 
perfect sanitation, excess of noises, irregular hours of sleep, 
lack of work — ^these are the influences that affect the children 
of the present day and are to be counteracted. City children 
lack the exercise necessary to give firmness and vigor to the 
muscles of the heart and lungs. They are often ill-developed 
and wanting in pride of bodily perfection. It is a mistake to 
suppose that children will take sufficient exercise in their free 
play to satisfy physical needs. Systematic exercise so planned 
as to realize the various ends of physical training is absolutely 
necessary to a high state of bodily development and health. 
The benefits are far-reaching and of permanent value. They 
extend beyond the mere present. Under the favoring condi- 
tions of intelligent physical training children will often out- 
grow and overcome what would otherwise develop into per- 
manent defects. 

As yet physical training has received only incidental atten- 
tion in the Grand Rapids schools. During the past year con- 
siderable interest was developed in school sports. Basket ball, 
curtain ball, bean bags, etc., were actively encouraged and in 
many schools a real zest for play was shown. In a few in- 
stances club swinging was attempted. The enthusiasm mani- 
fested by teachers and principals was most encouraging and 
all agree that school-spirit was greatly strengthened by this 
common bond of inetrest. These games have intellectual 
and moral value; they cultivate individual responsibility, 
promptness of decision and give experience in dealing with 
emergencies. They develop courage, endurance, self-control 
and the sense of fairness. Want of room serves as a positive 
hindrance .to this work in many buildings — even the attic 
rooms are rendered useless by a careless adjustment of the 
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ventilating apparatus. Every school building should have an 
assembly room suitable for school entertainments, parents' 
meetings, etc. Such a room would serve ordinarily for a gym- 
nasium and for school games. In many cities the hallways 
are used for this purpose and this is certainly preferable to 
nothing. A small amount of apparatus for each school and an 
intelligent director of physical training would place the yvork 
on a sound basis. The kind of teacher here contemplated is not 
a mere expert in gymnastics but a thoroughly trained director 
who is familiar with the physiological and psycholc^cal laws 
of growth and who can adapt exercise to the individual needs 
of children. I would strongly recommend that the work be or- 
ganized on this basis at such time as the Board of Education 
may feel justified in making the necessary expenditure which 
at the most would not be great. 

Public playgrounds are much needed in Grand Rapids and 
I hope to see the citizens unite in a common effort to provide 
this pressing need. The high schools should be provided with 
gymnasiums and regular work under skilled direction should 
be offered. 

The general movement to rationalize school practice and 
make it conform to the well-established laws of physiolog^r and 
psychology is significant and encouraging. Teachers are 
studying the periods of growth in children, the orderly devel- 
opment of the nervous system from the fundamental to the 
accessory, the special senses particularly those of eye and ear, 
mental fatigue, the emotions, the physical basis of tempera- 
ment, the effects of punishment before fellows, the motor ele- 
ment, etc., and are seeking to establish the practice of the 
school in the light of this investigation. Although the school 
is conservative and habit clings with wonderful tenacity yet 
the outlook is most hopeful that the school may become more 
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flexible and more genuinely helpful to each child at the point 
of greatest need. 

MANUAL. TRAINING. 

The approval by the city Council in October of an appro- 
priation of five thousand dollars for manual training and the 
subsequent introduction of the work into the fifth, sixth and 
seventh grades marked the distinctively new feature in the 
year's work. The unanimity of sentiment in both the Council 
and the Board of Education in favor of hand work as a factor 
in education' is cause for congratulation. 

A central shop for work in wood and a laboratory for cook- 
ing, each with an equipment for thirty-two pupils, were opened 
in the frame building on the grounds of the Central Grammar 
school. For the seventh grade pupils four classes were held 
daily, one and one-half hours in length, each class devoting one 
period a week to the work. There were 450 boys enrolled in 
the shop and 520 girls in the cooking laboratory — in both 970 
pupils. 

The total cost of equipment was $1,013.32, of which $579,98 
was for the shop and $433.34 for the laboratory. The cost of 
maintenance of the shop was $67.29 and of the laboratory 
$110.20, of both $177.49. 

The average cost per pupil for equipment is as follows : 

For boys .$1 28 

For girls 83 

For both..... i 05 

The average cost per pupil for maintenance is : 

For boys 15c 

For girls , 21c 

For both...... i8c 

In the fifth and sixth grades instruction in sewing and 
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knife-work was given in the regular school-rooms, the teachers 
of these branches visiting the various buildings once a week. 
In the knife-work 1,323 boys were enrolled and in the sewing 
1,307 girls, in both 2,630. The cost of equipment was $519.10, 
for maintenance in the knife-work $77.85, in the sewing $68.87. 
The average cost per pupil for maintenance was : 

For boys $ .06 

For girls 05 

For both 05 

The classes were started January 2, 1901, in charge of a 
director and six assistants, as follows: One teacher of car- 
pentry and joinery, one of cooking, two of knife-work and 
two of sewing. 

The introduction of this work marks a distinct event in 
public education in this city. Of course this initial work, cov- 
ering a period of six months is not sufficient data on which to 
base conclusions as to the validity of manual training for edu- 
cative purposes, but the results are entirely satisfactory and 
furnish abundant assurance that constructive work will in 
time fully justify itself as a vital and fundamental factor in 
education. 

The absorbing interest of the children in the work ; their 
better attendance at school on manual training days than on 
other days ; their growth in skill in manipulation, in earnest- 
ness and purposefulness, as well as in habits of patience and 
accuracy are unmistakable evidences of the vitalizing influence 
of the work. Further training may be expected to reveal its ef- 
fect upon the character of the children in a steady growth of 
will-power, manifesting itself in increased power of attention, 
concentration and perseverance; in a growing consciousness 
of their own power, of ability to do, to execute, to put forth, 
and a growing appreciation of the value of work ; in a growing 
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habit of using knowledge for practical life-purposes, adapting 
means to end, thus training the powers of judgment and rea- 
soning; in developing qualities of devotion and benevolence, 
directing their energies to the realization of purposes inti- 
mately related to their own lives and co-operating with others 
in work for common' ends. These are high aims affecting 
quality of character and citizenship, toward the realization of 
which manual training will be found a most potent agency. 

One phase of the educational importance of manual train- 
ing is its economic value. It is this that appeals strongly to 
most persons and justly so. Citizenship implies the ability to 
do something and to do it intelligently — to become an active 
factor in the economic life of the community. It means effi- 
ciency in all the relations of life and this includes the economic 
relation. The modern demand is for intelligent and skillful 
workers and it is fair to ask that the school shall heed the de- 
mand. 

Manual training has also a sociological value. The modem 
factory system of labor removes all work from boys. The 
growing evils of street loafing and vice are the consequences. 
Manual training gains a strong hold on this class of boys and 
saves many from absolute wreck. It will reduce the number 
of children annually sent to reformatory institutions. Indeed, 
there is an influence in manual training that lays hold of the 
entire organism of the child — ^physical, mental and moral — af- 
fecting his whole being and changing his attitude toward 
things and life. It trains the whole child and awakens him to 
the fact that there are useful things in the world to be done 
and that he has power to do some of them. Probably the 
vital thing in it all is that it offers opportunity for the exercise 
of the motor activities, directing them toward the interests 
that affect our very being — ^the problems involved in industrial 
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pursuits, in the processes of our daily living, in the pursuit of 
food, clothing and shelter. These have been the pressing prob- 
lems of the human race. They are life-problems and they 
command the interest of children. 

The movement in education toward emphasis of the motor 
activities as a factor in development is the most fundamental 
fact in the present trend in educational thought. Within a few 
years we have changed our conception of the child front that 
of a static, receptive being to that of a dynamic, active doer, 
and this accords more with common-sense observations of chil- 
dren. We have come to see that through the exercise of the 
motor activities the child develops himself, hence the business 
of the school is seen to be to provide the exercise-ground for 
the motor activities and to direct and guide them. Mamial 
training furnishes this need and connects directly with life- 
interests. 

Indeed, the motor activities constitute the point of de- 
parture around which educational practice centers. It is a 
method in education rather than a formal kind of work added 
to the usual curriculum of the school. It is education by and 
through hand-work and in introducing it the school is only 
adjusting its practice to its theory. Herein lies an important 
fact for the teacher of manual training; it aims at character 
and efficiency; it has distinct social and economic value; its 
results are to be expected in the child rather than in the prod- 
uct ; its value does not lie in the forms and exercises but in its 
adaptation to the needs of the children. Logically and ulti- 
mately it will find its root in — and grow out of — ^the other 
phases of school work. 

Manual training should be so planned as to stimulate orig- 
inality in children, enlist the pupils' individual interests and 
motives, offer opportunity for adapting means to end and pro- 
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vide for social co-operation. It is important that teachers of 
manual training should have this large view of the scope and 
aim of the work. The perfunctory giving of a series of set 
exercises will never accomplish these aims. The demand is for 
teachers of insight, scholarship and studentship. Mere tech- 
nical skill will not satisfy. Teachers are needed who will study 
the work from its educative side. 

The work, during the coming year, will include the eight 
grade pupils. Three additional centers will be opened for shop- 
work and cooking — ^in the Madison avenue, Plainfield avenue 
and Turner street schools. 

The Board of Education is to be congratulated on the in- 
troduction of the work into the elementary school where its 
need is most pressing and its influence on the nervous system 
is greatest. 

KINDBSROARTENS. 

At the beginning of the school year fourteen new kinder- 
gartens were opened and the work was organized under the 
direction of a supervisor. During the year the Waterloo free 
kindergarten was made a part of the public school system. 
Three additional kindergartens will be opened in September 
making in all twenty-nine public school kindergartens in the 
city. 

The conditions imposed by the Board of Education where- 
by any district may secure a kindergarten on the request of its 
citizens is a wise provision. It places the responsibility where 
it belongs. It guards against the opening of a kindergarten 
where its value has not become recognized. The prompt re- 
sponse of the citizens in many districts as shown by the rapid 
increase of kindergartens may be regarded as a fair indication 
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of the appreciation in which the kindergarten is held by the 
people. 

Modem psychology, in emphasizing the relation that exisSts 
between brain growth and mental aptitudes, has thrown some 
light on the validity of the kindergarten. It shows that the 
period of most rapid brain growth which in the child is from 
four to seven years is the period best suited to establish lasting 
impressions and to fix permanent habits. The kindergarten 
in the all-sidedness of its appeal to the child is especially 
adapted to this plastic period of childhood. It seeks to give 
the child control of body through free play and games, as well 
as in constructive work ; it provides a rich experience as a fun- 
damental basis of knowledge ; it stimulates purpose to achieve 
by doing, offering opportunity for representative and creative 
work in applying knowledge gained through observation and 
experiment ; it socializes the child by placing him in a demo- 
cratic society in which community-interest is made prominent. 
The social value of the kindergarten, ,the experience which it 
gives the child in community-life, in adapting himself to and 
co-ordinating himself with others in social work is alone suffi- 
cient to justify it as a feature of public education. 

Unquestionably in the grade school the child that has had 
kindergarten training has an advantage over the one that has 
not had such training. His senses are more alert, hence he 
interprets more readily; he has better control of his muscles, 
hence more skill of body. He co-operates with others more 
readily, hence is more efficient and happy. Dr. Wm. T. Harris^ 
United States Commissioner of Education, estimates that the 
kindergarten child has the equivalent of at least a year's ad- 
vantage over the non-kindergarten child. 

It must always be borne in mind that the kindergarten is 
a phase of education, a part of a progressive system ; that it 
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leads somewhere; that it is not a detached and separate de- 
partment. Failure to recog^nize this fact leads to exclusive- 
ness on the part of the kindergarten. Close articulation be- 
tween the kindergarten and the primary grade is of the utmost 
importance. 

There is a decided tendency to strengthen the instruc- 
tion — ^the mental diet— of the kindergarten; this is com- 
mendable. The enrichment of the work in nature study and 
in the sociological study of industries has vitalized the instruc- 
tion and intensified the child's interests. Essentially the effort 
is to modernize the kindergarten, adapting it to present social 
conditions ; to make it aid the child in interpreting the complex 
and highly organized social and industrial life in which he finds 
himself. The sentimental work which until recently charac- 
terized so many kindergartens is rapidly giving place to strong, 
purposeful treatment. This is facilitated by the increasing 
number of kindergartners who have scholarship and culture 
and by the lengthening and strengthening of the courses in 
kindergarten training schools as well as in raising the standard 
of admisison. 

The demand is strong for kindergartners who have natural 
aptitudes, a liberal education, refinement and a genuine appre- 
ciation of the needs of little children. It must not be sup- 
posed that because the children are small scholarship and per- 
sonality are not needed in the teacher. Indeed the fact that 
the children are so impressionable at this stage and so de- 
pendent on the guidance of the kindergartner furnishes all the 
more reason for maintaining a high standard of requirement. 
The standard of qualification for kindergartners fixed by the 
rules of the Board of Education is not high and in the interest 
of efficiency in this department I strongly urge the close ad- 
herence to the rule. 
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In this connection I am pleased to be able to commend the 
progressive spirit which characterizes our kindergartners, their 
earnestness in the study of educational principles, and their 
constant eflFort to establish their practice more firmly on ra- 
tional ground. 

The generous action of the Board of Education in making 
it possible for our kindergartners without loss of time to at- 
tend the meeting of the International Kindergarten Union, 
held at Chicago April lo, ii and 12, is worthy of commenda- 
tion and was received with genuine appreciation by the kinder- 
gartners, who almost without exception attended and found it 
a source of inspiration and help. Grand Rapids enjoys the 
distinction of having had the largest delegation in attendance 
at the meeting. 

HIGH SCHOOLS. 

The Grand Rapids high schools have a reputation for eflS- 
ciency that is more than local. They rank well among the 
high schools of the country. In general an excellent spirit 
characterizes the work of both teachers and pupils. 

The important factor in a high school is the teacher. She 
deals with pupils at the most delicate and trying period of their 
development, a period difficult alike to both pupil and teacher. 
She needs scholarship but even more does she need insight, 
sympathy and a leadership that inspires and guides young peo- 
ple to the best their nature oflFers. To be a positive and in- 
fluential factor in the lives of young people one must offer 
more than mere academic attainment. 

Departmental work limits the teacher's acquaintance with 
pupils' abilities. Each has his individual aptitudes and inter- 
ests. To reverence the individuality and to respect at its full 
value the ability of the pupil who does not have natural facility 
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in her particular department of instruction, however capable 
he may be in other departments, require larger insight and 
deeper sympathy than all teachers possess. It is not to be ex- 
pected that pupils will come from a course of instruction in a 
given subject with equal power in it, though it will not infre- 
quently happen that the greatest natural ability will be found 
in the pupil ranking lowest in the given subject. 

Knowledge of children, of the laws of physical and mental 
development, of the periods of growth together with the char- 
acteristics of each, of the motor element, of the emotions, of 
dominating motives and tendencies — these are fundamental 
subjects of study for the teacher. An intimate acquaintance 
with the fundamental conditions incident to the period of 
adolescence is an essential requirement of the high school 
teacher. Young people are to find in the teacher the strong 
influence of a personality that inspires and guides. In respect 
of these things I am pleased to report a growing interest and 
appreciation among high school teachers. 

Recent changes in the course of study increase the range 
of elective studies, thus recognizing individual interests and 
abilities of pupils as well as individual purposes and probable 
future occupations in life. A distinct educational gain comes 
from securing the active co-operation of young people in di- 
recting their own studies and in assuming a measure of re- 
sponsibility with reference to the choice. Unquestionably 
pupils have a more definite purpose in the work under such 
conditions than they do when they follow a prescribed course. 

The adequate recognition of the economic and industrial 
needs of society would place manual training and domestic 
science courses in the high school and would expand and en- 
rich commercial courses. Grand Rapids is not merely a lit- 
erary center; it is also a manufacturing and commercial center 
and a city of homes. I look forward with hopeful anticipation 
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to the time when the high school, without relaxing its efforts 
to prepare for college, will take account of that large class of 
boys who go directly to the workshop, the factory, the count- 
ing room or the technical school, and of that large class of girls 
who become domestics or home-makers. 

The Central high school needs an auditorium where the 
entire school may assemble from time to time. Such a hall is 
indispensable. I recommend and urge the remodeling* of the 
present auditorium. The need is most pressing. 

Additional fire escapes should be provided for the Union 
school. 

It is evident that additional facilities will soon be required 
at the Central high school. Every room is now occupied and 
in some cases the classes are too large. Additional teachers will 
in the near future be a necessity. The question will soon press 
for solution and in the meantime possible plans for relief 
should receive careful consideration. 

ORAL SCHOOL FOR THE DEAF. 

The oral school for the deaf, established two years ago, has 
fully justified itself, and an increasing enrollment makes it 
necessary to employ an additional teacher, making three in all. 
The total enrollment is twenty. The most rapid progress is 
shown in the case of the younger children but in all distinct 
gains are visible. 

The beneficence of this school which provides training for 
these unfortunates at their very doors is unquestionable. 

UNGRADED SCHOOL. 

The ungraded school, in charge of Miss Elizabeth Cav- 
anaugh, is rendering excellent service. About twenty-five 
pupils were assigned to this school during the past year, the 
number belonging ranging from twenty to twenty-five. A 
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spirit of cheerful contentment in work characterizes the room. 
What these children most need is the invigorating, personal 
contact, the individual attention and inspiration of a capable 
teacher. The dominating aim of the school is to render service 
to each individual pupil at the point of greatest need. Regular 
w^ork in manual training is provided. 

Various criteria govern the assignment to this school. 
Children who are abnormal, pathological or who, by reason 
of irregularity due to physical or mental disability or to home 
environment, have fallen behind their grade constitute by far 
the largest number. Many children of marked natural ability 
learn from books with difficulty. This class constitutes a con- 
spicuous factor in the school. These need individual help and 
guidance in work. Occasionally a splendid boy or girl shows 
want of ability to co-ordinate with others in a large democratic 
society. Such find the ungraded school helpful. Especially 
nervous children or those nervously aflFected by competition or 
class-requirement find relief in the ungraded school. In a 
general way the ungraded school oflFers an opportunity for the 
child to recover lost time or to narrow and intensify the field 
of instruction, to accomplish special ends and to secure special 
help. Not infrequently a pupil, old for his grade, finds his 
school life limited to a semester or at most to a year. He wishes 
to push himself along in a few lines of work. His neighbor, 
alike old for this class, wishes to make up a grade and hasten 
on to the high school. Both find the ungraded school a source 
of help. 

Several pupils enter the high school each year from the 
ungraded school. In this way the ungraded school furnishes a 
good tonic to ambition and under proper conditions it may 
serve as a distinct stimulus to those most in need of it. 

The beneficence of the ungraded school should be ex- 
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tended. We need at least four additional rooms of this kind 
as centers, located in various parts of the city. These schools 
should be in charg^e of the very best teachers, those of large 
insight, sympathy, tact and benevolence. The particular hin- 
drance to the opening of these additional ungraded rooms, so 
much needed, is want of room. The southeastern part of the 
city will be relieved by the new building now in process of 
construction on Alexander avenue. This will make possible 
the opening of an additional ungraded room in this part of the 
city. I see no relief for the west side of the city until a new 
building may be added to that locality, which I trust will be 
possible in the near future. The ungraded school renders dis- 
tinct and positive service to a class of pupils most needy and 
whose peculiar difficulties are best met by individual attention, 
help and guidance. 

THE TRUANT SCHOOL. 

The truant school presents a distinct sociological problem. 
It includes boys from ten to sixteen years old, who have little 
or no interest in books, and who, failing to become interested 
in useful or purposeful things are on the verge of wreck. To 
save them to themselves and to society is the problem of this 
school. Most of the boys have been weakened physically and 
mentally by the cigarette habit. In a few cases there is a posi- 
tive tendency to vice but most cases are the result of unwhole- 
some environment, weak homes, lack of work and untactful 
teachers. 

This kind of school calls for effective measures. Tradi- 
tional and perfunctory practice will not avail. These boys are 
to be saved and there is no time to lose. They are to be taken 
at first hand, vitalized, interested, set to doing things, taught 
the value of organized effort and made to feel that they have 
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power to achieve by doing. All favoring influences are to be 
massed and focused on the problem. 

Such a school should have attractive surroundings. The 
room should be cheerful, tasteful, faultlessly clean and 
should have abundant light. Habits of neatness and orderli- 
ness are to be established. There should be wash-room and 
bath-room attachments to ensure cleanliness of person. There 
should be a gymnasium or play-room where organized games 
may be conducted. This is of incalculable value both for pur- 
poses of physical training and for developing the genuine 
school-spirit. Basket-ball, foot-ball, base-ball, tennis, etc., 
stimulate the organizing instinct, develop leadership and make 
the school a center of active life and of organized endeavor. It 
also satisfies the natural desire of boys to initiate enterprises. 
Especially do these boys need physical training. They are 
noticeably below normal size and quite undeveloped. Daily 
work in manual training is also necessary. This has wonderful 
power to lay hold of the interest of such boys. Besides, to 
learn to work, to enjoy it and to respect it, is the most impor- 
tant and valuable lesson that can come to them. Boys' clubs 
for reading and games, choruses and, if possible, a band or 
orchestra are helpful agencies. A small library of interesting 
books bearing on history and travel is indispensable. 

The teacher of such a school is of prime importance. He 
should be large headed and large hearted, genuinely sympa- 
thetic and helpful, and should, above all, have comradeship 
with and deep personal interest in boys. He should acquaint 
himself with the homes represented and should enlist their 
co-operation and interest. He must be a leader in organizing 
games and sports, discriminating in selecting fundamentals 
and in eliminating non-essentials, and above all a genuinely 
helpful friend and an inspiring guide to the boys. He must be 
energetic, vigilant, resourceful and most of all trustful and 
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kind. He must be able to cement the school and move it as a 
mass toward the accomplishment of common ends and enter- 
prises in which he is the efficient leader. 

Our truant school meets the above requirements only in 
part. During the past year the school-room was decorated in 
pleasing: tints and otherwise made neat and attractive ; ¥rash- 
room and bath-room provisions have been made ; manual train- 
ing is provided ; something was attempted in organizing school 
sports but want of room defeated the plan. Something should 
be done to overcome this hindrance but as yet I see no imme- 
diate way in which it can be done. Its importance justifies 
large eflFort to make possible this phase of training* of such 
peculiar value to this class of boys. In a social way nothing 
has been attempted. This was made impossible by reason of 
a change of teachers during the year. The death of Mr. Gard- 
ner A. Post, who had so long made the school a work of love, 
interrupted the plans for the year. However, his successor, 
Mr. Paul E. Wright, gives evidence of natural adaptation to 
this work and during the coming year I hope to see some good 
results along social lines. The home life must be more fully 
interpreted and enlisted. 

Perhaps the most encouraging word that can be said in 
this report of the truant school is that the enrollment was much 
smaller last year than in previous years. This is very satisfac- 
tory. It indicates that the regular schools are growing more 
skillful in interesting and managing boys and less given to 
weariness of spirit in dealing with trying and difficult cases. 
I believe manual training in the grades will tend to reduce 
still further the assignment to the truant school. All eflforts 
at physical training in the grades are aids in retaining boys in 
the regular schools. The first aim is to reduce the enrollment 
of the truant school to a minimum, the second, to make it as 
efficient and serviceable as possible. 
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TEACHERS' CLASSES. 

During the year teachers' classes were held once a week for 
twenty weeks in botany, physical geography, algebra, geom- 
etry, general history and English, for the benefit of those in the 
corps who were applicants for a first or a second grade certifi- 
cate. Notwithstanding the aim from the teachers' view-point 
was a review and preparation for an examination on a given 
subject yet the instructors' aim was to make the work stimu- 
lating, suggestive and helpful rather than a process of cram- 
ming for examination. The large demand for classes indicates 
the progressive spirit among our teachers. The ambition to 
hold high grade certificates is significant and encouraging. 

The plan has much to commend it. Indeed these classes 
met a pressing need and it would be difficult to see how a bet- 
ter plan could have been devised. However, it is not without 
its limitations. It draws upon the teacher's energies at the 
close of her day's work in the school-room when she is least 
able to realize the best result from the instruction ; the study 
required during the week occupies considerable time and en- 
ergy. Six weeks' intensive study of any one subject at the sum- 
mer term of the University of Michigan or the Michigan State 
Normal school, or schools oflFering equivalent courses, would 
yield a much better return to the teacher and indirectly to the 
school under her charge. Such work would be taken under 
favorable conditions to the teacher; she would devote her time 
to it ; the appliances would be the best and the methods modern 
— ^this alone is an important item. The atmosphere at a great 
center of learning is helpful and stimulating. 

In order to encourage this kind of substantial study I rec- 
ommend that a certificate of satisfactory credit from the Uni- 
versity of Michigan, the Michigan State Normal school, or 
schools of equivalent rank for summer work be accepted by the 
Board of Education in lieu of examination in subjects for higher 
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grade certificates. Such work taken under such ccmditions 
would be of greater benefit to the teacher, consequently would 
be of more worth to her school. It would stimulate student- 
ship rather than cramming for an examination. It 'would save 
the Board of Education the expense of the instruction. How- 
ever, many teachers have completed only part of the work and 
it will doubtless be necessary and advisable to continue classes 
in some subjects during the coming year. 

LENGTH OF SESSIONS. 

Recent investigations tend to confirm the popular belief 
that school sessions are too long for the younger and more im- 
mature children. During the past year beginners' classes (five- 
year-old children) in some schools were so large as to require 
a division into two sections, each attending half-time. At the 
close of the year the general verdict of teachers who had 
charge of these half-time classes was that their progress, com- 
pared favorably with that of former whole-day classes. Doubt- 
less their physical development was equally favorable. 

The kindergarten takes the place of beginners' classes in 
districts in which it is introduced. Kindergarten children have 
half-day sessions. I therefore recommend that all beginners' 
classes be placed on the half-time schedule. 

Without doubt there is too little difference between the 
hours required of the immature primary children and those of 
the upper grades. Either the first grade children should also 
be placed on half-time or, preferably, the forenoon session 
shortened thirty minutes, making the schedule for these chil- 
dren from 9 to 11:15. The afternoon session should begin 
at 1 :30. 

Physicians and physiologists agree that great injury comes 
to little children from the strain of long sessions and teachers 
unite in the opinion that better progress may be made and bet- 
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ter mental habits established in the child in shorter hours. 
When fatigue sets in progress ceases and bad mental habits 
develop. Physiological and psychological investigations now 
being made will doubtless throw further light on this impor- 
tant subject. 

SCHOOL. SAVINGS BANK. 

The school children of Grand Rapids have a savings ac- 
count amounting to $20^5.14. This amount compares favor- 
ably with that of previous years; indeed there is a steady 
growth in the account from year to year. 

The habits of thrift and saving fostered by the school sav- 
ings bank is of inestimable value. The cost in time and energy 
of teachers is almost nothing. The experience it gives children 
in business practice is educative. The formula of making the 
deposit, securing credit, withdrawing amounts from time to 
time, is good training. Children find that banks have rules that 
must be obeyed ; they must observe its hours of business, await 
their turn to be served, endorse checks properly, etc. All this 
is valid training to children. 

The accumulation of large or permanent amounts is not 
particularly encouraged. Indeed it is thought a worthier aim 
to lay aside for definite purposes and to establish the habit of 
saving small amounts until the aggregate shall make it possible 
to supply an important need. There is reason for the fixing of 
this habit. The history of school savings in Grand Rapids 
furnishes many instances in which the child's bank account 
served to relieve great distress in times of misfortune and sick- 
ness. 

The school savings bank is an incidental phase of educa- 
tion. As a by-product it has much importance. It renders 
its greatest service in those schools in which the teachers are 
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keenly alive to its value. It is worthy of more active encour- 
agement. 

CONCLUSION. 

The year has been a very pleasant one, indeed. In coming 
to Grand Rapids to take charge of so important a department 
of the city's interests as that of the public schools I was deeply 
conscious of the responsibility involved, as well as of the ne- 
cessity for establishing new social and professional friendships 
— a necessity which always follows a change of location. How- 
ever, these burdens were greatly lightened by the cordiality of 
the citizens and the unfailing courtesy of the press of the city, 
together with the active co-operation of teachers and pupils 
and the earnest support of the Board of Education. My earnest 
endeavor shall be to administer the aflFairs of the schools with 
such judgment as shall maintain and justify these confidences. 
For these many courtesies, so freely extended, I take this op- 
portunity to express my grateful appreciation. 

Grand Rapids is a progressive city. It has material re- 
source and a high appreciation of those things which make for 
the refinements of culture. Naturally, a city of this kind is 
deeply concerned as to its facilities and standing in matters of 
public education. These should be of such high order as to at- 
tract people strongly to the city. It shall be my purpose to 
have the city as widely and favorably known for the excellence 
of its schools as for its achievements in other lines of progress. 

In closing I wish to express my appreciation of the uniform 
courtesy shown me by the Board of Education and of the in- 
telligent support and hearty co-operation given in all measures 
tending to increase the efficiency of the schools. 

Respectfully submitted, 

WiLWAM H. Elson, 
Superintendent of Schools. 



REPORTS 



OF 



High School Principals 



AND 



Special Teachers. 



REPORT OF PRINCIPAL OF CENTRAL 

HIGH SCHOOL. 



Superintendent W. H. Elson : 

In submitting my annual report for the Central high school 
permit me to call attention to some results of our work for the 
year as well as to certain needs which that work has developed 
or emphasized. 

The enrollment for the year was 1,156— boys 465 and 
girls 691. These figures do not include the ninth grade at the 
North Ionia street school, the enrollment of which is boys 14 
and girls 13. This makes the total enrollment 1,183. Aside 
from the North Ionia street school such an enrollment means 
large classes. Those in the sciences and mathematics have 
especially been too large for the best work, the pupils being 
taught en masse rather than individually — not a wise situation. 
However, this congestion can be partially relieved if the teach- 
ers are experienced, vigilant and abounding in enthusiasm. In 
general, I may say that our teachers have done their work con- 
scientiously and successfully. 

The course of study for the high school department needs 
some revision, first, to meet the changed requirements for ad- 
misison to collegfe and second, to allow a greater choice in the 
studies a pupil is to take. The natural ability of pupils is such 
that some are fond of the sciences, others of foreign lan- 
guages, while others are inclined to mathematics. This condi- 
tion of things is best met by allowing a wider choice of studies 
under wise regulation. The present course of studies will need 
comparatively few changes to meet the revised college-admis- 
sion requirements and this wider election of studies. 
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At the present time our recommended pupils are admitted, 
-without entrance examinations, to the following higher institu- 
tions of learning : The University of Michigan, the University 
of Chicago, the three normal colleges and schools of Michigan, 
Olivet, Albion and Kalamazoo colleges, Vassar, Smith, Welles- 
ley and others of the same rank. During the year the mining 
school at Houghton also placed our school on its accredited 
list. 

The high schools of Grand Rapids are conducted primarily 
to give their students the best possible secondary education. 
In addition to this and along with it they can and do prepare 
many for higher educational work. The class of 1900 num- 
bered 124 of which 49 went, last fall, to college on recommend- 
ation or examination and ten more of this same class are plan- 
ning to go this fall. Manifestly then the needs of such pupils 
are to be met. And they are met without any detriment to 
others not so inclined. 

Twenty-four of the class of 1900 went to the University of 
Michigan where they won high credit for themselves and for 
this school. So far as our records show, their record at ,the 
imiversity is the highest for years. 

The class of 1899 numbering 136, not including the post 
graduates, was the largest in the history of the school and that 
of 1901 with 133 graduates is the next in size. 

My recommendations of previous years with reference to 
the commercial department are renewed at this time. The dis- 
tinctly commercial features of our present course of study are 
commercial arithmetic, commercial law and bookkeeping. To 
these^ in my opinion^ should be added penmanship, typewriting, 
stenography, commercial geography and perhaps the study of 
the Spanish language. These subjects would make the present 
course broader and more useful. 

It is my opinion that our drawing department should have 
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a more extended course of study and better facilities for work. 

The means for caring for our libraries are not what they 
should be. Each session and recitation room has more or less 
books for class and reference use but many of the rooms have 
no cases or closets in which the books can be locked and prop- 
erly cared for. The result is that by this open sh^lf system 
books are lost every year. There should be a room set aside as 
a book room in which all of the books in the building should 
be shelved, properly cared for and dealt out by some person in 
charge. Of course, dictionaries, cyclopedias and other such 
reference books would be on open shelves as now. 

Each year emphasizes more strongly the need of a suitable 
auditorium in which the school as a whole can be gfathered and 
made to feel that it is a unit. Many opportunities for general 
instruction, for hearing prominent men and women and for 
entertainment are lost in the present condition of the large 
room on the fourth floor. 

Books, apparatus and buildings do not make a school. The 
experienced teacher, educated, well-poised and kind is the 
school. Such teachers should be sought for and when found 
kept at all reasonable expense. 

Permit me to express my sincere appreciation of the kindly 
assistance you have given in the administration of the affairs (rf 
this school. 

A. J. VOLLAND, 

Principal. 



REPORT OF PRINCIPAL OF UNION 

HIGH SCHOOL. 



Superintendent W. H. Elson: 

I desire to place before you my annual report for the school 
year ending June 21, 1901. 

We have enrolled in the high school classes 106 boys and 
155 girls, total 261. In September we received in our high 
achool rooms an 8-2 class numbering 89 pupils, and transferred 
to the Central High school our 11-2 and 12-1 classes. In the 
nriddle of the year the 8-2 advanced to the 9-1, this giving u^, 
for the second half-year, three complete high school grades — 
the 9th, loth and nth. 

The promotion of classes is usually attended by a loss in 
numbers. We sustain the greatest loss of pupils in the promo^ 
tion from the 8-2 to the 9-1, at the entrance to the high school 
department. This loss, at the mid-year promotions, amounted 
to 23 pupils, nearly all of whom withdrew from school in order 
to take up some permanent work. 

We have successfully carried out the plans outlined in my 
last report in reference to the work in botany. We are now 
provided with a well equipped botanical laboratory, furnished 
with water, gas, students' tables and a complete outfit of botan- 
ical microscopes. 

In our chemical laboratory we have added to our equip- 
ment a demonstration table for lecture purposes — a much 
needed improvement. 

In connection with the work in history we have received 
most valuable additions to our working library. Our library 
of works used in the general study of English has also been 
liberally increased. 
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In biology and botany we could use to great advantage 
at least five compound microscopes in addition to our present 
supply. 

I wish to suggest for your consideration the advisability 
of providing suitable fire-escapes for the safety of pupils in the 
third story of the building. The high school occupies the en- 
tire third story, nearly 200 feet in length, and there are but 
two stairways leading to the floor below. 

This report marks the close of an exceedingly pleasant 
and profitable year in the Union High school. I take pleasure 
in mentioning and commending the skill and faithfulness of 
instructors, the studious industry of pupils and the intelligent 
assistance and co-operation of parents. 

Respectfully, 

Al,BERT JENNINGS, 

Principal. 



REPORT OF SUPERVISOR OF 

DRAWING. 



Superintendent W. H. Elson : 

I submit herewith the following report on the work done in 
drawing during the year ending June 21, 1901. 

In September we made a large exhibit at the State Fair 
realizing over $200 in prizes. This money was used in pur- 
chasing pictures and statuary which are the permanent prop- 
erty of the schools. 

An exhibit was sent to the meeting of the Western Draw- 
ing Teachers' Association held in April at Rock Island. 

An art room has been fitted up in the Wealthy avenue 
school where are held teachers' meetings for music and draw- 
ing. This was much needed, a school room occupied during 
the day being formerly used, inconveniencing school and teach- 
ers, causing much confusion and retarding the work of the 
meeting. Several exhibits have been held in the art room, the 
artists in town generously loaning their best work. These 
have been a source of benefit and delight to the teachers and 
to thousands of pupils. Here also have been kept the best art 
magazines and books. It is certainly a great step in advance 
and could only be improved upon by having a public art gal- 
lery which is so much needed. We gain not alone in doing but 
also in seeing the best that others have done. It is a great 
educator, absolutely necessary if the most good is to be accom- 
plished. 

We were fortunate in securing an exhibit of the best work 
from the schools of the principal cities of the West and a sim- 
ilar exhibit has been promised for the coming year. A travel- 
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ing exhibit has been made from work collected from the dif- 
ferent schools of our own city which is sent to the various 
buildings, remaining a week in each, thus giving every school 
the benefit of the best from all the schools. Many have held 
exhibits of their own work, inviting patrons and all interested, 
thus bringing the sympathy and co-operation of the home and 
showing how much is really accomplished. 

Water-colors have been furnished this year for the first 
time and nothing could have benefitted the work so much. It 
has been a source of happiness and gain to the children and 
all feel deeply grateful to the Board of Education for this 
provision. Especial attention has been given to the water- 
colors in the primary grades and in the first and second grades 
also more time than formerly to paper-cutting with marked 
improvement in both. Drawing from imagination and mem- 
ory is still continued with the little children and the benefit 
derived from this is seen as they pass to the higher grades in 
their ability to use drawing more freely as a language illus- 
trating their other work. The correlation of drawing with 
language, geography, reading, history and other studies is 
much to be desired. 

In the higher grades in many schools much interest has 
been shown in designing book covers, wall paper, stained glass 
windows and iron work, as grilles, brackets, fences, gates, etc. 
Some have made very careful architectural drawing^ of their 
homes, others original plans. A few have made designs for 
furniture. 

The need at present is more time for instruction to the 
teachers. Drawing and color are subjects in which most have 
had few lessons, many none. It has been thought best to make 
the visits to the schools a little less frequent and devote more 
time to classes for teachers. 
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In conclusion I wish to express my appreciation of the 
hearty co-operation of the superintendent and the teachers. 

Respectfully submitted, 

F1.0RENCE E. Ei^Lis, 

Supervisor. 



REPORT OF SUPERVISOR OF MUSIC. 



Superintendent W. H. Elson : 

In tendering my report at this the close of my second year 
in Grand Rapids, I note with pleasure decided improvement 
on certain lines along which we have been working. An ef- 
fort for better tone, phrasing and sight-reading— especially the 
ability to read part exercises at once without separating the 
parts — is certainly beginning to bear fruit. During the ensu- 
ing year I plan to do more in the way of sight-reading con- 
nected with text, viz. : Cultivating the ability to sing the mel- 
ody with words without the preliminary use of syllables. 

We have also done more for the artistic side of the child's 
musical nature by bringing good music to him in the school. 
Many of our musical friends have graciously given our children 
the opportunity to hear standard works of music rendered with 
taste. This has often been done informally, while yet again 
complete recitals have been given for the children of Straight 
street, East Bridge street, Second avenue and Hall street 
schools. Through the interest of the teachers of Central Gram- 
mar school a number of musical treats have been g^ven the 
children of that school during the year. 

Too much stress cannot be laid on the development of this 
side of the child's nature and, in accordance with the ideas ex- 
pressed by you relative to the educational value of a closer 
connection between the artists and musicians of our city and 
the children and teachers of our schools, I am hopeful that 
during the coming year a federation of local musicians may be 
formed, the object of which may be a sort of musical extension 
work among our school children. I doubt not that the cultiva- 
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tion of the power of listening intelligently, of comparing and 
of discriminating will bear decided fruit in the quality of the 
expressional side of our music work. 

On May 31 our first annual May festival was given at 
Fountain Street Baptist church as a culmination of the year's 
work in the eighth grade. The schools together sang two num- 
bers and nine selections were given by rooms from South 
Division street, Madison avenue, Wealthy avenue, Union and 
Central Grammar schools. These were in no sense picked 
choruses, the rank and file of the children appearing. Each 
number was directed by the teacher of the room who led with 
the baton and the results were most gratifying. The children 
had been making a study of the life of Mendelssohn during the 
last semester and as a fitting finale the second part of the pro- 
gram consisted of an artist recital of a number of his most dis- 
tinctive works. Misses Grace Gates and Viola Craw and 
Messrs. Francis Campbell, John Duflfy and Ferdinand Warner 
appeared on the program which was given under the auspices 
of the St. Cecilia Society and was arranged by Mrs. Irving W. 
Bamhart. I am hopeful that one such artist recital may be 
g^ven each semester. 

On June 8 the children of Central Grammar school pre- 
sented Dr. George F. Root's fairy operetta, "Snow White or 
the Seven Dwarfs." It was given at the Grand opera house 
by a cast of seventy-seven children for the benefit of the art 
fund and was received cordially by the audience. 

In conclusion permit me to thank both you and the teach- 
ers of our schools for your courteous and kindly co-operation 
in my work and also the musical people who have so gener- 
ously assisted us and whose eflforts have been greatly appre- 
ciated. 

I am respectfully, 

F1.0RENCB Marsh, 

Director. 



REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF 
MANUAL TRAINING. 



Superintendent W. H. Elson : 

I submit the following report of the manual training de- 
partment : 

The manual training work in the public schools com- 
menced January 2, 1901, five thousand dollars having been set 
aside for the department. The work was under the direction 
of one supervisor who spent half of his time in the city and 
six special instructors who devoted all their time to the work. 
It was thought best to establish the work in the fifth, sixth 
and seventh grades and gradually extend in each direction 
until the work should include all grades. This plan provided 
for the truant and ungraded schools. 

The instruction in sewing and knife-work was given in the 
regular school rooms. Carpentry and cooking instruction was 
given in the manual training building on Barclay street in 
laboratories equipped especially for the work. The pupils 
from the various buildings have instruction once a week. 

The work in the various departments was very satisfac- 
tory to principals, teachers, parents and pupils. The attend- 
ance on manual training day was the best in the week, very 
few being absent or tardy. 

The department received much aid from superintendent, 
principals, teachers, special training committee and the press 
of the city. The following gifts were received : 

Foster & Stevens, wood and coal range. 

Grand Rapids Gas Co., gas range, heater and gas con. 

Chas. H. Leonard, refrigerator. 
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J. G. Alexander, drawingf table. 

Walter Baker Co., industrial exhibit of cocoa. 

American Thread Co., industrial exhibit of cotton thread. 

Belding Silk Co., industrial exhibit of silk. 

Alma Sugfar Co., industrial exhibit of sugar. 

Bryant Paper Co., industrial exhibit of paper. 

Halox Needle Co., industrial exhibit of needles. 

Royal Baking Powder Co., industrial exhibit of baking 
powder. 

Washburn-Crosby Co., industrial exhibit of flour. 

Other exhibits have been promised. 

We take pleasure in stating that the department has been 
started and maintained within the amount set aside by the 
Board of Education. The following gives the information as 
to the cost of each department for material : 

Graxles. Biiildtngrs. Pupils. Material. Cost per Pupil. 

Knife-work 5 and 6 28 boys $ 77.85 $ .06 

Sewing 5 and 6 28 girls 68.87 -OS 

Cooking 7 15 girls 110.20 .21 

Woodwork 7 15 boys 67.29 .15 

Total number of pupils, 3,570. 

Total cost of material, $324.21. 

Average cost per pupil, 9 cents. 

Material on hand July i, 1901, $217.00. 

All the equipment was constructed in Grand Rapids from 
designs furnished by the supervisor. 

I wish to tliank the people of the city for the universal 

courtesy I have received. 

Very respectfully, 

George S. Waite. 

Director. 



REPORT OF SUPERVISOR OF 
KINDERGARTENS. 



Superintendent W. H. Elson : 

At the close of this my first school year as supervisor of 
kindergartens in the Grand Rapids public schools, permit me 
to make the following report on the work done in my depart- 
ment. 

When the office of supervisor of kindergartens was created 
last year the established kindergartens numbered eleven, the 
first one being opened in the Second avenue school in the year 
1889. The action of the Board last year in giving the patrons 
a choice between kindergarten and beginners' grade brought in 
fourteen petitions for kindergartens and made the number 
twenty-five, which with the four new schools to be opened this 
fall, will bring the total to twenty-nine. 

The average attendance has been fifty in the separate 
schools and we have thus been able to reach twelve hundred 
fifty families. 

Mothers' meetings have been held by some of the kinder- 
gartners and much good has resulted. I trust the custom will 
be universal next year. Such meetings are of mutual benefit 
benefit. 

The public school teachers who took up the kindergarten 
work in September have been doing very good work and the 
normal class will be continued next year. Last year classes 
were held after school four afternoons of each week. 

I wish to speak also of the good work done in all the kin- 
dergartens. We have been able to make strong advances in 
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color work owing to the introduction of the water-color paints 
and hope to accomplish even more next year along these lines. 

Much more could be done in music but we are restricted 
by the lack of instruments. In other cities pianos are consid- 
ered a part of the kindergarten paraphernalia. To overcome 
this deficiency we propose giving an operetta, "The House 
that Jack Built," written by Jessie L. Gaynor on the Mother 
Goose Rhymes, in October and trust you will help us in this 
eflfort. 

In closing allow me to thank you and the members of the 
Board, to whose generosity we owe our most valuable trip to 
Chicago and the International Kindergarten Union. This af- 
forded our teachers the great opportunity of hearing the most 
prominent and successful educators of the day and of being 
informed of the best that is being done in this line of educa- 
tion. We are already reaping most beneficial results from its 
influence. 

Thanking you and the teachers for their kindly co-opera- 
tion, I am. 

Very respectfully, 

Bkrtha Bradford, 

Supervisor. 



REPORT OF PRINCIPAL OF ORAL 
SCHOOL FOR THE DEAF. 



W. H. Elson, Superintendent of Schools : 

It is a source of gratification to those interested that the 
school has met with success far beyond the expectations of its 
promoters. This is true in the results attained and in the 
pleasure of the parents whose privilege it has been to have 
their afflicted children educated at their own homes. They 
now enjoy the same opportunities as that of their hearing 
brothers and sisters. 

The enrollment during* the past year was sixteen pupils, 
one of whom met with a fatal accident a few feet from her 
home on March 23. Another pupil twenty-two years of age 
took up agriculture in May through the advice of his teacher. 
It is the only pursuit he could successfully follow on account 
of his mental ability. The year closed in June with an attend- 
ance of fourteen. The pupils were classified into grades and 
followed the prescribed course of study in the city schools. 
Three completed the fifth grade work, three the second g^ade, 
six the one-one grade and two were doing kindergarten work. 
The amount expended for teachers' salaries was seventeen 
hundred dollars, and for supplies about forty dollars. The at- 
tendance warranted us to draw from the state treasury (in 
case there was need for it), two thousand six dollars and sev- 
enty-eight cents. This was considerably in excess of the ex- 
penditures. 

In conclusion I wish to bear testimony to the earnest and 
faithful work of the pupils. Their eagerness in striving for 
an education is indeed commendable. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Margaret M. Sui,i.ivan, 

Principal. 



THE GRAND RAPIDS HIGH SCHOOLS. 



These schools constitute the high school department of the 
public school system of this city. 

The work of the department is so arranged as to meet the 
needs of either of two classes of students ; first, of those who 
look to the high school only for their education ; and, second, 
of those who are planning to continue their studies in some 

higher institution of learning. However, it has been found 
that many students though not planning for higher educational 
-work take the college preparatory courses. The foreign lan- 
guages, French, German, Greek, Latin, taught in such courses, 
being an unexplored country to those entering tjhe high school, 
are especially attractive. 

The laboratories for experimental work in botany, biology, 
zoology, physiology, chemistry and physics are fully equipped 
for such modern work as is suitable for high schools. 

ADMISSION RE}QUIREMBNTS. 

Admission to the high school is obtained first, by regular 
promotion from the eighth grade on recommendation of gram- 
mar school principals; second, by examination in English 
grammar and composition, arithmetic, United States history 
and political geography ; and third, on certificates of standing 
from other reputable schools of the same grade. However, cer- 
tificates from other schools are accepted conditionally and 
pupils bringing such certificates may be examined. These 
certificates of scholarship should show in full the work done in 
each study and should be presented to the principal at the 
opening of school. 
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SCHOOL YBAR. 

The school year consists of forty weeks and is divided into 
equal parts called semesters. Students may enter the school 
at the beginning of either semester. Promotions are made 
each semester in all the grades of the public schools. 

TUITION. 

All students whose parents or guardians live outside the 
city limits are classed as non-residents, and, unless excusecL 
from so doing by the committee on schools, must pay tuitio 
ten weeks in advance at the rate of fifty ($0.50) cents a wee 
This tuition is to be paid to the assistant superintendent in t 
city hall, who will give a receipt to be handed to the princip 
of the high school. 

ORGANIZATION. 

The work of the schools is arranged on a system of requir 
and elective studies. Whether a student is planning for high- 
work or not, there are certain studies that he should take 
essentials for an education. To these a wise choice will a 
others suited tb this aptitude, enthusiasm and prospects. 

STUDIES OFFERED. 

Following this are the studies offered by the high school. 
The figures placed after a study show the number of recitations 
per week that must be taken to get credit in that study. For 
example: "Ninth grade English, 8 hours," means that ninth 
grade English must be taken four times a week for two semes- 
etrs to gain credit in ninth grade English ; "Latin, 20 hours/' 
five times a week for four semesters. No credit will be given 
for fewer hours than the number specified under "hours cre3- 
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STUDIES OFFERED. 

Hours Crkdited. 

i Book-keeping 20 hours. 

Comniercial \ Commercial I^aw 5 hours. 

( Economics 5 hours. 

r Ninth Grade English 8 hours. 

I Tenth Grade English 8 hours. 

English \ Eleventh Grade English 8 hours. 

I Twelfth Grade English 8 hours. 

L English Grammar 4 hours. 

11/atin 20 or 40 hours. 
German 20 or 40 hours. 
French 20 hours. 
Greek 20 hours. 



) 



Greek and Roman History 10 hours. 

History \ Mediaeval and Modern History 10 hours. 

American History and Civics 10 hours. 



r 



Commercial Arithmetic 5 hours. 

Algebra 15 hours. 

Mathematic. -I w!*^***? .lu " ' V- ^^S**""- 

Review Arithmetic 4 hours. 

Trigonometry 5 hours. 

^ Solid Geometry and Rev. Alg 4 hours. 



'Botany 5 or 10 hours. 

Biology (botany and zoology) 10 hours. 

Physiology 5 hours. 

Zoology 5 or 10 hours. 

Science -j Physiography 5 or 10 hours. 

Chemistry 10 hours. 

Physics 10 hours. 

Astronomy 5 hours. 

^Review Political Geography 4 hours. 

Miscellaneous Drawing 5, 10 or 20 hours. 
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COURSE OP STUDY FOR HIGH SCHOOL DEPARTMENT. 



Ninth Gradb. 



Ei«KVENTH Gradb. 



RBQUIRBD. 

Ens:lish-4 
Greek Historj-S 



BI^BCTIVB 

Botany-5 or 10 

Latin-10 

Ger m a n ( lon£^)-10 

: *Book-keeping^-10 

Eiig'li8h-4 *Drawing^-5 or 10 

Roman History-S'Commercial 
Alg^ebra-5 Arithmetic-5. 

Elect — 15 hours 



RBQUIRBD. 

Ens:lish-4 
Geometry -5 
American 
HUtory (10-l)-5 



Enf;:lish-4 
Civic* (10-2)^ 
Geometry-5 



EifBCTivB. 

Biology-lO 
2k)ology-S or 10 
Chemistry-10 
I^atin-lO 
German 

(longrHO 
. German 

(8hort)-10 
Greek-lO 
French-lO 
♦Review 

Grammar-4 
•Review 

Arithnietic-4 
Elect— 

9 or 10 hours 



Tenth Grade. 



TwEi«i^TH Grade. 



RBQUIRBD. 

English-4 
Algebra-5 



Ei*ECTiVE. 



REQUIRED. 



Botany-5 or 10 English-4 

Biology-lO Physics-5 

Zoo logy-5 or 10 

Chemistry-10 

PhysiogTaphy-5 or 10 

I^atin-10 

German 



English-4 
Al^ebra-5 



(lang)-lO Physics-5 
Mediaeval and 
Modern History 

-10 
American 
History and 

Civics-10 
*Drawing-10 
*Book-keeping'-10 
♦Commercial 

I/aw-5 



Elect— 20 hours 
*The8e snbjects are not acceptable to m«st colleges. 



ElfECTlVE. 

I^atin-10 
Grerman 

(longrHO 
German 

(shortHO 
Greek-10 

_ French-10 

Solid Greom. 

and Review 

Alf^ebra-4 

♦Review 

Arithmetio-4 

♦Physioloigy-S 

Trig-onometry-S 

Astrononiy-5 

♦Economics-5 

English-4 

Rev. Pol. Geog'.-4 

Elect— 

23 or 24 hours 
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SUGGESTIVE COURSES OF STUDY. 

As an assistance to pupils in framings their courses of study the 
following* tables are given. (Other subjects of same grade may be 
substituted for those named in italics— see **Studies OflFered.") 



Commercial Course 

Bng^lish-4 
Book-keeping-5 
Commercial Arith.-5 
Drawings or 
Botany-S 

English-4 
Book-keeping-5 
Algebra-5 
Drawings or 
BotanyS 

Bng^lish-4 
Book-keeping-5 
Algebra-5 
Mediaeval History-5 

English-4 
Book-keeping-5 
Algebra-5 
Modern History-5 

Knglish-4 
C^eometry-5 
American History-5 
A Sciences or 
A Foreign Lang.S 

Engli8h-4 

Commercial hsLy^S 

Civics-5 

Same Sciences or 

Foreign Languages 

English-4 
Physics-5 
£^nomics-5 
A Sciences or 
TrigonotnetryS or 
Foreign Languages 

Rev, Ar. or Gram, 4 

Physics-5 

Same Sciences or 

AstronotnyS 

EnglishA or 

Foreign Languages 



Commercial Course 
with Long German. 

English-4 
6erman-5 
Book- keeping-5 
Commercial Arith.-5 



English-4 
German-5 
Book-keeping^-5 
Algcbra-5 



English-4 
6erman-5 
Book-keeping-5 
Algebra-5 

English-4 
German-5 
Book-keeping-5 
Algebra-S 



English-4 
German-5 
Geometry-5 
Mediaeval History-5 

English-4 
German-5 
Commercial L/aw-5 
Modern History-5 



English-4 
German-5 
Physics-5 
American History-5 



Rev. Ar. or Gram.A 
Physics-5 
German-5 
Civics-5 



Scientific Course. 

English-4 
Greek History-5 
Commercial Arith.S 
Drawings or 
BotanyS 

English-4 
Roman History-5 
Algebra-5 
Drawings or 
BotanyS 

English-4 
Algebra-5 

Mediaeval HistoryS 
Zoo logyS 
PhysiographyS 

English-4 
Algebra-5 
Modem HistoryS 
Zo'OlogyS 
PhysiographyS 



English-4 
Chemistry-5 
Geometry-5 
American History-5 

English-4 
Chemistry-5 
Geometry-5 
Civics-5 



English-4 
Physics-5 
Economics-5 
Trigonomctry-5 



English-A 

Rev. Ar. or Gram.-4 

Physic8-5 

Astronomy-5 
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Suggestive Courses of Study — Continued. 

EngiriMring. 



Grnk History -5 
Commercial AHIA.-S 
Botany-6 or 
Drawtng-S 

Biigliab-4 
Algebra-S 
Rotnaa HiBtory-5 
Botan^'S or 
Drawing-^ 

BiiKliBh-4 
AlK*bra-5 

Mediaeval HisloryS 
Chemislry-S 

Eiiglish-4 
Algebra-S 
Modem Hisiory-S 
Chemistry-5 

Gnglish-4 
French, Latin or 
German-S 
Geametrj-5 
American History-S 

English -4 
Geometry-S 
French, Latin or 
German-S 
Civica-S 

E:nBli8h-4 
Physica-5 
TrigoQometry-S 
French, Latin or 
German-S 

Solid Geoin. and 

Rev, Algedra-i 

Physics-S 

French, Latin or 

German-S 

Four hour* more. 



Eniilish-t 
Greek Hiatory-S 
Latin or German-5 
Com me trial Ariik.S 
Bolatty, or Drawing 

Ene:ii8h-4 
Alg-ebra-S 
Roman Hialory-£ 
Latin or German-5 



Engli8h-4 

Algebra-5 

Latin or German-5 

American History-5 

Eng1i8h-4 

Algebra-5 

Latin or German-5 

Civica-S 

Engliah-4 

Geometry-5 

French. Latin or 

Gcrman-5 

ChetH., Zo'Ology or 

Phys iology-S 

English-4 

Geometry-5 

French, Latin or 

German-5 

Chem., Zoology or 

PhysiologyS 

Engliah-4 

Phyaics-S 

French, Latin or 

German-5 

Fire hour* more 

Bolid Geom. and 

Rev. Algebra-^ 

Physic8-S 

French, Latin or 

German-5 

Fonr hours raore. 



English -4 

Latin or German-S 

Greek History-5 

Commercial Arith — 
Botany OT Drawings — 

EngllBh-4 
Algfebra-S 
Latin or Germaa-5 
Roman Hiatory-S 



English-4 
Algrebra-S 
Latin or German-S 
American Hiatory-S 

English-4 

Algebra-5 

Latin or German-5 

Civic»-5 

EngUah-4 

Geometry-S 

Latin or German-S 

French, German or 

Greek-5 

Engli8h-4 
Geometry-5 
Latin or Germaa-5 
French, German or 
Grcek-S 

English-4 

Physica-S 

Latin or German-S 

French, German or 

Greek-S 

Solid Giom and 

Rev. Algebra-* 

Phyaica-5 

Latin or German-S 

French, German or 

Greek-5 



EXPLANATION. 



NAMES OF COURSES. 

Courses in which two years of book-keeping are taken are 
known as commercial ; those in which there is no book-keeping 
or foreign language, as scientific; those in which there are 
tw^o years of a foreign language, as two years* foreign lan- 
guage; four years, as four years' foreign language, and six 
years as six years' foreign language. 

COURSES FOR THOSE WHOSE STUBIES END WITH THE HIGH 

SCHOOU 

Those who are looking to the high school only for their 
education must take English, 28 hours; history, 20; algebra, 
15; geometry, 10; physics, 10; review grammar, 4 (may be 
omitted by those taking a foreign language), and another 
science, 10 — making 93 or 97 .hours of required work. For 
graduation 150 hours are necessary so that 53 or 58 hours are 
to be elected. 

Those taking work in the commercial department must 
take English, 28 hours ; book-keeping, 20 ; history, 20 ; algebra, 
15 ; geometry, 10 ; commercial arithmetic, 5 ; commercial law, 5 ; 
economics, 5, and physics, 10. Mediaeval and modem history 
are to be taken in the tenth grade instead of Greek and Roman 
in the ninth. This department requires 118 hours, leaving 32 
hours of elective work to be done for graduation. By a little 
extra work, three hours, the long course in German can be 
taken by commercial students. See suggestive course. 
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COLLEXJE PREPARATORY COURSES. 

Pupils preparing for the literary department of the Uni- 
versity of Michigfan must take English, 28 hours; history 
(Greek, Roman, American and civics), 20; algebra, 15, and the 
review; geometry, including solid, 14; physics, .10, and a 
foreign language, 20 — making 107 hours of required work. 
For graduation 43 hours of elective work must be taken. Bot- 
any 5, if taken, must be accompanied by zoology 5, for univer- 
sity credit. 

For the engineering department to the above requirements 
for the literary department must be added : Trigonometry, 5 ; 
chemistry, 10, and another science. 

Only graduated students are recommended to college 'work 
and then only when conduct and scholarship are worthy of 
recommendation. 

For admission to the Normal college at Ypsilanti the fol- 
lowing work must be taken: English, 28 hours; history (me- 
diaeval, modern, American and civics), 20; algebra and the 
review, 15; geometry, including solid, 14; physiology, 5; 
physiography, 10; review arithmetic, 4, and review grammar, 4. 
Fifty more hours must be taken for graduation. 

Opportunity will be given as far as possible to prepare for 
entrance to other universities and colleges, such as Albion, 
University of Chicago, Kalamazoo, Olivet, Smith, Vassar, 
Wells, etc., to the majority of which our recommended pupils 
are admitted without examination if a desire for such prepara- 
tion is made known early, at least not later than the beginning 
of the second year. However, such preparation must include 
the required work given in the above "Course of Study." 

It is well for a student preparing for higher work after 
graduation from the high school to study the catalogues or 
annual reports and other such documents published by the 
colleges which the latter are glad to furnish on request. 
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REGULATIONS. 

1. All pupils should plan their studies for the coming two 
years at least. 

2. Credit for all work satisfactorily completed under the 
old course of study will be given on the new. 

3. Pupils already enrolled will in general follow the 
courses they have heretofore chosen. 

4. Members of the school must choose the studies they 
plan to take the following semester and indicate the same to 
the principal at least four weeks before the close of the semes- 
ter preceding. 

5. It is the desire of the teachers so to arrange programs 
and recitations that a pupil's work in school can be completed 
as rapidly as his ability and health will permit. On request of 
a parent or guardian a pupil may take more than nineteen 
hours of work, provided his teachers also think it best for him 
to do so. 

6. Pupils regularly admitted to the high school but who 
are not candidates for graduation may, at the request of parent 
or guardian, take such studies as their preparation qualifies 
them to enter upon, which, however, must include English. 
Such request must be made and granted by the principal be- 
fore the pupil enters classes. 

7. Pupils will not be allowed to take a study naturally fol- 
lowing another that has not been finished and credit given. 

8. No credit will be given for subjects taken elsewhere if 
the pupil bringing such standings cannot keep up with his 
work — does not show ability and studious habits. 

.9. No credit will be g^ven for a study until satisfactorily 
completed. Conditions must be removed before credit can be 
given. 

10. Conditions must be made up within six weeks after 
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the opening of school or the subject must be repeated. 

11. Pupils who have not completed nineteen hcmrs will 
not be permitted to elect tenth grade work, 57 hours eleventh 
grade or 95 hours twelfth grade. 

12. All pupils must take English, American history and 
civics. 

13. No credit in English will be granted unless a pupil 
shows in all his written work his ability to compose and spell 
correctly in other subjects as well as in English. 

14. No pupil will be permitted to take 10-2 book-keeping 
who has not completed at least eight hours of English. 

15. German, short course, and French should not be be- 
gun until twelve hours of credit in English have been obtained. 

16. Botany, biology, zoology, chemistry, physics and 
book-keeping having a period for laboratory work will receive 
credit for five hours only each semester. 

17. Since biology is made up of half a year of botany and 
the same of zoology it must be pursued a year for credit. 

18. Chemistry must not be begun until credit has been 
obtained in one semester of algebra. 

19. Physics must not be taken until after the completion 
of one semester of geometry. 

20. No credit will be given for one or three years of a 
foreign language except when taken in preparation for a col- 
lege where such an amount of foreign language is required. 

21. One hundred and fifty (150) hours of successful work 
are required for graduation. 

22. Pupils who have completed from 

0-9 hours are classified as 9-1 

10-28 " " '' " 9-2 

29-47 " " " " lO-I 

48-66 " " " " 10-2 
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67-85 *' " " " II-I 

86-103 " " " " 1 1-2 

104-123 " *' " " I2-I 

124-150 " " " " 12-2 

All oflScers of the junior class must have completed 67-103 
hours and of the senior class 104-149. 

23. Parents and pupils should feel at liberty to consult 
the principal with reference to proposed plans of work. 



GRADUATING CLASS OF 1901. 



Commercial Course. 



Josephine Albright. 
John Adrian Blok. 
Thomas Philip Bonner. 
Carrie Edith Church. 
John Edmund Crahen. 
Mary Mildred Field. 
Sebastian Hazenberg. 
Hattie Ganung Head. 
Weslyn George Ingram. 
John Henry Kotvis. 



Fred William McCormick. 
Elizabeth Kundigunde 

Petersen. 
Mathilda Petersen. 
Thomas Earle Porter. 
Ethel Marion Rice. 
Mary Blanche Rice. 
Robert Mortimer Teele. 
Fred Crittenden Toot. 
Charles Nicodemus Zylman. 



English-Scientific Course. 



Ethel Maud Bale. 
Ida Logic Blumrich. 
Kathryn Rogers Carpenter. 
Margaret Frances Collins. 
Earle Latham Grossman. 
May Anne Duthie. 
Leon Winferd Harrington. 
Carrie Bernard Harris. 
Mary Maude Horton. 
Maude H. Karr. 



Wilhelmina Pauline Lowes. 
Anna Lucy Morton. 
Ellen Reid Murray. 
Cora Aurilla Nelson. 
Clara Marie Nichols. 
Minnie Clare Proctor. 
Mary Eleanor Rogers. 
Lottie Almira Shoemaker. 
Dora Delilah Toland. 
Luella Wiley. 



French-English Course, 



Jennie Kahn. 
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Short German-English Course. 



Cora May Beekman. 
Adeline Estella Carter, 
i'lora Alice Ensign. 
Clara Ellen Hodges. 
Mary Josephine Homstra. 
Edna Belle Hosford. 



Wilhelmina Pauline Lowes, 
Marie Caroline Neuman. 
Harriet Ogden. 
Lily Olive Wimmer. 
Nettie Yonkers. 



Short Latin-English. 



Nellie May Adrians. 
Blthel Maud Bale, 
^ulah Minnie Blakeslee. 

Margaret Frances Ferris. 

John Ernest Fisher. 



Louisa Janet Fletcher. 
Lena Ruth French. 
William Alton Morse. 
Pearl Isabel Peck. 
Velma Jane Smith. 



Engineering Course. 



Albert Powers Ball. 
Lean Taylor Closterhouse. 
Franklin B. Elmer. 
Lillian May English. 
Hiram Wesley Fox. 



Claude Jesse Fry. 
Irving Leo Gill. 
Edwin Emmanuel Johnson. 
William Kletzer. 
Marshall Starr Walker. 



German-English Course. 

Henry Charles Hagy. Winnie Adelia Norcutt. 

Frank Eugene Haugh. Helen Steketee. 

Caroline Wilhelmina Alta Maude Trankler. 

Hundemer. Bertha Wurzburg. 
Arthur Emil Kusterer. 

Latin-English Course. 



George Joseph Raymond. Helen Lough Waggoner. 
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Short Latin-French Course. 

Emma Ethel Closterhouse. Grace Mary Coffield Smith. 



Short Latin-Short German Course. 



Morris Aa Cook. 
Carol Mary Holt. 
Frances Stanley Hughes. 
Lillian Elizabeth Johnson. 
Carl Norman Mather. 



Corinne Frances May. 
Bessie Irene Smith. 
Liefy Jeannette Veenboer. 
Elsie E. Wilbur. 



Scientific Course. 



Harry Albert Beneker. 
Fred Jokn Frueh. 
Albert Cary Horton. 
Earle Stephen Irwin. 
Carl Norman Mather. 
Marion Louise McVean. 



Zennia Jean Reynders. 
Edward Addison Rood. 
Albert George Schroeder. 
Howard Wright Smith. 
Harry Carter Stewart. 



German-French Course. 

Alice Mary Newnham. 



Latin-French Course. 



Helen C. Bradfield. 
Nellie Hough Fox. 
Fanny Dickinson Hazeltine. 
Marcia Helen Heath. 



Lucretia Ruth Hobart. 
Fern L. Katherine Richardso! 
Blanche May Utley. 
Flora Judd Van Vranken. 



Latin-German Course. 



Kate Hamilton Baxter. 
Verle Frances Coppens. 
Edith May Dennis. 



Lillian Fallas. 
Helen Amanda Ford. 
Matie Artemisia Fuller. 
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p /cssie Maude Gleason. 

\ Fanny Dickinson Hazeltine. 

VMary Blanche Hendricks. 

Isla Helen Jones. 

Jeannette Elizabeth Kotvis. 
Arthur Emil Kusterer. 

[ Eugenie Newhouse. 

> 



Carrie May Pyle. 

Frances Rutherford Seamans. 

Anna VanCleve Taggart. 

Alive Vandervelde. 

Lelia VolLand. 

Marie Volmari. 



Short Latin-Gemian Course. 



Ethelwyn Sweet. 



Myrtle Mae Tubergen. 



Classical Course. 



Nellie Cronkhite. 
Harold Ljrford Edwards. 
George Henry Hobart. 



Evelyn Leonard. 
Vietta Madge Roselle. 



Post Graduate. 
Louis Herbert Conger (1900). Latin-French and Engineering. 



Summary, Omitting Duplicates: 



Boys 
Girls 



Postgraduate 



40 
93 

133 
I 



Total 134 



HIGH SCHOOL TEXT BOOKS. 



Arithmetic — Sadler's Essentials of Business. 
Algebra — Olney's Complete. 
Geometry — OIney's New Elementary. 
Trigonometry and Tables — ^Wentworth's New Plane. 
Book-Keeping — Williams & Rogers' New Complete. 
Grammar — ^Whitney's Essentials of English Grrammar. 
Composition and Rhetoric — Herrick & Damon. 
English Literature — Brooke's Primer of. 
American History — Montgomery's Students' 
England — Coman & Kendall's, A History of 
General History — Myers's. 
Civil Gk)vernment in the United States — Fiske. 
Economics — Bullock's Introduction to the Study of 
Commercial Law — Richardson's. 
Astronomy — Young's Elements of. 
Botany — Barnes's Outlines of Plant Life. 
Chemistry — Remsen's Briefer Course. 
Physics — Carhart & Chute's Elements of. 
Zoology — Kingsley's Comparative. 
Physiology — Martin's Human Body, Briefer Course. 
Physical Geography — ^Tarr's First Book. 
German Grammar (Long Course) — Spanhoofd; Ahn- 
Henn. 

German Grammar (Short Course) — ^Joynes-Meissner. 

German Reader — Preparatory, Brandt; Van Daell. 

French Grammar — ^VanDaell. 

French Reader — ^Whitney's Introductory. 

Latin Grammar — Harkness's Standard. 
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Latin — ^Jones-Drake, First Lessons in. 

Latin Prose Composition — Darnell's New Exercises in. 

Gate to Caesar — Collar. 

Caesar — (New Edition) Allen & Greenough. 

Cicero — (New Edition) Allen & Greenough. 

Vergil's Aeneid — Frieze. 

Greek Grammar — Hadley-AUen. 

Greek — Boise's First Lessons in. 

Greek Prose — ^Jones's Exercises in. 

Anabasis — Boise. 

Homer's Iliad — Keep. 



i 



J 



PRIMARY AND GRAMMAR TEXT 

BOOKS. 



Arithmetic — ^Winslow's Natural, Books I., II., III. 

Primary Grade Readers — Beginners' Reader; Nature';-^ 
By- Ways; Finch's First Reader; Cyr's Readers; Stepping* 
Stones to Literature; Nature Readers; Baldwin's Readers; 
Sheldon's Progressive Readers; Hiawatha Primer; Bass' Plant 
Life; Play-time and Seed-time; Williams' Choice Literature; 
Robinson Crusoe; Taylor's First Reader; Around the World, 
Book I. ; American History Stories, II. ; Fifty Famous Stories ; 
Graded Literature Readers; Seven Little Sisters; In M.yih- 
land; Stories Mother Nature Told Her Children; American 
Life and Adventure; Wilson's History Reader. 

Grammar Grade Readers — Grandfather's Chair; Robinson 
Crusoe; Heart of Oak, No. 3; Hiawatha; Christmas Carol; 
Cricket on the Hearth ; Story of Aeneas ; Ten Boys ; Hunting 
of the Deer ; Poems and Prose ; Heart of Oak, No. 4 ; Tangle- 
wood Tales ; Stepping Stones, No. 7 ; Madam How and Lady 
Why; Evangeline; Snowbound; Sir Launfal; Tales from 
Shakespeare; Story of the Romans; War for Independence; 
Birds and Bees; Baldwin's Fourth Reader; Cyr's Fourth 
Reader ; Choice Literature, Book I., Intermediate ; Carpenter's 
North America; Carpenter's South America; Carpenter's Asia; 
Peasant and Prince ; Eggleston's First Book in American His- 
tory ; Little Nell ; King of the Golden River ; Ivanhoe ; Julius 
Caesar; Lights to Literature, Book 8. 

Speller — Reed's Word Lessons. 

Language— Graded Lessons in English ; Reed and Kellogg. 

Grammar — Higher Lessons in English ; Reed aixd Kellogg. 
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United States History — Montgomery. 
Civil Government — ^Townsend. 
Geography — Frye. 

Physiology — Blaisdell's "Our Bodies and How We Live ; 
:oweirs "A Healthy Body. 
Drawing — Prang. 
Music — Natural. 
Penmanship — Sheldon. 
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TEACHERS' LIBRARY. 



The books in the followingf list are to be found in the 
perintendent's office. Teachers are urged to make use of tt 
but they must not be retained longer than four weeks. 

Ascham, Roger — The Schoolmaster. 

Adams, F. — Free Schools in the United States. 

Bain, A. — Education as a Science. 

Baldwin, J. — ^Art of School Management. 

Blow, E. — Symbolic Education. 

Brown, G. P. — Sewer Gas and Its Dangers. 

Browning, O. — Educational Theories. 

Baldwin, J. — Elementary Psychology and Education. 

Bierbower, Austin — ^The Virtues and Their Reasons. 

Banner, E. G. — ^Wholesome House. 

Boone, R. G. — Education in the United States. 

Bardeen, C. W. — Common School Law. 

Brown — Government in Michigan. 

Calkins, N. A. — Primary Object Lessons. 

Calkins, N. A. — Manual of Object Lessons. 

Calderwood, H. — On Teaching. 

Cocker, W. J. — Civil Government in Michigan. 

Currie, James — Infant Education. 

Compayre, G. — History of Pedagogy. 

Comenius, John Amos — The Orbis Pictus. 

Day, Henry R. — Elements of Rhetoric. 

De Graif, E. V. — School Room Guide. 

De Graff, E. V. — Development Lessons. 

Diesterweg, G. — Methods of Teaching History. 

Eggleston, Edward — The Schoolmaster in Literature. 
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Education— Vols. I, II, III, IV, V, VI, VII, VIII, IX, X. 

Fitch, J. G. — Lectures on Teaching. 

Frye, Alex. E. — Geography and Sand Modeling. 

Froebel, Friedrich — ^The Education of Man. 

Froebel, Friedrich — Mother Play and Nursery Songs. 

Galton, D. — Healthy Dwellings. 

Gillet and Rolfe — Natural Philosophy. 

Greenwood, J. M. — Principles of Education. 

Gregory, John M. — Political Economy. 

Hale, Edward Everett — Lights of Two Centuries. 

Hailmann, W. N. — History of Pedagogy. 

Hailmann, W. N. — Kindergarten Culture. 

Ham, C. H. — Manual Training. 

Hall, G. S. — Bibliography of Education. 

Huntington, Rev. F. D. — Unconscious Tuition. 

Hinsdale, B. A. — School and Studies. 

Hopkins, Mark — Outline Study of Man. 

Hoose, J. H.. — Methods of Teaching. 

Hill, Rev. T.— True Order of Studies. 

Johnson, Anna — Education by Doing. 

Jewell, F. S. — School Government. 

Kennedy, J. — ^The School and the Family. 

Kraus, J. — ^The Kindergarten Guide, No. 2. 

Kiddle and Schem — Cyclopaedia of Education. 

Kiddle and Schem — Dictionary of Education and Instruc- 

• • 

King,Chas . E. — Metods and Aids in Geography. 
Kellogg, A. M. — School Management. 
Kiddle, Harrison and Calkins — How to Teach. 
Klemm, L. R. — Chips from a Teacher's Workshop. 
Klemm, L. R. — European Schools. 
Locke, John — ^Thoughts of Education. 
Lincoln, D. F. — School and Industrial Hygiene. 



116 GRAND RAPIDS PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 

Laurie, S. S. — Life of Comenius. 

Laurie, S. S. — ^The Rise and Early Constitution of Uni- 
versities. 

Latham, H. — The Action of Examinations. 

Landon, J. — School Management. 

Love, S. G. — Industrial Education. 

MacArthur, A. — Manual Industry. 

Martineau, H. — Household Education. 

Martin, G. H. — Civil Government. 

Marenholz-Bulow — Child and Child Nature. 

McClellan and Dewey — ^The Psychology of Number. 

McLellan, J. A. — ^Applied Psychology. 

Morrison, G. B. — The Ventilation and Warming of School 
Buildings. 

Morgan, F. J. — Educational Mosaics. 

Orcutt, H. — ^The Teachers' Manual. 

Payne, W. H. — School Supervision. 

Payne, W. H. — History of Education. 

Payne, W. H. — Contributions to the Science of Education. 
Payne, Joseph — Lectures on Education. 

Payne, Joseph — Science and Art of Education. 

Page, David P. — Theory and Practice of Teaching. 

Pereze, B. — First Three Years of Childhood. 

Peabody, Elizabeth — Guide to the Kindergarten. 

Peabody, Elizabeth — The Kindergarten and the School, 

Patridge, L. E. — ^The Quincy Methods. 

Pestalozzi — Leonard and Gertrude. 

Parker, F. W. — Notes of Talks on Teaching. 

Parker, F. W. — How to Study Geography. 

Parker, F. W. — ^Talks on Pedagogics. 

Preyer, W. — ^The Development of the Intellect. 

Preyer, W. — ^The Sense and the Will. 
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Proceeding's of the National Educational Association for 
1885, 1887, 1888 and 1899. 

Porter, Noah — American Colleges and the American Pub- 
lic. 

Plunkett, Mrs. H. M. — ^Women, Plumbers and Doctors. 

Prince, J. T. — Courses and Methods. 

Quick, R. H. — Essay on Educational Reformers. 

Rosenkranz, J. K. F. — The Philosophy of Education. 

Rousseau, J. J. — Emile. 

Radistock, Paul — Habit in Education. 

Spencer, Herbert — Education. 

Sully, James — Outlines of Psychology. 

Sheldon, E. A. — Elementary Education. 

Sheldon, E. A. — Manual of Instruction in Reading. 

Sheriff, E. — ^The Kindergarten. 

Swett, John — Methods of Teaching. 

Soldan, L. — ^The Grube Method. 

Thring, Edward — ^Theory and Practice of Teaching. 

Thompson, D. W. — Day Dreams of a Schoolmaster. 

Taylor, Isaac — Home Education. 

White, E. E. — Elements of Pedagogy. 

White, E. E. — School Management. 

Wickersham, J. P. — Methods of Instruction. 

Watts, Isaac — Improvement of the Mind. 

Woodward — ^The Manual Training School. 

Walker, J. — Object Lessons. 

Wayland, Chapin — Political Economy. 

Woodward, C. M. — Manual Training. 



AN ACT. 

Relative to Free Schoob in the City of Grand Rapids as Approved March I5, 1871* 

and Acts Amendatory Thereto. 



[NOTE— Act No. 344 relative to Free Schools in the City of Grand Rapids, was approved 
March 15, 1871. Amendments thereto were approved on the following: dates: April 24, 1875; 
May 9, 1877; May 3, 1879; March 16, 1881; June 9, iSJBs; April 27, 1887; May 23, 1893 and May 
10, 1899.] 

Sec. !• The People 01^ the State of Michigan, Enact: 
That the City of Grand Rapids and all contiguous territory 
which shall hereafter be added thereto, shall constitute one 
school district and all public schools therein shall be under the 
direction and control of the Board of Education hereinafter 
provided for, and shall be free to all residents of said district 
over the age of five years. Provided : That the said Board of 
Education shall have the power to establish a moderate rate of 
fees to be paid for tuition in the branches of Latin, Greek, Ger- 
man and French taught in the high school conducted in said 
district which said rate of fees shall be paid by all high school 
pupils pursuing the studies so designated unless the same are 
remitted by said Board. 

Sec. 2. On the first Tuesday of September next after the 
passage of this Act and on the first Tuesday in September each 
year thereafter there shall be elected in each ward of the said 
city by the qualified voters thereof, one school trustee, who 
shall enter upon the duties of his office on the second Saturday 
in September next after being elected and hold the same for 
the term of two years thereafter and until his successor is 
elected and qualified. Said trustee shall be a resident and a 
qualified voter of said ward and all votes cast at such election 
for any person who shall not be so qualified shall be void. Be- 
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fore entering upon the duties of the office and within five days 
after written notice to him of his election the person so elected 
as school trustee shall qualify by filing his acceptance with the 
secretary of the Board of Education and by taking, subscribing 
and filing with said secretary the constitutional oath of office. 

Sec 3* Notice of time and places of holding said election 
shall be given by the mayor or person acting as mayor of said 
city on six consecutive days and within ten days previous 
thereto, by publishing such notice in two daily newspapers 
printed and pubilshed in said city. At said election the trus- 
tees in their respective wards and a secretary to be chosen by 
the trustees of each ward shall constitute a board of inspectors 
of such election and if any trustee shall be absent a person 
shall be chosen by the voters present to discharge the duties 
of said absent trustee as inspector of such election. And when 
there shall be no trustees in any ward or wards the Board of 
Education shall at least six days preceding the day on which 
said election is to be held, appoint one or more suitable voters 
of said ward or wards, as the case may be, to act as such board 
of inspectors of election. Each of said inspectors shall take 
a proper oath to faithfully perform the duties of inspector of 
such electicMi which oath may be administered by either of the 
trustees or any justice of the peace of said city. When thus 
duly organized the voters of said ward shall proceed to vote 
by ballot for one school trustee. The polls shall be opened at 
the respective polling places at the hour of two o'clock in the 
afternoon and shall continue open without intermission or ad- 
journment until the hour of eight o'clock in the afternoon, at 
which time they will be finally closed. Said election shall be 
conducted in the manner provided by law for conducting the 
charter election of said city so far as the same is consistent 
with the provisions of this Act, but no election booths shall be 
required. Provided: That the list of the names of persons 
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voting at such elections and the inspection of the registration 
books shall be made by the board of inspectors of such trustee 
election. Every person shall be entitled to vote at such elec- 
tion who is a qualified elector of the city of Grand Rapids ; and 
all other persons who are twenty-one years of age and who 
shall have resided in the ward in which he or she offers to vote 
at least ten days next preceding such election and who is 
either the parent or legal guardian of any child or children, 
or who has property liable to assessment for school taxes in 
said city within a year preceding such election shall in like 
manner be entitled to vote at such election. 

The said Board of Education shall provide for and desig- 
nate one suitable polling place in each ward of said city and 
cause notice thereof to be given in at least two daily news- 
papers published in said city at least ten days previous. to such 
election and such election shall be held at the polling place 
thus designated in each ward of said city. More .than one 
polling place in each or any ward of said city may be desig- 
nated by said Board, if in the judgment. of said Board the ex- 
igencies of the case may at any time require it, in which case 
the like notice shall be given thereof as herein required. 

Sec. 4. The Board of Education shall pay all of the ex- 
penses of such election from the contingent fund of such. dis- 
trict and shall provide a suitable box, with lock and key, for 
each ward or voting place, in which box. all votes, when cast, 
shall be deposited. The members of the board of inspectors 
of such election shall have the power and authority to admin- 
ister oaths .to all persons offering a vote and to decide upon 
their qualifications as voters at such election and any person 
who shall knowingly swear falsely in regard to his right to 
vote at such election, upon conviction thereof, shall be deeme'd 
to be guilty of perjury and shall be liable to the punishment 
provided by law therefor. All voters qualified to vote at such 
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election shall be registered in the respective wards of said 
city where they reside; and said Board of Education shall. pro- 
vide suitable reg^istration books for that purpose for each ward. 
The board of inspectors of such election in each of said wards 
shall constitute the board of registration for that ward and 
shall meet and be in session for that purpose on the Saturday 
next prior, to such election, at the place designated for holding 
the same, and the like notice shall be given as is hereinbefore 
required, of the designation of the polling place in each ward 
and also by hand bills posted in ten of the most public places 
in each ward, which said notice shall be signed by the secretary 
and president of said Board. 

The general registration laws of this state relative to the 
registration of voters not consistent with the provisions of 
this Act shall apply to such registration and the conduct 
thereof and the rights of voters thereunder. 

Sec. 5, When said polls shall be finally closed the board 
of inspectors of such election in their respective wards shall 
proceed publicly to count, determine and declare the number 
of votes cast and for whom and shall on the same or next suc- 
ceeding day make up and sign a statement in writing showing 
the names of all persons who shall have voted at such election 
in their ward, the whole number of votes cast and the number 
of votes cast for each person for whom votes were cast, which 
statement shall, on the next succeeding day after said election, 
be filed with the secretary of the Board of Education. The 
ballots shall, when the vote will have been declared, be re- 
turned to the box and the box be locked and sealed and de- 
posited with said secretary at the time of the filing of said 
statement. 

Sec. 6. On the next Wednesday after such election at the 
hour of eight o'clock in the evening of that day the Board of 
Education shall convene at their usual place of meeting at 
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which time and place the statements aforesaid shall be pro- 
duced by the secretary and said Board shall determine from 
said statements who were elected to the office of school trus- 
tees in and for the several wards of said city at such election. 
The person who shall receive in any ward the highest number 
of votes for such office shall be deemed to have been elected 
school trustee in and for such ward ; and if two or more per- 
sons in any ward shall receive an equal number of votes said 
Board of Education shall choose one of such persons by ballot 
as trustee. 

When such statement shall be canvassed as aforesaid said 
Board of Education shall declare therefrom who were elected 
to the office of school trustees in and for the several wards of 
said city at such election and within two days thereafter the 
secretary shall notify each person so declared to be elected of 
his election. Every person elected to the office of school trus- 
tee under the provisions of this Act shall within five days after 
receipt of notice thereof from the secretary, qualify in the 
manner aforesaid. 

Sec. 7. No school trustee, except the secretary (when he 
shall also be a trustee), shall receive any compensation for his 
services. In case of the removal from his ward of any school 
trustee or of loss by him by any reason of the qualifications 
requisite for a trustee or in case of his death, resignation or 
removal from office, his office shall be deemed to have become 
vacant and such vacancy shall be filled by the Board of Edu- 
cation at the meeting: thereof next after such vacancy shall 
occur; but the. person so appointed shall hold said office only 
until the next reg^ular trustee election thereafter, at which time, 
if the full term shall not have expired, said vacancy shall be 
filled by election. 

Sec. 8. The term of office of the present school trustees 
whose term shall soonest expire shall be deemed to expire 
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Upon the election and qualification of their successors und^r 
this Act and the term of office of the present school trustees 
whose term will last expire shall be deemed to expire in May, 
1878, whentheir successors shall be elected and qualified under 
this Act. The school trustees of said city, together with the 
mayor thereof (who is by this Act declared to be ex-officio a 
school trustee), shall be a body corporate under the name and 
stlye of "The Board of Education of the City of Grand Rap- 
ids" and in that name may sue and be sued, may take, hold, 
sell and convey real and personal property as the interest of 
said schools and the library of said district may require. Said 
school trustees shall have the power and authority to admin- 
ister oaths in proof of claims and accounts against said Board 
and no such claims or accounts, except salaries of teachers, 
shall hereafter be audited or allowed by any board unless the 
correctness of the same shall be proven under oath. 

Sec, g. The Board of Education shall on the second Sat- 
urday in September in each year, or within ten days afterafter, 
elect one of their number president and shall also elect a secre- 
tary of said Board who shall hold their respective offices for 
one year thereafter and until their successors shall be elected. 
Vacancies in either of the said offices shall be filled by said 
Board. 

Sec. 10. All the school property, real and personal and 
the library property of said district is hereby vested in said 
Board of Education and said Board shall have and exercise 
the control and management of the same. Any contract or 
agreement heretofore entered into or obligation incurred by 
the Board of Education of said city of Grand Rapids shall not 
be deemed invalid on account of the provisions of this Act, but 
its force and effect shall be the same as if this Act had not 
been passed. All indebtedness in said district is hereby de- 
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clared to be the indebtedness of said Board and said Board 
shall make provisions for the payment of the same. 

Sec. II, The Board of Education of said city shall have 
power and authority to designate and purchase school house 
sites and a district library site ; to construct and erect school 
buildings and a district library building and furnish the same ; 
to employ superintendents, teachers, librarians, jantors and 
workmen; to provide room, furniture, apparatus, books and 
charts and all things requisite for the district library ; to pro- 
vide apparatus and scientific collections for illustration; to 
establish, locate and maintain high schools, grammar schools, 
primary schools and industrial or manual training schools ; to 
establish and maintain a district library; to purchase, ex- 
change, repair and improve the school apparatus, books, fur- 
niture, appendages, fixtures, text books and all other school 
supplies used in said schools; to supply and loan to all pupils 
in the several grades and departments of said schools, free 
of charge but under such rules and regulations as the Board 
shall prescribe, all text books and supplies used and to be used 
by the pupils of said schools ; to collect in and recover back 
all books and apparatus heretofore loaned and given to in- 
digent pupils of the public schools of said city ; to do all things 
needful and desirable for the maintenance, prosperity and suc- 
cess of said schools and the promotion of the thorough educa- 
tion of the pupils thereof ; and to adopt by-laws and rules for 
the procedure of the Board ; and to make and enforce all need- 
ful rules and regulations for the control and management of 
the school and district library of said city. Said Board shall 
collect from the county treasurer or other officer holding the 
same all moneys appropriated for primary school and district 
library purposes. Said Board may, in its discretion, purchase 
and loan text books and supplies to the pupils of any one or 
more of said grades and departments. 
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Sec la. Said Board shall, annually, on the third Monday 
in August make an estimate of the amount of taxes deemed 
necessary for the ensuingf year for all purposes of expenditures 
within the power of said "Board which estimate shall specify 
the amount required for the different objects of expenditure 
and publish the same at least one week in one or more of the 
daily newspapers printed and published in said city, which 
said estimate shall, on the second Monday in September in 
each year, be presented to the Common Council of said city 
by said Board for ratification, amendment or rejection; and it 
shall not be lawful to levy a tax for school purposes that has 
not been approved by a majority of the members elect of said 
Council. On or before the first Monday in October in each 
year the secretary of said Board shall make a written report 
of the amount of taxes so deemed necessary and approved by 
said Council to the clerk of Kent county and said county clerk 
shall apportion the said amount among the several wards of 
the city according to the equalized valuation of the property 
erf said wards appearing upon the assessment rolls for each 
year and shall also notify the supervisors of said several wards 
of the amounts so apportioned to their respective wards and 
the same shall be levied, collected and returned in the same 
banner as other city taxes. Provided : That for purchasing 
^hool lots, for erecting school houses and for the payment of 
School bonds issued for such purposes no greater sum than 
^Ve mills on the dollar of all taxable valuation of the real and 
t^«^onal property in said city shall be levied in any one year; 
^^d provided also : That if for any reason the said Common 
^^ouncil shall fail to pass upon said estimate in any year before 
'^lie first Monday in October in such year, then the estimate of 
^^aid Board of Education or the taxes deemed necessary for 
ensuing year duly made as aforesaid shall be reported by 
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the secretary to the clerk of the county of Kent and the same 
shall be apportioned, levied, collected and returned in the man- 
ner hereinbefore specified. 

Sec. 13. Said Board shall annually, at their first meeting 
in May or within twenty days thereafter, elect a superintend- 
ent of schools who shall enter upon the duties of his office on 
the tenth day of July thereafter and said Board shall also, on 
the second Saturday in September, one thousand eight hun- 
dred ninety-three, or within twenty days thereafter and upon 
the second Saturday in September of every third year there- 
after or within twenty days thereafter, elect a treasurer who 
shall enter upon the duties of his office as soon as he has qual- 
ified as hereinafter required and hold the same for the term of 
three years from the date of his election and until his successor 
is elected and qualified. The treasurer shall have the keeping of 
all school and district library moneys and shall pay the same 
out only upon the order of said Board, signed by the secretary 
and countersigned by the president, which order shall show the 
object for which payment is required. Said treasurer shall 
give a bond to said Board with sufficient sureties and in an 
amount to be approved by said Board, conditioned for the 
faithful performance of the duties of his office which bond 
shall be filed with the clerk of said city. Either of said officers 
may be removed for incompetency or breach of duty and a 
vacancy in either of said offices shall be filled by said Board for 
the unexpired term. 

Sec. 14. Said Board shall be the board of school inspect- 
ors for the city of Grand Rapids and as such shall report to 
the clerk of the county of Kent. No school inspectors shall 
hereafter be elected :n said city. All teachers employed by 
said Board of Education shall first be inspected by a committee 
of said Board and the Superintendent and, if found qualified, 
shall receive a certificate in the form prescribed by said Board, 
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which certificate alone shall entitle the recipient to teach in the 
schools of said district. 

Sec. 15. The said Board shall annually publish in a daily- 
newspaper of said city or in pamphlet form a statement of the 
number of schools in said city, the number of teachers em- 
ployed and the number of pupils instructed therein during the 
preceding year and the expenditures of said Board for all pur- 
poses. 

Sec. 16. The city treasurer shall at any time, on the writ- 
ten request of the secretary of the Board of Education, report 
to him the amount of school moneys in his hands and shall, 
on the order of the president of said Board, pay to the treasurer 
of said Board all such moneys, taking: his receipt therefor and 
also a duplicate, which he shall file with the secretary of said 
Board. 

Sec. 17. The Superior Court of Grand Rapids shall have 
jurisdiction of all suits wherein the said Board shall be a party. 

Sec. 18. All school taxes which may be assessed within 
said city shall be set forth in the assessment rolls of said city 
in separate column apart and distinguished from all other city 
taxes. 

Sec 19. The Board of Education may from time to time, 
on such terms of payment as they may deem proper, borrow 
money for temporary school purposes not to exceed in all 
thirty thousand dollars in any one year and may issue the 
bonds of said Board therefor, which amount shall be paid from 
the first school taxes collected thereafter. 

Sec. 20. The said Board shall have full power and author- 
ity within the limitations of this act to borrow such sums of 
money as may by them be deemed necessary for the purpose 
of purchasing school house sites and building school houses 
and purchasing a district library site and erecting a library 



128 GRAND RAPIDS PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 

building thereon in said city: Provided, That the action ol 
said Board authorizing such loans shall first be submitted to 
the Common Council of said city for its approval and if ap- 
proved by a majority of the members-elect of said Council the 
bonds of the city shall be issued and deposited with the treasr 
urer of said Board of Education for such amounts and n^an 
such terms of payment and drawing such rate of interest not 
exceeding five per cent, per annum, as said Board and. Council 
may direct, which bonds shall not be valid until countersigned 
by the president and secretary of the said Board of Education; 
Provided, also, That no bonds issued under this act shall be 
sold at less than par : Provided, further. That no. money dull 
be borrowed or bonds issued for the purpose of purchasing a 
district library site or erecting a building thereon, until the 
question of borrowing such money and issuing said bonds 
shall at any general or a special election called for that pitt^ 
pose be submitted to the electors of said city qualified to vote 
under the general election laws of this state and shall be de- 
termined as a majority of the electors voting at said election 
by ballot shall decide. 

Sec. 21. All Acts and parts of Acts inconsistent with the 
provisions of this Act existing at the time this Act shall take 
effect, so far as relates to the city of Grand Rapids, are hereby 
repealed ; and all provisions of the general school law of the 
state of Michigan not hereby repealed in this section within 
said city are declared operative and of the same force therein 
as elsewhere in this state. 

Sec. 22. This Act shall take immediate eflFect. 

Sec. 23. No vote, motion or resolution passed by the 
Board of Education shall have any force or effect if within 
twenty-four hours after its passage the president or other olE- 
cer legally discharging the duties of president of the Board 
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of Education shall lodge in the office of the secretary of said 
Board his reason in writing why the same should not go into 
eflFect and the same shall not go into effect or have any legal 
operation unless it shall at a subsequent meeting of the Board 
of Education be passed by a vote of two-thirds of all the mem- 
bers of said Board of Education then in office ; and if so re- 
passed shall go into effect according to the terms thereof ; and 
no vote, motion or resolution of the Board of Education shall 
go into operation until after the expiration of twenty-four 
hours after its passage unless the president or other officer 
legally discharging the duties of president of said Board of 
Education shall sooner announce in writing, to be filed with 
the secretary of said Board, his approval thereof. 

Sec. 24. All Acts and parts of Acts in an)nvise contra- 
vening the provisions of this Act are hereby repealed. Ordered 
to take immediate effect. 



BY-LAWS, RULES AND REGULATIONS 

OF THE 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 

OF THE 

CITY OF GRAND RAPIDS. 



Rule I. The Board shall hold regular meetings at the 
Board room on the first Tuesday of every month at 8 P. M., 
from May to October, both inclusive, and at 7 -.30 P. M. from 
November to April, both inclusive, or at such other place and 
time as the Board may determine. Provided, That the presi- 
dent may call a special meeting at any time by giving three 
days' notice thereof in two daily papers of the city or by serv- 
ing written notices on the members of the Board at least 
twenty-four hours before the time of holding such meeting. 

2. The standing committees for the year shall be ap- 
pcrinted by the president-elect at the first meeting of the new 
Board or as soon thereafter as may be practicable. 

3. The president shall preside at all meetings of the 
Board. He shall appoint all standing committees and call 
meetings of the Board when he shall deem it necessary or 
when requested by any five members. He shall act as the 
organ of communication between the Board and the city au- 
thorities, visit all the schools of the Board at least once a year, 
countersign all orders on the treasurer, see that the rules of the 
Board are enforced and exercise a general supervision over 
the interests of education in the city. Requisitions for money 
upon the city treasurer shall be made and signed by him, ex- 
cept in case of his absence from the city or sickness, in which 
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case they may be si^ed by the chairman of the Committee on 
Ways and Means. He shall, on or before the first day of July 
in each year, appoint a suitable person or persons to take the 
school census as prescribed by law. He shall, at the expiration 
of each year, make an annual report to the Board of their pro- 
ceedings and of the operations of the school system in the city 
during the year, accompanied with such suggestions as he may 
deem proper for the improvement of the schools and for the 
interest of education, which report shall be published in con- 
formity to law. In his absence a president pro tem may be 
appointed by the Board. 

4. The secretary before entering upon the duties of his 
office shall execute a bond to the Board in the penal sum of 
five thousand dollars, with a responsible surety, to be approved 
by the Committee on Ways and Means, conditioned for the 
faithful performance of his duties, which bond shall be de- 
posited with the president. He shall keep a full and faithful 
record of the proceedings of the Board and of the names of 
the members present at each meeting therof, which shall be 
read at the next subsequent meeting. He may in the absence 
of the president, at the request of any five members in writing, 
call meetings of the board and give notice thereof. He shall 
Cause written or printed notices of all regular or special meet- 
ings to be sent to each member of the Board. He shall furnish 
copies of any proceedings, motions, rules and resolutions of 
tte Board for publication or other purposes when directed by 
St majority of the Board. He shall draw orders on the treas- 
urer on regular audited accounts and may at any time draw 
from the treasurer a sum not to exceed one hundred dollars, 
from which he may pay directly all debts under twenty 
dollars each, necessarily incurred in operating the schools, 

taking vouchers therefor and rendering a monthly account 
thereof to the Committee on Claims and Accounts. He shall 
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prepare the pay rolls and draw orders in payment of the wages 
of the superintendents, teachers, janitors and librarians em- 
ployed by the Board and to pay the principal and interest of 
school bonds when due, also taxes and assessments, and may 
also draw orders in the amount of one hundred dollars each, 
on order of the superintendent of schools, to be expended 
by said superintendent as petty cash and upon order of the 
Building Committee in amount not to exceed one hundred dol- 
lars at any one time, to be expended by the superintendent of 

.■\. 

construction under control of the Building Committee, but 
shall issue no other orders without the special direction of the 
Board; and in no case shall he draw any order on the treas- 
urer unless there is at the time money to meet it in the hands 
of the treasurer. 

5. He shall keep all books, papers, reports and proceed- 
ings belonging to the Board when their custody is not other- 
wise provided for ; and in no case allow the same to be taken 
from his office except on resolution of the Board. He shall 
perform such other duties as usually pertain to the office of 
secretary or which may be required by the Board. 

6. At each regular meeting he shall report the amount of 
orders drawn since the last regular meeting and specify in 
whose favor and on what account such orders have been 
drawn. He shall notify the chairmen of special committees in 
writing, within three days after their appointment, of the sub- 
ject matter upon which they are to report and the names of 
members of the Board associated with them upon said com- 
mittees. 

7. The secretary shall, on the first Saturday in October 
in each year make out and file in the office of the county clerk 
the report of the Board to the said county clerk. Said report 
shall cont2Lm all the necessary statements required by law to 
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entitle the Board to receive the proportion of public money 
accorded to the city for school purposes and such other sta- 
tistics as may be required. 

8. . The treasurer shall execute a bond to the Board before 
entering upon the duties of his office in such a penal sum as 
may be fixed by resolution of the Board ; such bond shall have 
at least two responsible sureties to be approved by the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means and shall be conditioned that the 
treasurer shall faithfully perform his duties according to law 
tod the rules of the Board and account for and pay over all 
School money that may be in his hands as shall be directed by 
*hc Board. He shall have the custody of all moneys belonging 
^o the Board and shall be responsible for their safety. He 
^liall keep a regular set of books containing a full account 
^xider appropriate heads of all school moneys received and 
out by him, which account, when he shall be city treas- 
rer, shall be kept separate from his account with the city. 
e shall, at least once a year and as often as may be required 
t:jy the Board and the Committee on Ways and Means, furnish 
^ full account of all moneys received by him since entering 
tjpon his office or since his last report ; also of all payments 
made by him and to whom paid and the moneys in his hands 
l)elonging to the Board. He shall, quarterly, return all vouch- 
ers upon which payments have been made. The Board may 
at any time reniove a treasurer who may neglect or refuse to 
comply with these or any rules and regulations of the Board 
or otherwise refuse faithfully to perform his duties ; they may 
also remove him without assigning a cause and appoint an- 
other in his place. 

9. There shall be fourteen standing committees of the 
Board to be appointed by the president, as follows : 

First. Committee on Schools consisting of five members, 
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the president of the Board and the chairman of the Committee 
on Teachers shall also be ex-officio members. 

Second. Committee on Teachers consisting of seven mem- 
bers, the president of the Board and the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Schools shall also be members ex-officio. 

Third. Committee on Text Books consisting of five mem- 
bers. 

Fourth. Committee on Public Library consisting of three 
members. 

Fifth. Committee on Ways and Means consisting of three 
members. 

Sixth. Committee on Claims and Accounts consisting of 
three members. 

Seventh. Committee on Buildings consisting of five mem- 
bers. 

Eighth. Committee on Apparatus and School Library con- 
sisting of three members. 

Ninth. Committee on Grounds consisting of five members. 

Tenth. Committee on Supplies consisting of five members. 

Eleventh. Committee on Special Training consisting of 
five members. 

Twelfth. Committee on Stationery Supplies consisting of 
five members, two of whom shall consist of the president and 
secretary. 

Thirteenth. Committee on School Savings Banks consist- 
ing of three members, with the president and the superintend- 
ent of schools members ex-officio. 

Fourteenth. Committee on Kent Scientific Museum con- 
sisting of three members. 

lo. The Committee on Teachers, together with the super- 
intendent, shall conduct the examination of candidates for 
teachers and issue certificates to such as shall be entitled 
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thereto. It shall nominate teachers and shall have power to 
fill, temporarily, vacancies caused by sickness or absence, sub- 
J^ct to the approval of the Board. 

11. The Committee on Teachers shall, at the regular 
'Meeting of the Board in June, report its list of nominees for 
appointment for the ensuing school year with a recommenda- 
tiion as to the salaries to be paid to such nominees while filling 
tilie positions so assigned. 

12. The Committee on Schools shall have the general su- 
pervision of the courses of instruction and shall recommend 
such changes therein as it deems advisable. It shall have gen- 
eral charge of discipline in the schools with power to suspend 
or expel pupils for good cause and to hear and determine com- 
plaints against teachers, subject to the approval of the Board. 

- It shall make recommendations to the Board as to the neces- 
sity for new school rooms and as to changes in the school dis- 
tricts and shall regulate the proper distribution of pupils 
among the different schools and the admission of non-resident 
pupils, in accordance with the rules of the Board. Its mem- 
bers shall visit the schools as often as practicable with a view 
to the proper discharge of the duties of the committee. 

13. It shall be the duty of the superintendent of schools, 
the principal of the Central High school and the principal of 
the Union school to nominate for the consideration of the com- 
mittee on text books all text books to be adopted for use in 
the high schools; a majority of this committee can make a 
recommendation to the committee on text books if they so de- 
sire. Whenever a change in the text books of any of the pri- 
mary or grammar grades is deemed necessary by the superin- 
tendent of schools he shall nominate a book or books for the 
consideration of the committee on text books and it shall be 
the duty of the Committee on Text Books to consider all books 
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nominated as above provided and they shall have the power to 
act upon such nominations either favorably or unfavorably. If 
their action is unfavorable other nominations may be made as 
above provided ; if their action is favorable they shall recom- 
mend said books to the Board of Education for adoption or 
purchase, as the case may be. Provided, however, that no 
book shall be adopted or purchased until it shall have been 
first nominated and recommended as above specified. No 
action shall be had upon text books except at a regular meet- 
ing of the Board and no text book shall be adopted which has 
not been proposed at a re^lar meeting at least one month 
previous to its adoption and no book or books shall be consid- 
ered adopted which do not receive the affirmative vote of a 
majority of the entire Board. The text books used and the 
studies pursued in all the schools of the Board shall be such 
and such only as are authorized by the Board and no pupil 
will be allowed to continue in school unless furnished with the 
required books and stationery, except by permission of the 
superintendent. The Board may require that not exceeding 
twenty-five copies of every book, atlas or other production 
and six copies of every extended map sought by author, pub- 
lisher or agent to be introduced into the public schools be do- 
nated to the Board before the same shall be adopted and all 
such presentations shall lie on the table one month for exam- 
ination before the final action of the Board. No text book, 
song or printed paper of a sectarian or political character shall 
be adopted or used in any of the schools of the Board. 

14. The Committee on Apparatus and School Library 
shall have charge of the apparatus owned and in use in the 
public schools of this city and the materials used in the labora- 
tories. No action shall be had upon school apparatus and 
library books except at regular meetings of the Board and no 
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apparatus or books shall be ordered purchased except the same 
shall have been proposed at least one month previous to their 
adoption and shall have received the affirmative vote of a ma- 
jority of all the members-elect of the Board. 

15. The Committee on Public Library shall attend to the 
collection of all moneys due to the library fund and have gen- 
eral charg^e of all matters pertaining to the library. They 
siall, at the January meeting of the Board of Education, nom- 
watc a suitable person for librarian. They shall appoint such 
^ttmber of library attendants as may be authorized by the 
^oa.rd, also all substitutes and temporary help as well as a 
J^J^itress, all of whom shall serve as long as their services are 
sa.t:xsfactory to the Board. They shall report to the Board 
"■c>m time to time such plans and measures as to them may 
s^^m necessary and expedient for the establishment and con- 
s^x^vation of the library. All purchases of books for the library 
^t^^ll be made according to lists first reported by said commit- 
^^^« to and confirmed by the Board. It shall be their duty to 
^^^that the laws appropriating the proceeds of all fines to the 
^'^^pport of the library are observed and to report any delin- 
^Xziency on the part of any officer connected therewith to the 
oard. Book lists for the public library reported by the com- 
littee to the Board shall be printed in the minutes unless 
"^^Iherwise ordered by the Board. 

(See Section 16, Title 4, Revised Charter, and Sections 26 
^nd 27, Chapter 179, Compiled Laws.) 

16. The Committee on Ways and Means shall examine 

into and report upon all such matters relative to the revenue of 

the Board as shall be referred to them. They shall inquire 

into the state of the debt, the revenue and expenditure of the 

Board and whether any or what retrenchments can be made 

with advantage and shall report from time to time such pro- 
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visions and arrangements as may be promotive of order, econ- 
omy and accountability in the conduct of the fiscal concerns of 
the Board. 

17. They shall examine into and report upon the suflS- 
ciency of all official bonds and all such matters not constitut- 
ing a claim a^inst the Board as shall be referred to them ; and 
shall make and report the estimates for the yearly expenditure. 

18. They shall examine at least once a quarters all books, 
papers, vouchers, securities, deposits and disbursements of the 
treasurer and in case there is found any defalcation, discrep- 
ancy or irregularity in the same at once notify his bondsmen 
thereof and also report the same to the Board at its next ses- 
sion. 

19. The Committee on Claims and Accounts shall exam- 
ine into and report upon all matters of account or claim in 
favor of the Board and shall audit all accounts and claims 
against the Board which may be presented or referred to them. 

20. The Committee on Buildings shall provide school 
houses or school rooms for the schools established by the 
Board and shall see that the same are kept in repair and fur- 
nished with necessary seats, fixtures and heating apparatus; 
that the rooms are kept neat and clean so that the health of the 
pupils may not suffer. They shall have power to make con- 
tracts for the renting of school houses and school rooms and 
for all necessary repairs of the same and necessary furniture 
or fixtures for said rooms or houses. Provided, however. That 
all contracts made by said committee which amount to fifty 
dollars' and upward shall, before they take effect, be ratified 
by a vote of the Board. 

21. Said committee shall make an annual report to the 
president giving an entire list of the property of the Board 
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with its valuation; the number of the different school build- 
ings, togfether with the number of seats in each department 
and a list of all rooms or buildingfs leased by the Board, with 
the duration of lease, names of lessors and amount of rent and 
such other information as they may deem of value to the 
Board. 

22. It shall be the duty of said committee to examine 
into and report upon all questions of the necessity, desirability 
and value of property hereafter purchased for the use of or 
sold by the Board ; to carefully examine into the title of such 
property purchased and prepare for execution all papers neces- 
sary in the purchase or sale of real estate ; and to recommend 
to the Board plans and specifications for all new school build- 
ings of the Board and they shall have the superintendence of 
the construction, finishing and furnishing of the same and of 
the construction of all necessary outbuildings and of the in- 
surance of the property of the Board. 

23. All persons engaged by the Board as janitors of the 
school buildings shall be nominated by the Committee on 
buildings, annually, at the first meeting of the new board after 
its organization and at such compensation as they may deem 
reasonable, such nomination and compensation, with a list of 
persons so employed, to be reported to the Board for its ap- 
proval at said meeting ; and in no case shall the salary paid to 
any janitor be increased or diminished except by a vote of the 
Board ; and all actions that may be taken by the said commit- 
tee relative to the discharge or hiring of janitors after the 
annual nominations as above shall have taken place, shall in 
all cases be reported to the Board at its next meeting for its 
approval or rejection. 

24. The Committee on Grounds shall have charge and 
supervision of the school grounds. They shall determine upon 
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the grading and platting of the grounds, plan the walks, de- 
cide upon the material and arrange for the construction of the 
same; supply the necessary shade and ornamental trees and 
shrubbery and designate the parts to be used as play grounds 
and those to be reserved for ornamental purposes and employ 
during such portion of the year as seems necessary a suitable 
person to carry such plans into execution; and shall control 
and use the services of the janitors in keeping the grounds in 
order. All plans for grading and improving the grounds which 
involve an outlay of more than fifty dollars shall first be sub- 
mitted to the Board for approval and ratification before being 
carried into effect. 

25. The Committee on Supplies shall see that the schools 
are provided with proper fuel and with all necessary supplies 
for daily use and shall have power to make contracts for the 
purchase of the same. Provided, however. That all contracts 
made by said committee which amount to fifty dollars and up- 
wards shall, before they take eflFect, be ratified by a vote of the 
Board. 

26. The Committee on Special Training shall have charge 
of all matters relating to manual training and kindergarten. 

2y, The Committee on Stationery Supplies shall have 
charge of all supplies to be used in the schools except such as 
are furnished under the supervision of the Committee on Sup- 
plies. They shall have the power to make contracts for the 
purchase of such supplies. Provided, however, That all con- 
tracts made by said committee which amount to over fifty dol- 
lars shall, before they take eflfect, be ratified by the Board. 
They shall nominate to the Board of Education at its regular 
meeting in June a suitable person for the position of clerk 
who shall be under the direction of the committee. 

28. The Committee on School Savings Banks shall have 
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general charg^e of the conduct of the system in the public 
schools and shall make an annual report to this Board. 

They shall also report at such other times as to them may 
seem necessary. 

29. The Committee on Kent Scientific Museum shall 
have general charge of all matters pertaining to the Kent 
Scientific Museum and Library. They shall from time to 
time recommend to the board the employment of such assist- 
ance in the care and conduct of said museum and library as 
they may deem advisable. All purchases of additions to said 
collection shall be made according to lists first reported by 
said committee to and confirmed by the Board and such lists 
shall be printed in the minutes unless otherwise ordered by 
the Board. Said committee shall make recommendations to 
the Board touching rules and regulations for the conduct and 
use of said museum and the expenditure of money for the care, 
improvement and enlargement of said collection. Said com- 
mittee shall report to the Board from time to time such plans 
and measures as to them may seem necessary and expedient 
for the establishment, housing, displaying and conservation 
of said collection. But said committee shall have no power 
to contract or expend money without the authorization of the 
Board. Said committee is to work in conjunction with a com- 
mittee of like number appointed by the directors of the Kent 
Scientific Institute. 

30. No committee shall have power to make any con- 
tract or incur any obligation that shall be binding on the 
Board without previous authorization of the Board, except 
such as are hereinbefore specially enumerated. 

31. A majority of any committee shall have power to act 
in all cases. The standing committees shall make a general 
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report of their doingfs and proceedings as often as they ma 
be requested by the president or by the Board. 

32. No money shall be appropriated or any vote taken or 
resolution or order passed, the carrying out of which will in- 
volve the necessity of the expenditure of money, except by the 
concurring vote of a majority of all the members of the 
Board-elect by "aye" and "nay." 

33. No account against the Board shall be reported upon 
by any committee of the Board nor audited by the Board un- 
less the same shall have been proven according to law and 
placed in the hands of the secretary or of the chairman of the 
Committee on Claims and Accounts at least two days before 
any meeting of the Board. 



RULES REGULATING TEACHERS' 
SALARIES AND THE GRANT- 
ING OF CERTIFICATES. 



PRINCIPALS. 

34. The salaries of principals shall be as follows: For 
the first room actually used as a session room, $575.00, an 
for each additional session room, $25.00. This rule shall not^-^ 
apply to the salaries of the principals of the Central and UnicH^^ 
schools. 

35. No person shall be appointed to a position as teache.^^ 
in the Grand Rapids schools unless either a graduate of a cit^ 
normal school or a state normal school or the University 
Michigan or a college with courses of equal length with t 
Michigan Normal or the University of Michigan, or a hold 
of a life certificate from the State Board of Education or 
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graduate of a twelve g^rade high school with at least three 
years of successful experience under pay in charge of rooms 
in public graded schools of not less than three rooms. 

Provided : That no new teacher be employed in the high 
schools of this city unless he or she is a college graduate. 

Provided, further. That the adoption of this rule shall 
not render ineligible any teacher now employed in the public 
schools of this city. 

New kindergarten teachers shall be at least high school 

graduates, shall have taken a two-years' course in a regular 

fa'ndergarten training school and shall pass a regular third- 

fiTade examination with such additional questions as naturally 

^ear upon kindergarten work. 

Provided, That this rule shall not render ineligible the 
Srr-aduates of the city training school. 

36. Salaries shall be paid monthly and based on grade 
^xid experience in charge of room as follows : 



First year cadet 

Second year cadet 

First year in chargre of room.... 
Second year in chargre of room. 
Third year in charge of room .. 
Fourth year in charfpe of room. 
Fifth year in chargre of room.... 
Sixth year in charg^e of room.... 



S 

u 

SJhh 

•»* o 



$300 
325 
350 
400 
450 
500 
550 
575 



4) 

•d 
ti 

u 

be 



CG 



■s 

u 
be 



o 

4) 

> 



$600 



$375 
425 

475 
525 
575 
625 



•3 

jd 
ba 



$400 
450 
500 
550 
600 
650 



*Kinderg-artea to fifth grade, inclusiTe. 



Teachers in charge of session rooms having an average 
attendance of more than fifty pupils during the first month of 
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the semester may receive, if approved by the Board, 
t-on to the salary payable under the above schedule, 
than fifty dollars for each additional enrollment 
fraction thereof. 

SCHBDUI^ OF HIGH SCHOOL fUOJiSSSB. 



rd, in addi- \ 
£, not more ] 

of fifty or ] 



First year $500 

Second year 500 $525 

Third year 525 550 -. ■ 

Fourth year 550 575 r 

Fifth year 575 600 

Sixth year 600 625 

Seventh year 625 650 

Eighth year 650 675 

Ninth year 675 700 

Tenth year 700 750 

Eleventh year 750 800 

Twelfth year 800 900 

Thirteenth year 900 1000 

SessicMi room teachers shall receive $900 the first year in 
charge of session room seating 100 pupils or over, $950 the 
second year, $ipoo the third year, $1,050 the fourth year and 
(maximum) $i,ioo the fifth year. The preceptress shall re- 
ceive $100 in addition to the salary under the above schedule. 

College graduates may be credited by the Committee on 
Teachers with four years' experience. 

Salaries of teachers now employed are not to be decreased 
to meet this schedule. 

Successful experience in high schools or schools of similar 
grade will be counted but no credit shall be pven fw more 
than five years. 
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The average daily attendance during the first month of 
each semester shall be considered for the purpose of comput- 
ing salaries during that semester. 

Graduates of the University of Michigan and graduates of 
the Michigan Normal college holding a degree may be cred- 
ited by the Committee on Teachers with four and two years, 
respectively, of experience in primary, grammar and high 
schools and when so credited shall be entitled to receive pay 
in accordance with the table of salaries. 

37. The salaries of teachers in the truant and ungraded 
rooms may be fixed by the Committee on Teachers and ap- 
proved by the Board, irrespective of these rules. 

CLASS-ROOM TEL^CHBRS. 

38. Class-room teachers shall receive the same salaries as 
teachers in charge of rooms of the next lower grade. 

EXPERIENCE. 

39. In fixing the numbers of years' credit to be given 
newly appointed teachers for experience in other than Grand 
Rapids schools the Committee on Teachers shall allow such 
credit as the facts, in its judgment, warrant; but in no case 
shall a teacher be given credit for more than his or her full 
number of years' work in public graded schools having not less 
than three rooms nor with more than half time for work in 
other public schools. 

40. Teachers of experience elsewhere accepting cadet- 
ships here may, if promoted within a year to the charge of a 
roam, be given such credit for experience as the Committee 
on Teachers may deem just, subject to the restriction con- 
tained in rule 39. 

41. Teachers entering the Grand Rapids schools after a 
part of the school year has passed, will, if such teachers are 
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reappointed for the following school year, receive an additional 
year's credit for experience in the Grand Rapids schools, pro- 
vided they have taught in said schools half a school year or 
more, but if they have taught less than half a school year they 
shall receive no additional credit therefor. 

42. Whenever in the judgment of the Committee on 
Teachers a teacher's work does not warrant allowing credit 
for the preceding year's experience, it may refuse to credit 
such experience. 

43. Increase of salary on account of experience will 
always beg^n with the opening of the school year and never at 
other times, except in case of the promotion of cadets. 

44. In case the number of rooms taught in any building 
shall be increased or diminished after the commencement of 
any school month the salary of the principal of such building 
shall not be changed to correspond therewith under these 
rules until the beginning of the next month, and teachers in 
two grades to which different salaries are given shall receive 
the higher salary. When a new grade calling for a different 
salary is introduced into a room after the beginning of any 
school month, through the promotion or transfer of pupils, 
there shall be no change in salary until the beginning of the 
next month. 

45. In making appointments or promotions decided pref- 
erence will be g^ven, other things being equal, to the holders 
of first and second grade certificates. 

46. Certificates of three grades shall be issued, known as 
certificates of the first, second and third grades, respectively. 
The first grade certificate shall be valid until revoked by the 
Board on recommendation of the Committee on Teachers and 
shall qualify the holder, eligible under rule 35, to fill any posi- 
tion in the schools. A second grade certificate shall be valid 
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until revoked by the Board on recommendation of the Com- 
mittee on Teachers and shall qualify the holder, if eligible, 
to teach in the first to the eighth grades inclusive, and to act 
as principal in any primary or grammar school. A third grade 
certificate shall be valid until revoked by the Board on recom- 
mendation of the Committee on Teachers, and shall qualify 
the holder, if eligible, to teach in the first to the sixth grades 
inclusive. The form of said certificates shall be approved by 
the Committee on Teachers and they shall be signed by the 
chairman of that committee and by the superintendent. 

47. Applicants for third grade certificates shall be exam- 
ined in orthography, reading, writing, grammar, geography, 
arithmetic, theory and art of teaching, United States history, 
civil government, elementary psychology and physiology and 
hygiene, with particular reference to the effects of alcoholic 
drinks, stimulants and narcotics upon the human system. 

(See Amendments to school laws ; Chapter 12, Section 4.) 

48. Applicants for second grade certificates shall be ex- 
amined in the requirements for a third grade certificate with 
the addition of history of England, composition and rhetoric, 
elementary algebra, physics, botany and physical geography. 

49. Applicants for first grade certificates shall be required 
to pass examination in the studies necessary for a second 
grade certificate with the addition of English literature, gen- 
eral history, history of education and geometry. 

50. No person shall be permanently appointed as a 
teacher who shall not have been granted a certificate of the 
necessary grade, and all persons temporarily appointed as 
teachers must take the first examination held after such tem- 
porary appointment, and shall not be retained unless such 
examination be satisfactorily passed, and no person shall act 
as a supply without having passed the required examination. 
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EXAMINATIONS. 

51. All examinations shall be in writing, except that ex- 
aminations in reading shall be partly oral and partly written. 
Any applicant for a certificate who fails to reach a credit of 
sixty per cent, in any two or more subjects or to reach an 
average standing of eighty per cent, will be denied a certifi- 
cate, and when taking a future examination will be re-exam- 
ined in all subjects. 

Questions, answers and markings shall be filed immedi- 
ately after the examination and kept in the office of the secre- 
tary until the next regular examination. 

All applicants before being examined shall be g^ven num- 
bers, and all examination papers shall be indexed by such 
numbers and not by the names of the applicants, and the ex- 
amination papers shall be marked by a person or persons to 
whom the identity of' the applicants and their numbers shall 
be unknown. 

52. Regular examinations for teachers shall be held dur- 
ing the spring vacation and during the last week in June. 
Special examinations may be held at any time under the 
direction of the Committee on Teachers, due notice thereof 
being given. 

EXEMPTIONS FROM EXAMINATIONS. 

53. Certificates of the first, second or third grades, as the 
Committee on Teachers shall recommend, may be granted by 
a majority vote of the Board to the following persons without 
examination : 

First. Persons holding state certificates granted by the 
State Board of Education. 

Second. Graduates of the Michigan State University. 

Third. Graduates of the Michigan State Normal College 
of Ypsilanti, holding life licenses to teach in Michigan. 



GRAJ^D RAPIDi^ PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 149 

Fourth. Graduates of other institutions with a standing 
equal to that of the Michigan University and the State Normal 
College. 

Fifth. Teachers of special subjects, including music, 
drawing and penmanship. 

ABSENCE AND SICKNESS. 

54. Whenever any teacher shall, on account of being sick, 
be absent from his or her department, ninety per cent, of the 
salary for the time lost shall be deducted ; but no salary shall 
' be paid for absence after two weeks. If a temporary teacher 
is rendered necessary, the compensation to be paid such sub- 
stitute shall be fixed by the superintendent, with the consent of 
the chairman of the Committee on Teachers, at the time of 
the appointment or thereafter, subject, however, to be finally 
fixed by the Board by appeal of any such substitute from such 
chairman's action in the premises. No substitute shall be paid 
more than the ninety per cent, deducted from the regular 
salary without an order from the Board to. that effect. When- 
ever any teacher shall be temporarily absent from school it 
shall be the duty of said teacher to send a notice forthwith to 
the office of the superintendent. All teachers when absent 
from school, except from sickness (as herein provided) shall 
forfeit their salary during the continuance of such absence. 

DISMISSAL OF TEACHERS. 

55. The Board assumes the right to dismiss any teacher 
at any time for a willful violation of the rules of the Board, or 
for misconduct, or incompetency, or on thirty days' notice 
without assigning a reason. 
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RULES REGULATING THE MEETINGS 

OF THE BOARD. 



56. The following shall be the order of business of the 
regular meetings of the Board, and this rule shall not be devi- 
ated from unless under a suspension of the rules, and the rules 
may be suspended only by a two-thirds vote of the members 
of the Board present : 

1. Roll call. 

2. Reading mmutes of previous meeting. 

3. Reading of petitions. 

4. Reports of committees in the following order : 

1. Committee on Schools. 

2. Committee on Teachers. 

3. Committee on Text Books. 

4. Committee on Public Library. 

5. Committee on Ways and Means. 

6. Committee on Claims and Accounts. 

7. Committee on Buildings. 

8. Committee on Apparatus and School Library. 

9. Committee on Grounds. 

10. Committee on Supplies. 

11. Committee on Special Training. 

12. Committee on Stationery Supplies. 

13. Committee on School Savings Banks. 

14. Committee on Kent Scientific Museum. 

15. Special Committees. 

5. Report of secretary. 

6. Report of superintendent. 

7. Motions and resolutions. 

8. Unfinished business. 

9. Miscellaneous business. 
10. Adjournment. 
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57. The president shall take the chair at the time ap- 
pointed for the meeting" and shall call the meeting to order. 
He may speak upon all questions of order in preference to 
other members and shall decide such questions subject to an 
appeal to the Board. 

58. A majority of the Board constitutes a quorum. 

59. The president may put any question sitting, but shall 
rise to address the Board. He may state facts and give his 
decision on questions of order without leaving the chair ; but if 
he wishes to debate a question he shall leave the chair, calling 
some member to it as temporary chairman. 

60. Questions shall be put in the order in which they 
are made, unless the subsequent motion shall be previous in 
its character; except that when time or sums are stated in a 
resolution or motion, the largest sum and longest time shall 
be put first. Motions to adjourn shall always be in order and 
shall be decided without debate. 

61. The previous question shall be put when in order and 
voted by a majority of the Board present, and shall cut off all 
further amendment and debate, and shall be put as follows: 
"Shall the main question now be put?'* Motions for the 
previous question are not debatable. 

62. All motions must be seconded and shall be reduced 
to writing when requested by any member, and all reports and 
resolutions shall be reduced to writing before being presented. 
When a question is under debate the following motions only 
shall be in order : To adjourn, to lay on the table, to postpone, 
to commit, the previous question and to amend; and these 
shall have precedence in the order in which they are named. 
A motion of commitment, until decided, shall cut off all amend- 
ments of the main question. 
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63. Members shall be seated at the meetings of the Board 
in the order of their wards ; members shall rise in their places 
to address the chair, and no member shall speak sitting. Each 
member speaking shall confine himself to the question under 
discussion and. shall avoid all personalities. The person en- 
titled to the floor shall be designated by the chair, and no 
person shall be interrupted while speaking, except by calls to 
order or to correct a mistake; and any member may call 
another to order when in his opinion such member is out of 
order. 

64. Any member voting with the prevailing party may 
move a reconsideration of any vote, and if seconded and car- 
ried the question shall again be open for debate and shall be 
disposed of by the Board. If such motion is not made at the 
same meeting with the original vote, a vote of two-thirds of 
the members present shall be necessary for a reconsideration. 
Every member must vote unless excused. A division of any 
question may be called for by any member, and the question 
shall be divided and put in accordance with such call. 

65. Members called to order shall sit down, unless per- 
mitted to explain by the president; and if the decision of the 
chair is appealed from the Board shall decide the question 
without debate. No member shall speak more than twice on 
the same question without leave, nor more than once, until 
all members wishing to speak shall have spoken. 

No trustee of this Board shall submit any bid to furnish 
under contract or otherwise any material or supplies to the 
Board of Education while he is a member of this Board. 

66. No trustee shall vote on any question in which he is 
pecuniarily interested. On all other questions every trustee 
shall vote unless excused by the Board. 

67. The rules of parliamentary practice comprised in 



GRAND RAPIDS PUBLIC SCHOOLS, 153 

/efferson's Manual shall gfovern the Board in all cases to which 
they are applicable and in which they are not inconsistent 
H^ith th€ standing rules of the Board. 

68. Any rule or by-law may be suspended by a vote of 
^^^^o-thirds of all members present. Provided, That a majority 

^^ all the members of the Board shall vote for such suspension. 

69. All by-laws, rules and regulations inconsistent with 
^'^ ^ foregoing are hereby repealed ; and all rules and reg^la- 
** ^cr>ns of the schools except those contained herein are hereby 
^^^3)ealed. 

70. All reports of committees shall be made in writing, 
erbal reports shall not be considered by the Board. 



RULES AND REGULATIONS OF THE 

SCHOOLS. 



CLASSIFICATION. 

71. The public schools of the city of Grand Rapids shall 
T)e classified as follows : 
Primary schools. 
Grammar schools. 
High schools. 
y2. The primary, grammar and high schools shall each be 
divided into four grades, the first of each being the lowest. 

SCHOOL, TEAR. 

73. The first term shall begin on the first Tuesday in 
September and close on the Friday next preceding Christmas, 
The second term shall commence one week from the following 
Monday and continue twelve weeks. The third term shall 
commence on the second Monday following the close of the 
second term and continue twelve weeks. 
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SCHCMDL, SESSIONS. 

74. The school sessions for the high school department 
shall be from 9 a. m. to 12 m., and from 1 115 p. m. to 3 ;30 p. m. 
each school day duringf the entire school year. The sessions 
for the primary and grammar school departments shall be 
from 9 a. m. to II :4s a. m., except that the kindergarten, be- 
ginners, first and second grades shall close at 11 130 a. m., and 
from I :i5 p. m. to 3:30 p. m. There shall be fifteen minutes 
recess in the primary and grammar schools in both the morn- 
ing and afternoon sessions. 

HOLIDAYS. 

75. Every Saturday, twenty-second day of February, 
annual Thanksgiving and following Friday, and all Thanks- 
givings and fast days authorized by the national and state 
governments and such others as the Board of Education may 
authorize shall be regarded as holidays. 

REQUIREMENTS FOR AX>MISSION. 

76. Residents — ^All persons who are residents of the city 
and who are over five years of age, not afflicted with any con- 
tagious disease, may attend the public schools of the city. 
Beginners can enter only during the first school week in 
September and February. 

yy, Non-Residents — Persons not residents of the city, or 
who may have a temporary residence within the limits of the 
city for the purpose of attending school, may be admitted into 
the schools upon the payment of the following rates of tuition : 

High school, per week 50 cents. 

Grammar school, per week 40 cents. 

Primary school, per week 30 cents. 

78. All tuition must be paid in advance for not less than 
ten weeks. No deduction shall be made for absence after a 
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pupil shall have commenced a term, except in case of pro- 
tracted sickness. Provided, That nothing less than three con- 
secutive weeks shall be considered a protracted sickness. 

SUPERINTENDENT. 

79. The superintendent of public schools shall act under 
the direction of the Board, whose executive officer he shall be, 
as far as pertains to the details of school management and 
discipline and the general care of schools, school houses, books 
and apparatus. 

80. The Truant school shall be used only as a means of 
last resort, either for the punishment of truants or incor- 
rigibles. Only in the most extreme cases shall any child under 
the age of eleven years be committed to the Truant school. 
The question of transferring pupils to or from the Truant 
school shall be left to the judgment of the superintendent of 
schools. 

81. It shall be his duty to see that the rules of the Board 
are enforced; to superintend the classification of pupils; to 
promote those to a higher department or grade of school who, 
upon examination, are found qualified; to see that judicious 
programs of study and recitation are instituted; to direct 
modes of discipline and instruction, suitable hours of study 
and intermission and maintain a uniform system of text books, 
school records and reports, and to render any needed aid and 
counsel, and enact such special rules for the government of the 
schools as shall conduce to their highest success. 

82. He shall make himself familiar with the various sys- 
tems of public instruction and the progress of education in 
other places, that. he may be better prepared to devise appro- 
priate means for the advancement of the public schools of this 
city to the highest possible standard of efficiency and useful- 
ness. 
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83. He shall report the condition of the schools under his 
charge at the regular meetings of the Board of Education and 
make such recommendations as may seem necessary. 

84. He shall hold meetings of the teachers whenever in 
his judgment he shall think it best; and he shall keep a record 
of the attendance of teachers at such meeting^. 

85. He may appoint a supply in case of the temporary 
absence of any teacher or dismiss the department at his dis- 
cretion. 

86. He shall collect tuition from foreign pupils and all 
fines for injuries to school property, or cause the same to be 
collected by the principals of the departments or secretary of 
the Board. 

87. He shall hold examinations of teachers and applicants 
as the Committee on Teachers may direct. 

88. He shall have power to grant permission for partial 
attendance to such pupils as are unable to attend the entire 
day and to carry out the rules of the Board concerning the 
school districts, as also concerning the irregular attendance or 
misconduct of pupils. 

89. It shall be his duty to send to the Board annually a 
written report giving the condition of the schools from the 
statistics of teachers' reports, and an account of his own labors 
with such suggestions as may seem important. 

90. He shall have regular office hours outside of school 
hours, which shall be from 4 to 5 :30 p# m., and such others as 
he may appoint. 

TEACHERS, THEIR OBLIGATIONS AND PRIVII^GES-GENER- 

AL. DUTIES. 

The following duties shall be binding upon all teachers of 
the public schools of this city : 

91. To become familiar with the general regulations of 
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the schools and to co-operate with the superintendent in their 
observance. 

92. To take a personal interest in whatever tends to 
elevate the teacher and the character of the instruction of 
pupils. 

93. To be present at all meetings appointed by the super- 
intendent when their attendance is required, and when present 
to perform whatever work may have been assigned them. 

94. To acquaint themselves with the circumstances and 
disposition of each pupil so as better to adapt instruction and 
discipline to individual cases. 

95. To watch over pupils at recess and intermission, and 
thus to prevent any improper deportment or language on the 
part of the pupils. 

96. To avoid sarcasm, ridicule and every appearance of 
passion in the government of the schools. 

97. To take all proper means to foster in the minds of the 
pupils love and respect for their teacher. 

98. To see that the school rooms are properly ventilated 
and heated, keeping the temperature at about 70 degrees 
Fahrenheit; to this end they shall endeavor to secure an entire 
change of air at recess and at the close of the morning session. 

99. To report to the superintendent all matters pertain- 
ing to their schools ; but teachers may at all times report any 
such matters to the Committee on Schools. 

100. To prevent the use of their schools as a means of 
advertising; except by permission of the superintendent. 

loi. To notify parents at the close of each morning and 
afternoon session of every absent pupil and every case of 
tardiness, unless satisfactory evidence is furnished that such 
absence or tardiness was unavoidable. 
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\Qi2. To be present at their respective rooms at the time 
indicated by the rules, and unless so present, to mark them- 
selves tardy. 

103. To take charge of all books loaned by the super- 
intendent to indigent pupils and collect the same at the end 
of each term. 

104. To keep all records neatly and accurately. 

105. To co-operate with associate -teachers in securing 
good order in the halls or on the school grounds. 

106. To make a carefully arranged program of study and 
recitation which they shall faithfully follow. 

107. To prepare with accuracy all reports and deliver 
them at the time specified to the persons for whom they are 
made. 

108. Teachers may detain pupils at the close of the school 
session and at recess for purposes of punishment or to prepare 
neglected lessons; but such detention shall be limited to ten 
minutes at recess and thirty minutes at the close of the session. 

109. They shall faithfully carry out the suggestions of the 
superintendent respecting methods of instruction. 

no. If unable to be in school they shall give the super- 
intendent notice of such inability at least one hour previous to 
the opening of the school; and in all such cases a minutely 
prepared statement of the school work of the day, for the use 
of the supply teacher, shall, if possible, accompany the notice 

111. They shall enroll their names at the top of the first 
page of the school register and make a daily record of their 
attendance and tardiness. 

112. All teachers entering into contract with the Board 
of Education are understood thereby to obligate themselves 
to the faithful observance of these rules and regulations. 
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113. All teachers are required to maintain strict order 
and discipline in the schools and class rooms. The practice of 
d^tainin^ pupils after school should be avoided as far as pos- 
sible. In maintaining order teachers may employ any reason- 
able and proper means which may be necessary to secure com- 
pliance with all commands, governing by kindness and appeal- 
ing to the better nature of pupils whenever possible. 

Corporal punishment shall be avoided when obedience can- 
be obtained by milder measures, but may be resorted to when- 
ever after consultation between the principal and teacher it 
shall be thought necessary. When it shall be decided upon 
the principal shall inflict the punishment himself in the pres- 
ence of the teacher or direct the teacher to inflict it in his pres- 
ence, but not in the presence of the school. All such cases 
shall be reported to the superintendent not later than the day 
following the occurrence. In conflicting punishment, striking 
the head and hands must be avoided. 

SPECIAL. DUTIES— PRINCIPALS. 

114. It shall be the duty of the principals to have general 
management of the schools under their charge, making the 
necessary rules for the preservation of good ord^r in the halls 
and on the school grounds. 

115. To have supervision of the furniture, apparatus, 
maps and outbuildings, and to give directions to the janitors 
for the proper care of the same and see that such directions 
are fully obeyed, and in case an injury is done to any of the 
school property to ascertain the person doing the same and 
report at once to the superintendent the nature and extent of 
the injury. 

116. To classify, with the aid and advice of the superin- 
tendent, all pupils at their entrance into the schools. 
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117. To make a monthly report to the superintendent ac- 
cording to prescribed forms of the condition of their schools. 

118. To suspend pupils for determined resistance to 
authority until their cases can be reported to the superintend- 
ent, but in all such cases when it is possible, to send a previous 
warning to the parent. 

119. Punctually to observe the hours for opening and 
closing the schools. 

120. To see that their school buildings when open are 
always in the charge of the janitors or one of the teachers. 

121. To see that their school rooms are in charge of 
teachers and open for the reception of pupils one-half hour 
before the opening of each school session. 

122. To visit from time to time the rooms of assistants 
during school hours and to make such suggestions as may be 
necessary. 

123. To enroll the names and record the attendance and 
tardiness of assistants who have charge of recitation rooms. 

124. To be present at their respective schools, both morn- 
ing and afternoon, one-half hour before the time for the open- 
ing of the school session. 

ASSISTANTS. 

125. The first assistant shall assume the duties of prin- 
cipal when the latter is absent. 

126. It shall be the duty of assistants to render reports 
to the principal according to the prescribed forms on the last 
Friday of each school month. 

127. To consult frequently with the principals concerning 
the management of the schools and especially with reference 
to cases where corporal punishment may be thought necessary. 
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128. To be present at their respective rooms thirty min- 
utes before the time for opening the sessions during the entire 
school year. 

PUPILS—DUTIES AND PRIVILEGE'S. 

129. Pupils shall not appear on or about the school 
grounds earlier than thirty minutes before the opening of 
either session of the school, except by consent of the principal 
previously obtained. 

130. Pupils are required in all cases to be kind toward 
each other and tio render respectful obedience to all the teach- 
ers of the same building with themselves. 

131. To refrain from the use of tobacco and from vile and 
profane language and other immoral conduct of every kind; 
to be neat in their persons and punctual and regular in attend- 
ance, diligent in study and faithful in the observance of every 
rule. 

132. Any pupil who shall be absent from any regular ex- 
amination of the school without permission of his teacher and 
shall fail to furnish a satisfactory excuse therefor shall not be 
permitted to return without the consent of the Board of Edu- 
cation or the superintendent. 

133. Sickness of the pupil or severe illness in the family 
rendering attendance at home necessary shall be considered 
the only legitimate excuse for tardiness or absence from 
school, and the teacher may require in all cases that the cause 
of absence be certified by the parent or guardian in person or 
in writing. When an unavoidable absence can be anticipated^ 
in should if possible, be excused before it occurs. 

134. Any pupil who shall mark, cut or otherwise inten- 
tionally deface or injure any school furniture or building, 
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inside or out, shade trees, fences or other property whatever, 
belonging to the school estate, shall not only be liable for 
damages but subject to the law of this state. 

135. A pupil may not be permitted to continue in school 
who shall not be provided with all the books and utensils uni- 
formly required in the classes. 

136. In case uncleanliness of either the person or dress 
unfits a pupil for the school he shall be sent home to be prop- 
erly prepared for the school room. 

137. Text books may be furnished by the superintendent 
at the public expense (Michigan School Law, Chap. Ill, Sec. 
16) for the use of children whose parents are unable to provide 
them. Such books shall be labeled "School Property," and 
the teacher shall enter their number and title in the school 
register in connection with the name of the pupil to whom lent 
and the name of the parent or guardian. 

138. Books and periodicals foreign to the purpose of 
study will not be permitted in study hours. 

139. Candidates for advancement must pass a satisfactory 
examination and receive a certificate from the superintendent 
or principal before they can be permitted to enter a higher 
class or department. Special examination for this purpose 
will be held at the beginning and close of each semester. 

140. It shall be the duty of pupils enrolled in the higher 
departments to perform regularly the parts assigned them in 
declamation and composition and by faithfulness in the dis- 
charge of every duty, and in making the school a pattern of 
excellence. This shall be a condition of membership. 

141. At the close of the third term of each school year 
those pupils who have completed any course of study in a 
satisfactory manner and whose regularity of attendance and 
uniform, exemplary deportment shall have been commend- 



GRAND RAPIDS PUBLIC SCHOOLS. I63 

able, shall be entitled to the honors of graduation and receive 
a diploma therefor. 

142. No public presentation of a gift or other testimonial 
shall be made to any teacher by pupils in school. 

JANITORS— DUTIES OF. 

143. It shall be the duty of the janitor to sweep daily at 
the close of the school all the rooms, halls, stairways and 
piazzas in use by the schools, and to remove upon the follow- 
ing morning the dust from all school furniture ; at the close 
of school each night to empty and clean all filters, wash bowls, 
dippers, to clean and fill the ink wells, and to clean the black- 
boards when the principal deems it necessary. It shall be his 
duty to supply all wash stands with clean towels every morn- 
ing and as much oftener as the principal may direct. He shall 
be allowed such extra compensation therefor as the Committee 
on Supplies may direct. 

144. To wash the floors of the rooms, halls and stairways 
once each school month, and those of the halls and rostrums 
oftener if directed by the principal. 

145. To examine daily into the condition of the outbuild- 
ings, sidewalks and fences and keep the same in good condi- 
tion, and to report to the principal and the superintendent of 
buildings any needed repairs or serious injury done to any 
school property. 

146. To have the rooms sufficiently warmed for school 
purposes at 8:30 a. m. during all seasons when fires are neces- 
sary and on the opening of school each morning to open all 
ventilating shafts and fresh air inlets; also at close of school 
to see that the same are closed and the fires properly banked. 

147. To open the buildings at 8 a. m. when directed and 
to remain in charge of the same until the arrival of the prin- 
cipal. 
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148. To keep open all necessary paths upon the school 
premises leading: to the buildings or outbuilding^. 

149. To consult with the principal and the superintendent 
of janitors respecting: the character of the work and as far as 
possible carry out all sug^gestions relative to the care of the 
property and comfort of pupils and teachers ; also to report to 
the principal such improper conduct of pupils as may be no- 
ticed by him. The principals shall report to the superintend- 
ent of janitors all failure on the part of janitors to properly at- 
tend to their duties. 

150. All janitors shall act as messengers between the 
office of the superintendent and the schools of which they have 
charge, but shall never absent themselves from their buildings 
during school sessions without first assuring themselves of the 
condition of the fires and safety of steam boilers. The janitors 
shall faithfully. attend to carrying out all details on the posted 
cards in their buildings relative to care of steam boilers, ventil- 
ation, fires, etc. 

151. All janitors at such time as they may no* be engaged 
in their duties in the school buildings shall be subject to the 
direction of the Committee on Grounds. 



SUGGESTIONS TO TEACHERS RESPECT- 
ING REPORTS, SCHOOL GOVERN- 
MENT, ETC. 



152. The name of the school, time of beginning and end- 
ing of the school year and the name of the teacher in charge 
of the room should be plainly written on the cover of the re^s- 
ter. 
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153. The name of the teacher should be enrolled at the 
top of the first page, followingf which should be left four blank 
spaces to be used in case other teachers should senre in the 
same school during the year. 

154. The real name of the pupil should in all cases be the 
one enrolled on the register. 

155. After the second week of the school year the attend- 
ance, which may be then copied into the register, should be 
marked each day. 

156. Care should be taken to leave sufficient room for 
enrollment in alphabetical order of all pupils who may enter 
the school during the year. 

157. The left hand column of the register is designed for 
the names and residences of the parents, which should be ac- 
curately ascertained at the beginning of each school year. 

158. Teachers should each day record their own attend- 
ance and tardiness. 

159. Teachers should not leave the school building until 
the work upon the register, the monthly summary and all other 
duties of the day are performed. 

-160. Every book loaned to a pupil should be recorded 
under the record of the pupil's attendance, together with the 
date of the loan. 

161. Whenever a pupil leaves the school permanently 
the reason for such leaving, and if transferred, the school to 
w^hich he is accredited should be noted opposite the name on 
both the register and the "Transfer Record." 

162. It should be ascertained whenever a pupil enters a 
school whether he has since the beginning of the school year 
attended any other school or schools within the city ; if so, his 
entrance ticket, with the record of attendance and standing to 
date, should be obtained from his former teacher and a record 
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of the same made upon the register. Teachers receiving a 
pupil by transfer should immediately notify the teacher from 
whom he comes of his entrance. 

163. On Friday night, at the close of each school month, 
the principal should hold a meeting of the teachers of the 
building for the purpose of examining the monthly summary 
and for correcting the same if necessary. 

164. All papers sent by the teachers to the superintendent 
or parents should be dated and should bear the name of the 
teacher. 

165. Each case requiring the suspension of a pupil for 
absence or misdemeanor shall be reported to the principal for 
final action. When a pupil has been suspended, notice of the 
same with a report. of the facts in the case should be sent at 
once to the superintendent. 

166. Teachers should keep parents informed of all ab- 
sences, unsatisfactory work and misconduct of their children. 

167. Whenever a pupil leaves the school permanently, 
either with or without the consent and advice of the parent, 
and the cause does not seem to the teacher absolutely neces- 
sary, the case should be at once referred to the superintendent 
with the name and address of the parent. 

168. Teachers should hold themselves aloof from the use 
of all hasty remarks in the presence of pupils, which may not 
be repeated at any time in the presence of others. 

169. Through the pupils the parents should learn that at 
any time they will be welcome in the school room, and if they 
are known to be dissatisfied with the school in any respect, 
visits from such will generally result in removing the dis- 
affection. 

170. The remissness of the janitor in the care of the school 
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room should be noticed and corrected ; the floor of each room 
should be cleaned every fourth week, and other parts of the 
room as often as necessary to secure health and cleanliness. 

171. Pupils should be taught orderly habits in all things 
pertaining to school work and orderly habits on the part of the 
teacher will more quickly and surely secure this result. 

172. Earnest and constant effort is needed on the part of 
the teacher to prevent immorality in any form. By frequently 
mingling with the boys on the playground, the teacher will see 
more clearly the evil and how to correct it. Reproof kindly 
fifiven, without the knowledge of other pupils, will be found 
most effectual. 



PROGRAMS 



OF 



Special Teachers. 
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SUPERVISOR OF DRAWING. 



Wbbks: 1, 7, 13, 19, 25, 31, 37. 

FORENOON. APTSSNOON. 

Monday Baxter street Teachers' Meeting. 

Tuesday Wealthy avenue Teachers' Meeting^. 

Wednesday Congress street Lake. 

Thursday South Division street Palmer avenue. 

Friday South Division street Walker. 

WSSKS: 2. 8, 14, 20, 26, 32, 38. 

Monday Diamond street Teachers' Meeting-. 

Tuesday Henry street .Teachers' Meeting. 

Wednesday Jefferson avenue Jefferson avenue. 

Thursday North Ionia street North Ionia street. 

Friday Central avenue Optional. 

WSSKS: 3, 9, 15, 21, 27, 33, 39. 

Monday Plainfield avenue Teachers' Meeting. 

Tuesday Fountain street Teachers' Meeting. 

Wednesday Hall street Hall street. 

Thursday Union Grammar South Ionia street. 

Friday Union Primary Optional. 

WSBKS: 4, 10, 16, 22, 28, 34, 40. 

Monday North Division street Teachers' Meeting. 

Tuesday East Leonard street Teachers' Meeting. 

Wednesday Turner street Turner street. 

Thursday Central Grammar Central Grammar. 

Friday Oakdale North Division street 

WSBKS: 5, 11, 17, 23, 29, 35. 

Monday Straight street Teachers' Meeting. 

Tuesday Widdicomb street Teachers' Meeting. 

Wednesday Jefferson street Jefferson street. 

Thursduy East Bridge street Coit avenue. 

Friday West Leonard street Optional. 

WbbkS: 6, 12, 18, 24, 30. 36. 

Monday Second avenue Teachers' Meeting. 

Tuesday Sibley street Teachers' Meeting. 

Wednesday Madison avenue Madison avenue. 

Thursday Pine street Seventh street. 

Friday Buchanan street Optional. 



170 GRAND RAPIDS PUBLIC SCHOOLS, 



SUPERVISOR OF MUSIC. 



Wbbks: 1, 6, 11, 16, 21, 26, 31, 36. 

FORBNOGN. AlfTBRNOON. 

Monday West L/eonard street Optional. 

Tuesday North Division street Teachers' Meeting*. 

Wednesday Union Grammar Union Primary. 

Thursday East I^eonard street Baxter. 

Friday Diamond street South Ionia street. 

Wbbks: 2, 7, 12, 17, 22, 27, 32, 37. 

Monday Widdicomb street I^ake. 

Tuesday Straight street Teachers* Meeting*. 

Wednesday South Division street South Division streeta 

Thursday Jefferson street Jefferson street. 

Friday Fountain street Seventh street. 

Wbbks: 3, 8, 13, 18, 23, 28, 33, 38. 

Monday Henry street Walker. 

Tuesday Second avenue Teachers' Meeting. 

Wednesday Pine street Sibley street. 

Thursday Jefferson avenue Jefferson avenue. 

Friday East Bridge street Coit avenue. 

Wbbks: 4, 9, 14, 19, 24, 29, 34, 39. 

Monday Wealthy avenue Oakdale. 

Tuesday Buchanan street Teachers' Meeting. 

Wednesday Plainfield avenue Palmer avenue. 

Thursday Madison avenue Madison avenue. 

Friday Hall street Hall street. 

Wbbks: 5, lO, 15, 20, 25, 30, 35. 

Monday Congress street Optional. 

Tuesday Central avenue Teachers' Meeting. 

Wednesday North Ionia street North Ionia street. 

Thursday Turner street Turner street. 

Friday Central Grammar Central Grammar. 
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SUPERVISOR OF KINDERGARTEN. 



4c « « )i( 

First Wkkk: 1, 6, 11, 16, 21, 26, 31, 36. 

Monday Fountain street East Bridg-e street. 

Tuesday Seventh street Madison avenue. 

Wednesday Straig-ht street Optional. 

Thursday . .-. East I^eonard street North Ionia street. 

Friday Buchanan street Jefferson avenue. 

9ic * ♦ ♦ 

Second Week: 2, 7, 12, 17, 22, 27, 32, 37. 

Monday Turner street West Leonard street. 

Tuesday Association South Division street. 

Wednesday Optional Sibley street. 

Thursday Wealthy avenue Henry street. 

Friday Plainfield avenue Palmer ayenue. 

♦ * * » 

Third Week: 3, 8, 13, 18, 23, 28, 33, 38. 

Monday East Bridg-e street Coit avenue. 

Tuesday North Division street Seventh street. 

Wednesday' Widdicomb street Optional. 

Thursday Central avenue Buchanan street. 

Friday. Baxter street Congress street. 

♦ 4e 4e i|e 

Fourth Week: 4, 9, 14, 19, 24, 29, 34, 39. 

Monday North Ionia street East Leonard street. 

Tuesday West Leonard street Turner street. 

Wednesday Optional Coit avenue. 

Thursday Second avenue Association. 

Friday Madison avenue Wealthy avenue. 

« ♦ ♦ 

Fifth Week: 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30, 35. 

Monday Jefferson street Straight street. 

Tuesday Hall street Plainfield avenue. 

Wednesday Diamond street Optional. 

Thursday South Ionia street Central avenue. 

Friday Widdicomb street North Division street. 

*Oii these weeks the order of forenoon and afternoon is reversed. 



172 



GRAND RAPIDS PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 



TIME SCHEDULE. 



6RADB 



Lanirnaffe 

Mathematics 



G«offfaph7, Civil Government, I 
History and Sociology ) 



Writinir— 

Openinir Bxercises.. 

Drawinir 

Music 



Summary.. 



Beirinners 
and First 


Second 


Third and 
Fourth 


Fifth 

and 

Sixth 


Seventh 

and 
Eiffhth 


210 


180 


130 


110 


115 




30 


40 


50 


.•xS 


See Lanflrnair^ 


40 


50 


50 


See Lan^aire 


15 


15 


15 


10 


10 


10 


10 


10 


20 


20 


20 


20 


20 


IS 


15 


15 


15 


15 


30 


30 


30 


30 


20 


285 


285 


300 


300 


300 



NoTB.— Physiology twice a week in 5-2 and S-l grades. Geography in the third 
rrade treated as lan^uaffe but classes s'raded 3-2—4-1 follow fourth irrade ^To^xzjn., 
In grades below the fourth, nature study, ffeoffraphy, history and sociology are con- 
sidered ''LanflTuag-e.** 



SCHOOL SESSIONS. 



A. M. 



P. M. 



Kinderflrarten, Befinners, First and Second Grades 9:00 to 11:30 1:16 to 3:30 

Third to Eighth Grades (Inclusive) 9:00 to 11:45 1:16 to 3;30 

Ninth to Twelfth Grades (inclusive) 9:00 to 12:00. 1:16 to 3:30 

SCHOOL WEEKS BEGIN AS FOLLOWS. 



Weeks 



1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

6. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 
10. 
11. 
12- 
13. 



September. 3 
September. 9 
September .16 
September .23 
September .30 

October 7 

October 14 

October 21 

October 28 

November . 4 
November .11 
November .18 
November .26 



Weeks 



14_. 

16.. 
17.. 
18_. 
19.. 
20_. 
21.. 
22.. 
28.. 
24.. 
25.. 
26.. 



December.. 2 
December.. 9 
December..l6 

January 6 

January 13 

January 20 

January 27 

February .. 8 
February ..10 
February ..17 
February ..24 

March 3 

March ...10 



Weeks 



27. 

28. 

29.. 

30.. 

31.. 

32.. 

33-. 

34.. 

35.. 

36.. 

37.. 

38.. 

39.. 

40_. 



March J7 

March 24 

April ^ 7 

April 14 

April 21 

April J8 

May 5 

May 12 

May 19 

May 26 

Jnne..M......M..... 8 

June 9 

June 16 

June .23 



STATISTICAL 
TABLES. 
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TABLE I GENEItAL STATISTia. 



3. Scbool popnialion Bccordiur in censui) lieg^; 
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TABLf V,~SK0W1NG THE DEGREE OF REGULARITY OF ATTENDANCE 
IN THE SEVERAL SCHOOLS. 
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TABLE VI.-SCHOOL CENSUS OP I9«l. 





s 


1 


1 


1 


s 


R 
















.a 




























S*! 




S-i 




a"; 














•5 


SS 


if 


s 


i 




5E 


*S(( 


5w 


S = 








ri 


S^ 


^^ 


S^ 


s* 


s» 


"3 


^ 




^ 






8*< 




1 


o 










*^ 




K 




^ 


^ 






ICKH 


394 




919 






































































3663 










































408 


bib 


W 


^ 


^ 


^ 


m 












12M 














»^«l. 


M4 


a 


^ 


43S 


^9^ 


m 


^iJ 








Total 


«» 


ma. 


484. 


,« 


134^ 


139fi2 


Z7465 


Z686S 







TABLE VII.-SUMMARY OT THE TRUANT SCHOOL, WM-WI. 







1 


15 


1 


1 


1 
■s 


1 


t 
•< 


1 


S 


^ 


Firsteorollmea. 


20 

1 


6 

m 

86 

1 


2 

18 
8 


39 












^ 


Number receiyed by traoBttr 


» 

5 


2* 


22 

5 


1 
1 


22 


14 

4 


44 


Nnmber b«1oogioif on last of montb 

Average nnmber belonging 


23 


Per cent, of itlendlnce 

Affgiwrale tardlneBB 


TO 


H^tar »i."to iniTtsaii McbSiiiz:."::.:. 


M 



GRAND RAPIDS PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 



TABLE VIM.— SUMMAItV OF THE WORK OF THE TRUANT OFPICER. 
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STATISTia or THE OPEKATION OF THE SAVINGS BANKS IN THE PU8UC 
SCHOOLS DURING THE SCHOOL YEAR l9H-l9Dt. 

to the honobablb board of education of thb city of 
Grand Rapids: 

Your Committee on School Savings Banks beg leave to 
present their annual report as follows : 
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Mary A, Phillips, Madison J, Ulkuch, 
John a, McColl, Hbnry E. Lochbr, 
W. H. Elson, Committee. 



DISTRICT BOUNDARIES. 



Note — Where a street is given as constituting a boundary, the line passes through the 
center of the street, unless otherwise stated. 



Central High School— Twelfth Grade. 

The city limits. 
Central High School — Ninth, Tenth and Eleventh Grades. 
Grand river on the west and city limits on the north, east 
and south. 

Central Grammar School. 

Beginning at the river on Trowbridge street, Trowbridge 
to Clinton street, Clinton (both sides) to Observatory street. 
Observatory street to the railroad, railroad to Bradford street, 
Bradford to North avenue, Bradford (both sides) to College 
avenue. College to Pleasant avenue. Pleasant to East street, 
East to Stewart street, Stewart (not including it) to the city 
limits, city limits on the east to Sherman street, Sherman to 
East street, East to Thomas street, Thomas (not including it) 
to Union street. Union (both sides) to Cherry street. Cherry 
tc State street. State (not including it) to Jefferson avenue, 
Jeiferson to Island street, Jeflferson (both sides) to East Ful- 
ton street, East Fulton (both sides) to North Division street, 
North Division to Mcnroe street, Monroe to Pearl street. 
Pearl to the river, river to Trowbridge street. 

m 

Union High School. 

Grand river on the east and south, and city limits on the 
north and west. 
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Union — Grammar and Primary School. 

Beginning at Seventh street and the railroad, Seventh 
(both sides) to the river, river to West Bridge street, West 
Bridge to Stocking street, Stocking (both sides) to Fifth 
street; Fifth (not including it) to the railroad, railroad to 
Seventh street. 

Baxter Street School. 

Beginning at the comer of East street and Wealthy ave- 
nue, Wealthy (not including it) to Eureka avenue. Wealthy 
to Fuller street. Fuller to Alexander avenue, Alexander to 
South East street. South East to Logan street. South East 
(not including it) to Wealthy avenue. 

Buchanan Street School. 

Beginning at Michigan Central railroad on Hall street. 
Hall street to South Ionia street. South Ionia street (both 
sides) to Stevens street, Stevens street to South Division 
street, South Division street to Q>ttage Grove avenue. Cottage 
Grove avenue to Jeiferson avenue, Jeiferson avenue (not in- 
cluding it) to Griggs avenue, Griggs avenue to Union street. 
Union street to Burton avenue. Burton avenue to Michigan 
Central railroad, Michigan Central railroad to Hall street. 

Central Avenue School. 

Beginning at the corner of South Division street and Fifth 
avenue, Fifth (not including it) to Jeflferson avenue, Jeflferson 
(both sides) to Powell street, Powell (both sides) to South 
Lafayette street. South Lafayette (both sides to Hall street, 
Hall to South Ionia street. South Ionia to Eighth avenue, 
Eighth to South Division street. South Division (both sides) 
to Fifth avenue. 
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Coit Avenue School. 

Beginning at the comer of Clinton and Observatory 
streets, Observatory to the railroad, railroad to Bradford street, 
Bradford to North avenue, North (not including it) to Hast- 
ings street, Hastings to Qancy street, Clancy (both sides) to 
East Bridge street, East Bridge to Coit avenue. East Bridge 
(not including it) to Clinton street, Clinton street (both sides) 
to Observatory street. 

Congress Street School. 

Beginning at the corner of Packard and East Fulton 
streets. East Fulton to Fuller street. Fuller to Wealthy ave- 
nue. Wealthy to Eureka avenue. Wealthy (not including it) 
to South East street, South East to Cherry street. Cherry (not 
including it) to Packard street, Packard (both sides) to East 
Fulton street. 

Diamond Street School. 

Beginning at the corner of North East and Stewart streets, 
Stewart (not including it) to city limits, city limits on the east 
and north to East Fulton street, East Fulton to North East 
street. North East to Stewart street. 

East Bridge Street School. 

Beginning at the corner of Bostwick and East Bridge 
streets, East. Bridge (both sides) to Coit avenue, East Bridge 
to Qancy street, Clancy (not including it) to Hastings street, 
Hastings to North avenue, North avenue (both sides) to Brad- 
ford street, Bradford (both sides) to College avenue. College 
(both .sides) to Pleasant avenue. Pleasant (both sides) to 
North East street. North East to Crescent avenue, Crescent 
(not including it) to Bostwick street, Bostwick to East Bridge 
street. 
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East Leonard Street School. 

Beginning^ at the comer of Plainfield avenrue and Page 
street, Page (both sides) to North avenue, North to Curtis 
street, Curtis (both sides) to the city limits, city limits north 
and east to Stewart street, Stewart (both sides) to East street, 
East to Pleasant avenue, Pleasant (not including it). to College 
avenue. College (not including it) to Bradford street, Brad- 
ford (not including it) to North avenue, Bradford to the rail- 
road, railroad to. Plainfield avenue, Plainfield to Page street. 

Fountain Street School. 

Beginning at the corner of CHtawa and Fountain streets, 
Fountain to Bostwick street, Bostwick to Crescent avenue, 
Crescent (both sides) to North East street. North East to 
East Fulton street. East Fulton to Packard street, Packard 
(not including it) to Cherry street. Cherry (not including it) 
to Union street, Cherry to State street, State (not including it) 
to Jefferson avenue, Jefferson to Island street, Jefferson (both 
sides, to East Fulton street. East Fulton (both sides) to Divi- 
sion street, North Division to Monroe, Monroe to Ottawa 
street, Ottawa to Fountain street. 

Hall Street School. 

Beginning at the river on Fifth avenue. Fifth (not includ"- 
ing it) to the G. R. & I. R. R., the railroad to city limits, city 
limits on the south and west. 

Henry Street School. 

Beginning at the comer of Cherry and South Union 
streets. Cherry (both sides) to South East street, South Bast 
to Wealthy avenue. Wealthy (both sides) between Eureka 
avenue and South East street, South East (both sides) to 
Logan street. South East to Thomas street, Thomas (not in- 
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eluding it) to South Union street, South Union (both sides) to 
Cherry street. 

JeflFerson Avenue School. 

Beginning at Hall and South Ionia streets, Hall to South 
Lafayette street. South Lafayette (not including it) to High- 
land avenue, Highland (not including it) to South Union 
street. South Union to Griggs avenue, Griggs to Jeiferson 
avenue, Jefferson (both sides) to Cottage Grove avenue. Cot- 
tage Grove to South Division street, South Division to Stevens 
street, Stevens to South Ionia street. South Ionia street (not 
including it) to Hall street. 

Jefferson Street School. 

Beginning at the corner of Gold and West Bridge streets, 
West Bridge to the river, river to Butterworth avenue, But- 
terworth (both sides) to Gold street, Gold (both sides) to 
West Fulton street, West Fulton to Indiana street, Indiana to 
Shawmut avenue, Shawmut to Straight street. Straight to Sib- 
ley street, Sibley to Gold street, Grold to West Bridge street. 

Lake School. 

Beginning at the comer of Fuller and East Fulton streets, 
East Fulton to the city limits, city limits to Alexander ave- 
nue, Alexander to Fuller street, Fuller to East Fulton street. 

Madison Avenue School. 

Beginning at the comer of Jefferson avenue and Pleasant 
street. Pleasant and Mills streets (both sides) to South Union 
street. South Union; (not including it) to Thomas street, 
Thomas (both sides) to South East street. South East to Hall 
street. Hall to South Union street. South Union to Highland 
avenue, Highland (both sides) to South Lafayette street, 
South Lafayette (not including it) to Powell street, Powell 
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(not including it) to Jeflferson avenue, Jefferson (not including 
it) to Pleasant street. 

North Division Street School. 

Beginning at the river on Newberry street, Newberry 
(both sides) to Clinton street, Clinton (not including it) to 
East Bridge street, East Brdige (both sides) to Bostwick 
street, Bostwick to Fountain street, Fountain to Ottawa street, 
Otftawa to Monroe street, Monroe to Pearl street, Pearl to 
the river, river to Newberry street. 

North Ionia Street School. 

Beginning at the river on Quimby street, Quimby to the 
railroad, railroad to Observatory street. Observatory to Clin- 
ton street, Clinton (not including it) to Newberry street, New- 
berry (not including it) to the river, river to Quimby street. 

Oakdale School. 

Beginning at the corner of Alexand^ avenue and South 
East street, Alexander to city limits, city limits on the east 
and south to South Union street. South Union to Hall street, 
Hall to South East street. South East to Alexander avenue. 

Palmer Avenue School. 

Beginning at the river and city limits, city limits on the 
north and east to Sweet street. Sweet to the river, river to the 
city limits. 

Pine Street School. 

Beginning at the city limits on Fourth street, Fourth (both 
sides) to Pettibone street, Pettibone (not including it) to 
Third street. Third to Stocking street, Stocking (not including 
it) to West Bridge street, West Bridge to city limits, city 
limits to Fourth street. 
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Plainfield Avenue School. 

Beginning^ at the river on Sweet street, Sweet to city 
limits, city limits on the east to Curtis street, Curtis (not in- 
cluding it) to North avenue, North to Page street. Page (not 
including it) to Plainfield avenue, Plainfield to the railroad, 
railroad to Quimby street, Quimby to the river, river to Sweet 
street. 

Second Avenue School. 

Beginning at the river on Bartlett street, Bartlett to Ells- 
worth avenue, Ellsworth to Wealthy avenue. Wealthy to the 
railroad, railroad to Fifth avenue, Fifth (both sides) to the 
river, river to Bartlett street. 

Seventh Street School. 

Beginning at the city limits on Eleventh street. Eleventh 
to the railroad, railroad to Fifth street. Fifth (both sides) to 
Stocking street, Stocking (not including it) to Third street, 
Third to Pettibone street, Pettibone (both sides) to Fourth 
street. Fourth (not including it) to city limits, city limits to 
Eleventh street. 

Sibley Street School. 

Beginning at the city limits on West Bridge street. West 
Bridge to Gold street, Gold to Sibley street, Sibley to Straight 
street. Straight to Shawmut avenue, Shawmut to Indiana 
street, Indiana to West Fulton street, West FHilton to city 
limits, city limits to West Bridge street. 

South Division Street School. 

Beginning at the river on Pearl street, Pearl and Monroe 
streets to North Division street, North Division to East Ful- 
ton street, East Fulton (not including it) to Jeflferson avenue, 
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Jefferson (not including it) to Cherry street, Jefferson (both 
sides) to Goodrich street, Goodrich to LaGrave street, La- 
Grave to First avenue, First to South Division street, First 
(not including it) to the railroad, railroad to Wealthy avenue, 
Wealthy to Ellsworth avenue, Ellsworth to Bartlett street, 
Bartlett to the river, river to Pearl street. 

South Ionia Street School. 

Beginning at the railroad on First avenue. First (both 
sides) to Central avenue. Central to Pleasant street, Pleasant 
(both sides) to Jefferson avenue, Jefferson (both sides) to 
Fifth avenue. Fifth (both sides) to South Division street. 

South Division (not including it) to Eighth avenue, Eighth 
to South Ionia street. South Ionia to Hall street. Hall to G. R. 
& I. R. R., railroad to First avenue. 

Straight Street School. 

Beginning at the city limits on West Fulton street. West 
Fulton to Gold street. Gold (not including it) to Butterworth 
avenue, Butterworth (not including it) to the river, river to 
city limits, city limits to West Fulton street. 

Turner Street School. 

Beginning at the corner of Broadway and the city limits, 
city limits to the river, river to Seventh street. Seventh (not 
including it) to the railroad, railroad to Eleventh street. Elev- 
enth (both sides) to Broadway, Broadway (both sides) to city 
limits. 

Walker School. 

City limits on the north to West street, West (not includ- 
ing it) to Eleventh street, Eleventh to city limits. 
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Wealthy Avenue School. 

Beginning at the comer of Island street and Jefferson ave- 
nue, Jefferson to State street, State (both sides) to Cherry 
street. Cherry to South Union street, South Union (not in- 
cluding it) to Mills street, Mills and Pleasant streets (not in- 
cluding them) to Central avenue, Central and LaGrave street 
to Goodrich street, Goodrich to Jefferson avenue, Jefferson 
(not including it) to Cherry street, Jefferson (both sides) to 
Island street. 

West Leonard Street School. 

Beginning at the comer of Alpine avenue and city limits, 
city limits to Broadway, Braodway (not including it) to Elev- 
enth street, Eleventh (not including it) to the railroad, Elev- 
enth to Alpine avenue, Alpine (both sides) to city limits. 

Widdicomb Street School. 

City limits on the north to Alpine avenue, Alpine (not in- 
cluding it) to Eleventh street. Eleventh to West street. West 
(both sides) to North street. North to city limits. 



LIST 
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Year 1 901 -'02. 
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BOARD OF EDUCATION— 1 900-1 90 1. 

OFFICERS. 

H. B. I/OCHKR, -.---- President. 

Bd. H. Stbin, ------- Secretary. 

F. M. Davis, ------- Treasurer. 

W. H. Bi^ON, - - - - Superintendent of Schools. 

ThbrBSB TowNSBND, - - Assist. Superintendent of Schools. 

Gbo. I. Davidson, - - Supt. of Construction and Janitors. 

F. B. Fbb, ------- Truant Officer. 

E. H. Church, ------ Supply Clerk. 

TRUSTEES. 

First Ward, - - . Martin C. DeJager, H. E. Locher. 

Sbcond Ward, - - - Edwin F. Sweet, Josephine A. Goss. 

Third Ward, - - Aide L. T. Blake, Elvin Swarthout. 

Fourth Ward, - - - J. A. S. Verdicr, Arthur C. Denison. 

Fifth Ward, - - Henry H. I/effingwell. Benn M. Corwin. 

Sixth Ward, - - - John A. McColl, John H. Joldersma. 

Sbvbnth Ward, - - - J. G. Blickley, Joseph Albright. 

Eighth Ward, - - - Frank E. Brown, Henry Riechel. 

Ninth Ward, - - Madison J. Ulrich, Frederick Wheeler. 

TbnTh Ward, - - - - John B. Hilliker, John Rowson. 

Ei^BVBNTH Ward, - - John A. Hoedemaker, Mary A. Phillips. 

TwBi*FTH Ward, - - - Ed. H. Stein, J. M. Wright. 

The Mayor, Member Ex-Officio. 

LIBRARY. 

I^IBRARIAN, ------- L,ucy Ball. 

Assistants, Elizabeth Steinmann, first assistant; Adah C. Canfield, 
second assistant; Anna M. Besancon, Ida M. Rosenberg, Florence 
E. Reynolds, Anna Pollard, May Quigley and Marina D. Allen. 

STANDING COMMITTEES. 

ScHOOi«s — Trustees Blake, Brown, Goss, Hilliker, Wheeler, Corwin 

and the President. 
Tbachbrs — Trustees Corwin, Hoedemaker, Albright, Verdier, Ulrich, 

Wright, Riechel, Blake and the President. 
Tbxt Books— Trustees Hoedemaker, Wright, Albright, Blake, Riechel. 
PUBWC I/iBRARY — Trustees Albright, DeJager, Stein. 
Wavs and Mbans— Trustees DeJager, Verdier, Sweet. 
Ci«AiMS AND Accounts— Trustees Sweet, Rowson, Denison. 
Buii«DiNGS — Trustees Leffingwell, Rowson, Brown, Blickley, Joldersma. 
Apparatus and Schooi« I^ibrary — ^Trustees Hilliker, Phillips, 

Swarthout. 
Grounds — Trustees McColl, Denison, Wheeler, Hilliker, Sweet. 
8uppi«iBS — Trustees Joldersma, Swarthout, Hoedemaker, Rowson, 

McColl. 
8pkciai« Training — Trusteed Goss, Denison, Wheeler, Swarthout, 

PhiUips. 
Stationery Suppwes — Trustees Blickley, Joldersma, I/cflfingwell, the 

President and the Secretary. 
ScHOOi« Savings Bank — Trustees Phillips, McColl, Ulrich, the Presi- 
dent and the Superintendent of Schools. 



BOARD OF EDUCATION— 1901-1902. 

OFFICERS. 

Bknn M. Cor win, ------ President. 

Kd. H. Stbin, ------- Secretary. 

F. M. Davis, ------- Treasurer. 

W. H. Ei^ON, - . - - Superintendent of Schools. 

ThkrbSB Townsbnd, - - Assist. Superintendent of Schools. 

Gbo. I. Davidson, - - Supt. of Construction and Janitors. 

F. B. Fbk, ------- Truant OflBcer. 

E. H. Church, ----- Supply Clerk. 

TRUSTEES. 

First Ward, - - - - H. B. Lrocher, *Ale Bursma. 

Sbcond Ward, - - - Josephine A. Goss, Bdwin F. Sweet. 

Third Ward, - - Blvin Swarthout, Cyrus B. Perkins. 

Fourth Ward, - - Arthur C. Denison, Adelmer D. Plumb. 

Fifth Ward, - Benn M. Corwin, Henry H. Leffingwell. 

Sixth Ward, - - - John H. Joldersma, Frank L. Bean. 

Seventh Ward, - - Joseph Albright, J. G. Blickley. 

Eighth Ward, - - Henry Riechel, Frank E. Brown. 

Ninth Ward, - - Frederick Wheeler, Edgar S. Kiefer. 

Tenth Ward, - - . - John Rowson, John B. Hilliker. 

Ei^EVENTH Ward, - - Mary A. Phillips, Warren H. Gibson 

TwEi^FTH Ward, - - - J. M. Wright, Ed. H. Stein. 

The Mayor, Member Ex- Officio. 

LIBRARY. 

I^iBRARiAN, . . - . . Elizabeth Steinmann. 

Assistants, Anna M. Besancon, first assistant; Annie A. Pollard, 

second assistant; Ida L/. Rosenberg, reference librarian; Frances 
B.Turner, assistant reference librarian; Adah C. Canfield, cata- 
loguer; Florence E. Reynolds, May G. Quigley, Marina D. Allen, 
Georgia M. Hubbard. 

STANDING COMMITTEES. 

ScHOOi«s — Trustees Riechel, Goss, Hilliker, Bursma, Swarthout, Deni- 
son and the President. 

Teachers— Trustees Denison, Albright, Wright, Perkins, Kiefer, 
Gibson, Locher, Riechel and the President. 

Text Books— Trustees Albright, Wright, Swarthout, Bean, Brown. 

PuBWC Library —Trustees Brown, I^ocher, Gibson. 

Ways and Means— Trustees Sweet, Perkins, the Mayor. 

Claims and Accounts— Trustees Wheeler, Plumb, Stein. 

Buii^DiNGS — Trustees Lreffingwell, Rowson, Wheeler, Blickley, Jol- 
dersma. 

Apparatus and Schooi« ItIBRARy — ^Trustees Hilliker, Bean, Phillips. 

Grounds — Trustees Joldersma, Rowson, Blickley, Sweet, Kiefer. 

Suppwes— Trustees Swarthout, Leffingwell, Plumb, Hilliker, Wright. 

Speciai, Training— Trustees Goss, Wheeler, Denison, Ireffingwell, 
Riechel. 

Stationery SuppwES— Trustees Blickley, Joldersma, Lrocher, the 
President and the Secretary. 

ScHOOi, Savings Bank— Trustees Phillips, Sweet, Bursma, the Presi- 
dent and Superintendent of Schools. 

Kent Scientific Museum -Trustees Swarthout, Rowson, Bean. 

*Died December 5, 1901, 
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dent I 

Meetings of Board, Special, Called in ab- 
sence of President 4 

Meetings of Board, Special, Requested by 

five members 3 

Meetings of Board, Stautory, For canvass- 
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